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Art
For GCSE Art there are no knowledge organisers to revise from for the mock 
exam / assessment points. Students will continue to work on their coursework, 
which is worth 60% of their final GCSE grade. For the Mock exam session 
students will undertake a sustained focus drawing, which will become part of 
their body of coursework (AO3).

Students are working to fulfil the assessment objectives (AO) 1 to 4:
AO1 – Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 
understanding of sources
AO2 – Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 
appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes
AO3 – Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 
progresses
AO4 – Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of visual language



Business Studies 



1:1 Role of Business Enterprise and Entrepreneurship 1:2 Business Planning

1:3 Business Ownership

Entrepreneur
A person who 
takes the risk of 
starting and 
running a business

Enterprising 
characteristics
Features of an 
entrepreneur

Business plan
A simple plan which 
sets out the details of 
the business

Finance
The money needed 
to start the business

Unlimited liability
Responsibility for the debts of the business 
rests with the owners
Capital
Money raised to start or develop a business

Deed of partnership
A document setting out the operations of  
the partnership
Sleeping partner
Someone who only invests in a partnership

Limited liability 
Responsibility for the debts of the business   
is limited to the amount invested
Shareholders
Owners of a limited company

Dividend
Money paid to shareholders from business 
profits
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Enterprise is:
seeing an 

opportunity to 
provide a product or 
service that people 
are willing to buy

Risk Reward

 Financial
Possibility of losing money

 Health
The strain of being in 
charge can affect health

 Strained relationships
Starting a business is time 
consuming

 Financial
Some successful entrepreneurs 
can make a lot of money
 Independence
Some people like to be their 
own boss
 Self-satisfaction
Some people like to see and 
idea work

A business plan:
details how a business 

aims to achieve its 
objectives

Contents 
of a 

business 
plan

The 
idea People 

running 
it

Market 
research

Finance
Aims and 
objectives

Target 
market

Competition 

Role of a business 
plan:

 Identify markets
 Helping with 
finance
 Identifying 
resources needed
 Achieving aims and 
objectives

Purpose of a 
business plan:

 To reduce the risk 
of starting a business
 To help a business 
succeed

Entrepreneurial 
characteristics

Creativity

Risk-taking Determination 

Confidence

Advantages Disadvantages 

 Easy to set up
 Little finance 
required
 Full control
 Keep all the 
profits
 Financial 
information is 
private 

 Unlimited 
liability
 Business stops 
if ill or on holiday
 Long working 
hours
 Shortage of 
capital
 Skills shortage 
 No continuity 

Advantages Disadvantages 

More capital 
available
 Easy to set up
More skills 
available 
 Shared 
workload
 Financial 
information is 
private

 Shared profit
 Unlimited 
liability 
 Shortage of 
capital
 Slower decision 
making
 No continuity

Advantages Disadvantages 

 Limited 
liability 
 Continuity 
 Can raise 
capital more 
easily 
 Control over 
share sale

 Financial 
information 
available to the 
public
 Complex and 
expensive to set up
 Sale of shares is 
restricted 
 Dividends to be 
paid

Advantages Disadvantages 

 Can raise 
large amounts 
of capital 
 Easier to 
borrow  money
 Limited 
liability for 
shareholders 

 Possibility of a 
takeover
 Complex and 
expensive to set up
 Hard to manage 
as so large
 Financial 
information 
available to the 
public

Sole trader Partnership Private Limited Company (LTD) Public Limited Company (PLC)



Two businesses in 
different production 

sectors

Two businesses in 
the same 

production sector

1:4 Business Aims and Objectives 1:5 Stakeholders in Business

1:6 Business Growth

Survival
The business can pay 
its costs but has 
nothing left
Profit 
The difference 
between revenue and 
costs
Market share
The share of the total 
market for a product 
Growth
The business becomes 
larger

Internal 
stakeholders
People with an 
interest in and who 
work in the 
business

External 
stakeholders
People with an 
interest in but who 
are outside of the 
business
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Business objectives:
are what the 

business wants to 
achieve

Stakeholders are:
groups of people 

or individuals who 
have an interest 

in a business

Aims and 
objectives

Growth
Market 
share

Providing 
a serviceSurvival

Profit

As businesses evolve their objectives may change

Initially: the aim may be to simply survive
Later:  the aim may be to increase profit or market share

The objectives will also depend on the type of business 
ownership i.e. sole trader or limited company

Assessment Information 

Stakeholder Internal or 
external Effects 

Owners Internal See profit as their main aim so will want to 
run the business cost effectively

Employees Internal
Employees want to be treated well and 
receive a fair wage.  Without this they 

could go on strike

Customers External
Customers want to receive a good service 

and pay a fair price.  Without this they 
could go to competitors

Suppliers External
Suppliers want to be paid on time.  
Delayed payments could mean the 

supplier refuses orders

Government External
The government wants businesses to 

succeed however an increase in income 
tax means less money for customers 

Local 
community External 

The local community will want jobs in their 
area however they could protest against a 

new business development 

Organic growth
Internal growth using 
own resources i.e. 
opening more shops
Merger 
Two or more 
businesses agreeing to 
join together
Takeover 
One business takes 
control of another
Horizontal growth
Two businesses in the 
same production 
sector joining together
Vertical growth
Two businesses in 
different production 
sectors joining 
together

There are two methods of business growth:

Organic growth

 Increasing output
Selling more 
products
 Gaining new 
customers 
Reduce the price, 
open more shops
 Developing new 
products
To target a wider 
range of customers 
 Increasing market 
share
Selling more than 
competitors 

External growth

Merger Takeover 

Horizontal 

V
e
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Diversification
Two businesses coming 

together with no connection 

Possible questions

1. Define the term ‘entrepreneur’. 
Explain 4 characteristics of an 
entrepreneur.

2. Explain key elements in a business 
plan.

3. Explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of different types of 
business ownership. 

4. Explain how a business’ objectives 
may have changed since first 
starting out.

5. Analyse how a business may 
influences stakeholders and how 
stakeholders may influence 
businesses.

6. Evaluate the methods in which a 
business grows organically and 
externally.

• You will need to learn the
vocabulary from the key words list.

• These words and the information
on this knowledge organiser will
be tested regularly on TEAMS

• You will also do an end of Unit test –
have a think about these questions

State            Explain            Analyse            Recommend            Evaluate



2:1 The Role of Marketing 2:2 Market Research

Marketing 
Finding the needs of 
consumers and 
demonstrating how a 
business meets those 
needs

Market research
The collection of data to 
help business decisions

Target market 
The group of 
customers who a 
business aims to sell 
its products to

Primary research
Data collected first-
hand (field research)

Secondary research 
Data collected by 
others (desk 
research)

Qualitative data
Data based on 
opinions of those 
being asked

Quantitative data
Data based on facts 
or numbers

U
ni

t 2
:  

M
ar

ke
tin

g
Kn

ow
le

dg
e 

O
rg

an
is

er
Marketing is:

finding the needs of 
customers and 

demonstrating how a 
business fulfils those 

needs in order to 
increase sales

Market 
segments 

Location 

Lifestyle 

Age Gender 

Income 

2:3 Market Segmentation 2:4 The Marketing Mix  - Product

Market segmentation
Splitting the market for a product into different parts, 
or segments

Introduction
A product is first 
made available for 
sale
Growth
Sales are growing 
strongly
Maturity
Sales are at their 
highest level
Decline
Sales are falling

How can a business increase sales?

1. Advertise the product or service more in order 
to raise awareness of what is on offer

2.     Introducing a new model that will appeal to 
more customers

3. Increase the range of products or services 
available 

4.     Reducing the price to sell more products  - but 
will profits increase?

5.     Selling the product in different countries to 
target a wider range of customers 

6.     Selling by different methods i.e. Online or 
offering digital distribution

Before a business starts, it is important that the owners 
know exactly who their customers are likely to be.

Primary Pros Cons 

Questionnaire

 Cheaper than interviews
 Easily target certain people

 Difficult to predict how
many will be completed
 people may not understand 
the questions

Interviews
• Questions can be explained
• Customers can be easily 
targeted

• Expensive
• Customers may feel
uncomfortable

Trials • Save money before making 
products widely available

• Costly to set up

Focus groups • Data is accurate to the 
target market

• Only small groups that take 
part so expensive

A watch can be 
segmented in a number 

of ways:

Age - Disney theme for 
children, plain for 

adults

Gender - made for 
men or women

Income - watches can 
be very cheap at £10  

others can be very 
expensive at £1000’s

Lifestyle - special 
watches for diving, 
running and other 

outdoor sports

Secondary sources include census data, websites, internal 
data and newspapers.

Pros:  cheap and already available to use
Cons: not exactly what you need and could be out of date

The product is a vital element of the marketing mix.  
The product or service must be something customers 

actually want.

Advertising a new product more widely can increase 
sales and extend the life of a product.

Reducing the price of a product can help to maintain 
sales and extend the life of a product.

Selling in new markets i.e. abroad, opens the product 
up to a wider range of new customers and so extends 

the life of the product



2:4 The Marketing Mix  - Price 2:4 The Marketing Mix  - Place

2:4  The Marketing Mix  - Promotion

Competitor pricing
A price is set based on 
prices charged by 
competitors
Cost-plus pricing
Adding a percentage 
of profit onto the total 
costs of making a 
product
Penetration pricing
A price is set lower 
than competitors
Skimming 
A high price is charged 
initially for those 
customers who want 
the latest products
Promotional pricing
Prices are reduced to 
give sales a boost

Physical 
distribution
Distribution of 
goods using a 
physical presence

Digital distribution
Distribution of 
goods and services 
digitally by 
downloading from 
a website
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Place is:

concerned with  
where the 

product is sold 
from and the 

distribution of 
goods

A business must take great care when setting the price of 
products and services.  Too low and the business won't 

make enough profit, too high and customers will not buy

Assessment Information 

Point of sale promotions
Price reductions, loss leaders, competitions, free samples
Advertising campaign
A series of advertisements often using different advertising media
Advertising media
The methods by which a business can advertise a product 

Aims of promotion

 To inform customers 
about a product or service

 To keep a business 
ahead of its competitors

 To create or change the 
image of a business, its 
products and services

 To maintain or increase 
sales

Possible questions

1. Identify which price a business
should charge.

2. Explain one advantage and one 
disadvantage of using focus groups.

3. Analyse one benefit of a businesses 
distribution channel.

4. Analyse two benefits of using 
questionnaires to gather market 
research.

5. Evaluate whether or not a business 
should use social media to promote 
its products.

Your assessment will take place during a 
normal timetabled lesson but you 

should be revising at home.

Number of marks available:  40
Time allowed:  50 minutes

Answer ALL of the questions

The first 10 questions will be multiple 
choice  - you must only select ONE

answer, selecting two will score 0 marks.

The other questions will include a range 
of 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, & 9 mark questions

State            Explain            Analyse            Recommend            Evaluate

Factors 
affecting 
the price

The business.  If 
new, customers 
may not know 
the name and 

will be 
reluctant to 

pay high prices

The price 
charged by 

other 
businesses

The costs 
to produce 

the 
product or 

service

The 
income of 
the target 

market

Advantages of digital distribution Disadvantages of digital distribution

 Customers can access products 
and services 24/7
 Goods are downloaded so 
available quickly
 No physical product to deliver so 
the business saves money

 Not all goods are suitable for 
digital distribution  i.e. bread
 Not all customers have access to 
the internet
 Easier for illegal content to be 
copied and distributed which means 
the business loses sales

Advertising 
media

Radio 

Websites 

TVSocial 
media

Printed 
media



Businesses need to think 
about the costs of 

advertising for a job but can 
use the following:  

Websites
 Social media
 Local newspapers
 National newspapers
 Specialist magazines i.e. 
horse riding
 Job centres
Word of mouth 

Business can use a range 
of methods to select the 

best candidate: 

Letter of application
 Application form
 CV
 Interviews
 Tests and presentations
 Group activities
 References

3:1 The Role of Human Resources 3:2 Organisational Structures

Human resource plan
A plan detailing the 
workers a business will 
need i.e. how many, 
when, full time or part 
time and the skills they 
need

Functions 
Different types of work 
that need to be done in a 
business i.e. Marketing, 
production and finance

Organisation chart
A diagram to show 
how workers are 
organised in a 
business
Authority 
The power that one 
person has to make 
decisions
Chain of command
The order of 
authority from top to 
bottom
Span of control
The number of 
people a manager is 
in charge of
Delegation 
Giving someone else 
permission to make a 
decision 
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Human resources:

are the people who so 
the work for a 

business.  They are the 
employees.

Ways of 
working 

Temporary 
working

Working 
while 

mobile 

Self-
employed 

Working 
from 
home

Full 
time

Part 
time

Flexible 
working

3:3 Communication in Business 3:4 Recruitment and Selection

Written communication
Communication by written 
words i.e. Text, email, letters
Verbal communication
Communication by speaking 
ie. telephone or meetings
Formal communication 
Communication using the 
official channels within a 
business
Informal communication
Communication outside the 
official channels within  
business

Selection
The process of 
choosing between 
applicants for a job
Job description
Lists the main duties, 
tasks and 
responsibilities of a 
worker
Person specification 
Lists the qualities, 
qualifications and 
knowledge that a 
person should have
Interviews
Sessions where the 
people making the 
appointment ask 
questions of the 
applicants 

Human resource planning - things for a business to think about

 The number of workers needed
 The number of workers who will work full-time or part-time
 The number who should be employed on zero-hour contracts
 The number of workers to hire as contractors as and when needed
 When workers will be needed  - times of the day, days of the week
 Where the workers will work  - finance, production, marketing
 The skills the workers will need to have
 The need to manage and supervise some of the workers
 The age, gender, ethnicity of the workers
 How many staff members the business can afford to employ

There are two different types of organisation structure:
Advantages of a tall structure Advantages of a flat structure

 The span of control is likely 
to be narrower meaning that 
he does not have as many 
people to look after
 There will be plenty of 
opportunities for workers to 
gain promotion which will 
motivate them to work 
harder

Lines of communication are clear  -
communication will be quicker from top to 
bottom because there is not as many layers
 Fewer mistakes in communication will be made 
because there is fewer levels
 People at the bottom may be encouraged to 
share ideas
Wider span of control means tht managers can 
delegate work

Businesses can recruit internally (from within the 
business i.e. promote an existing employee) or externally 

(someone from outside the business)

When might a business need to review its human resource needs?

 Workers may have to be replaced i.e. because they have left, retired 
or been promoted

 The business may grow or shrink so may need more or fewer 
workers

 The business may change its method of production so may need 
more or fewer skilled workers

 The business may decide to relocate so may have to recruit workers 
who live nearby  - they could still take their current workforce

 The budget available for paying staff.  If the budget is decreased they 
will need fewer staff and vice versa

 Changes in the law may affect employment i.e. Minimum wage 
which  will impact on the budget

Communication is:
the transmission of a 

message from a sender to a 
receiver

Pros Cons

Ve
rb

al

• Can check for understanding
• Can emphasise points 
through tone and body 
language
• Can use diagrams and 
pictures to help explain

• If lots of people not all may 
understand
• Receiver may disrupt the 
message if they don't like it
• No permanent record of 
the message
• Some forms can be 
expensive

W
rit

te
n

• There is a record of the 
message
• Receiver can re-read the 
message multiple times
• Can be sent to multiple 
people at the same time
• Can avoid confrontation

• Cant check immediately if 
the message was understood
• The success depends on the 
clarity of the message
• Risk of computer viruses
•Emails could go to spam

So
ci

al
 m

ed
ia

• Huge numbers of users
• Info can be updated regularly
• Visual images can help 
explain
• Can be cheaper to advertise
• Customers can be involved by 
allowing feedback

• There is a cost in managing 
and updating the 
information
• Can be difficult to measure 
the effectiveness of the 
business’ use of social media

Methods of 
selection

Methods of 
advertising



Controls how many hours a 
worker can work each week.

Over a 17-week period a 
worker cannot work more 
than 48 hours on average.

Number of hours worked
17

=  average number of hours 
per week

3:5 Motivation and Retention 3:6 Training and Development

3:7 Employment Law

Retention 
When workers choose 
to stay in a firm rather 
than move elsewhere
Productivity 
A measure of output 
per working
Financial motivation 
methods
Methods that involve 
paying workers money
Non-financial 
motivation methods
Methods that do not 
involve paying money

Development 
Long term training 
focused on helping a 
worker realise their 
potential
On-the-job
Training while working
Off-the-job
Training away from 
the job
Induction training
Training to introduce 
the worker to the 
business
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Training is:

short tem and is 
focused on helping a 

worker do his job 
well

If employees are motivated then workers will be efficient 
in what they do, there will be a low turnover of workers, 

it will be easier to recruit new workers, less need for 
supervision and low absenteeism

Assessment Information 

Discrimination 
When one worker is 
treated differently 
from another for no 
acceptable reason
Contract of 
employment
A legal agreement 
between an employer 
and an employee
Holiday entitlement
The amount of paid 
holiday a worker can 
have in one year

Discrimination 

 Equal pay 
 Race
 Sex
 Disability 
 Sexual orientation
 Religion or belief

Possible questions

1. State one item contained in a job
description.

2. Explain two ways a business could 
motivate its employees.

3. Analyse one method of training a 
business could use.

4. Recommend one type of training a 
business could use for a new 
employee.

5. Evaluate the most effective method 
of selection.

Your assessment will take place during a 
normal timetabled lesson but you 

should be revising at home.

Number of marks available:  40
Time allowed:  50 minutes

Answer ALL of the questions

The first 10 questions will be multiple 
choice  - you must only select ONE

answer, selecting two will score 0 marks.

The other questions will include a range 
of 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, & 9 mark questions

State            Explain            Analyse            Recommend            Evaluate

Advantages Disadvantages

In
du

ct
io
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 Helps workers to settle 
quickly  - get to know 
colleagues
Worker will be more 
productive quicker
 Health and safety issues
reduced

• A lot of information to take in 
in one day
• Costs involved - worker is 
paid but not producing 
anything 
• Costs involved  - someone 
needs to provide the training 

O
n-

th
e-

jo
b

 Training is individualised 
to help each worker 
improve
 Cheaper – no travel costs
 Still producing products 
while training 

• Trainer may need to stop 
working to help trainee
• Quality might be poor
• Quality of training depends on 
the trainer
• No qualifications gained

O
ff-

th
e-

jo
b

 Experts can provide 
training
Workers enjoy the change 
of environment
Workers feel valued

• More expensive  - fees, travel 
etc
• Worker is not producing 
products when training 
• Risk of employee leaving once 
trained  

Methods of 
motivation

Fringe 
benefit

Praise 

Award 
schemes

Working 
environmentPay 

Bonus 

Profit 
sharing

Motivation is:
how workers are 

encouraged to work 
hard

Employment law is:
designed to protect 

workers from 
employers who may 
treat them unfairly

The Equality Act 2010 brought together 116 pieces of 
legislation into one single Act which is designed to 

protect the rights of workers.

All workers are entitled 
to have 5.6 weeks 

holiday each year paid.

No. days worked per 
week  x 5.6  =  holiday 

entitlement  

Working Time Directive:



Computer Science













GCSE Dance





















Design and Technology

The following page details the revision work you are 
doing in the runup to the first mock.



Mock Exam Prep Y11 Autumn term

HWK 1 Due 29/9 

Read pages 4-5 and 106-107 of your blue revision guide. Test yourself by answering the questions in your white workbook on pages 99-100 before answering the attached quiz

Test questions (for Teams):

Explain how ideas can be developed through card modelling (6)

Explain how computers can be used to model ideas including how rapid prototyping machines can be used in the production of physical models and advantages over other more traditional modelling techniques. (6)

HWK 2 Due 6/10 

Read Production aids in the revision guide- pages 42 and 43. Complete: Production Aids 40-41 in the white book.

Test question (for Teams) Analyse how different production aids are used in the manufacture of products. Evaluate how the use of such production aids improves the quality, accuracy and speed of manufacture. (8 marks)

HWK 3 Due 13/10 

Read about Market research in the blue book on pages 100-101

Complete Market research and product analysis 94-97 in the white book. 

Test question (for Teams)  Explain why designers research and compare products from other manufacturers before starting to design new products. (6 marks)

HWK 4 Due week beginning 20/11

6 R’s and sustainability

Read the sustainability and social issues, including products in society section in your revision guide on pages 8-11

Answer the questions in your white student work book on pages 9, 10 and 11.

Use the revision guide to check your answers and use a purple pen to show your corrections.

Test question (for Teams) Write a statement for each of the 6R’s explaining how we could make food packaging more environmentally friendly. 

HWK 5 Due week beginning 3/11 

Looking at the work of others page 94.
Choose one of the designers and after a bit of additional research complete this question on Teams: 

Name one, specific product that this designer created. Using examples describe how your chosen designer has used different inspirations, materials and technologies in their work (6marks)

• Harry Beck • Marcel Breuer • Coco Chanel • Norman Foster • Sir Alec Issigonis • William Morris • Alexander McQueen • Mary Quant • Louis Comfort Tiffany • Raymond Templer • Marcel Breuer • Gerrit Reitveld • Charles Rennie 
Macintosh • Aldo Rossi • Ettore Sottsass • Philippe Starck • Vivienne Westwood.



Food Preparation and Nutrition

























Geography



Physical Landscapes in the UK

Relief of the UK

Relief of the UK 
can be divided 
into uplands and 
lowlands. Each 
have their own 
characteristics. 

Key

Lowlands

Uplands

Mechanical Weathering Example: Freeze-thaw weathering

Stage One

Water seeps 
into cracks and 
fractures in the 
rock. 

Stage Two
When the water 
freezes, it 
expands about 
9%. This wedges 
apart the rock.

Stage Three

With repeated 
freeze-thaw 
cycles, the rock 
breaks off.

Areas 
+600m: 
Peaks and 
ridges cold, 
misty and 
snow
common.
i.e. Scotland 

Areas -
200m: Flat 
or rolling 
hills. 
Warmer 
weather. 
i.e. Fens

Types of Erosion

The break down and transport of rocks –
smooth, round and sorted.

Attrition Rocks that bash together to 
become smooth/smaller.

Solution A chemical reaction that 
dissolves rocks.

Abrasion Rocks hurled at the base of a 
cliff to break pieces apart. 

Hydraulic 
Action

Water enters cracks in the cliff, 
air compresses, causing the 
crack to expand.

Types of Transportation

A natural process by which eroded material 
is carried/transported. 

Solution Minerals dissolve in water 
and are carried along.

Suspension Sediment is carried along in 
the flow of the water.

Saltation Pebbles that bounce along 
the sea/river bed.

Traction Boulders that roll along a 
river/sea bed by the force of 
the flowing water.

Mass Movement - Coasts

A large movement of soil and rock debris that
moves down slopes in response to the pull of 
gravity in a vertical direction. 

Slumping Slump of saturated soil and weak 
rock along a curved surface 

Rockfall
Fragments of rock break away 
from the cliff, normally because 
of freeze thaw 

Sliding Water gets between two layers of 
rocks, causing it to slide 

Types of Weathering

Weathering is the breakdown of rocks where 
they are.

Chemical
Breakdown of rock by 
changing its chemical 

composition.

Mechanical 
Breakdown of rock without 

changing its chemical 
composition. 

How are sand dunes formed? 

Beaches with a large tidal range means that there is exposed 
dry sand at low tide. This is blown to the back of the beach. 
Sand can also collect around objects like fence posts. 
Marram grass starts to colonise and stabilise the dunes 
(make them permeant) 

How are Bars and Lagoons created? 

1 Longshore drift cant bend 
round a headland more than 

30 degrees. 

2 Longshore drift continues out 
to sea, across a bay

3 This “spit” meets with the 
other headland creating a bar 

with a lagoon behind. Over 
time the water in the lagoon 

will turn to fresh water 

Types of Waves

Constructive Waves Destructive Waves

This wave has a swash that is stronger
than the backwash. This therefore builds 

up the coast.

This wave has a backwash that is 
stronger than the swash. This therefore 

erodes the coast.

Size of waves

• Fetch how 
far the wave 
has travelled

• Strength of 
the wind. 

• How long the 
wind has 
been 
blowing for.

Formation of Bays and Headlands: Swanage

1) Waves attack the 
coastline.

2) Softer rock is eroded by 
the sea quicker forming 
a bay, calm area cases 
deposition.

3) More resistant rock is 
left jutting out into the 
sea. This is a headland 
and is now more 
vulnerable to erosion.

What is Deposition?

When the sea or river loses energy, it drops the 
sand, rock particles and pebbles it has been 

carrying. This is called deposition. Bay

Headland

Soft rock

Hard rock

Formation of Coastal Stack: Swanage

1) Hydraulic action widens cracks in the cliff face 
over time.

2) Abrasion forms a wave cut notch between HT and 
LT.

3) Further abrasion widens the wave cut notch to 
from a cave.

4) Caves from both sides of the headland break 
through to form an arch.

5) Weather above/erosion below –arch collapses 
leaving stack. 

6) Further weathering and erosion leaves a stump.

Example: 
Old Harry 

Rocks, 
Dorset

Unit 1c

Formation of Coastal Spits - Deposition

1) Swash moves up the beach at the angle of the prevailing wind.
2) Backwash moves down the beach at 90° to coastline, due to gravity. 
3) Zigzag movement (Longshore Drift) transports material along beach. 
4) Deposition causes beach to extend, until reaching a river estuary as LSD cant bend round 

more than 30 degrees. 
5) Change in prevailing wind direction forms a hook. Strengths of currents (sea vs River) also 

causes spit to move 
6) Sheltered area behind spit encourages deposition, salt marsh forms. 

Example: 
Dawlish 

Warren Spit, 
Devon

Formation of Wave Cut Platform

1) Hard rock on top of soft 
rock 

2) Waves erode the base 
of a cliff, creating a 
notch. 

3) Notch increases, cliff 
becomes unstable and 
falls. Cliff retreats 
revealing WCP



Coastal Defences (a selection)

Hard Engineering Defences

Groynes Wood barriers 
prevent 
longshore drift,
so the beach 
can build up.

Beach still accessible.
No deposition further 
down coast = erodes
faster.

Sea Walls Concrete walls 
break up the 
energy of the 
wave . Has a lip 
to stop waves 
going over.

Long life span
Protects from flooding
Curved shape 
encourages erosion of 
beach deposits.

Gabions Cages of 
rocks/boulders 
absorb the 
waves energy,
protecting the 
cliff behind.

Cheap
Local material can be 
used to look less 
strange.
Will need replacing.

Soft Engineering Defences

Beach 
Nourishment 

Beaches built 
up with sand,
so waves have 
to travel 
further before 
eroding cliffs. 

Cheap
Beach for tourists.
Storms = need 
replacing.
Offshore dredging 
damages seabed. 

Managed 
Retreat

Low value 
areas of the 
coast are left to 
flood & erode. 

Reduce flood risk
Creates wildlife 
habitats.
Compensation for land.

Formation of Ox-bow Lakes

Step 1 Step 2

Erosion of outer bank 
forms river cliff. 
Deposition inner bank 
forms slip off slope.

Further hydraulic 
action and abrasion 
of outer banks, neck 
gets smaller. 

Step 3 Step 4

Erosion breaks through 
neck, so river takes the 
fastest route, 
redirecting flow

Evaporation and 
deposition cuts off 
main channel leaving 
an oxbow lake. 

Upper Course of a River 

Near the source, the river flows over steep gradient from the hill/mountains. 
This gives the river a lot of energy, so it will erode the riverbed vertically to 

form narrow valleys and interlocking spurs. Smaller cross profile.  

Formation of a Waterfall

1) River flows over alternative types of rocks.

2) River erodes soft rock faster creating a step.

3) Further hydraulic action and abrasion form a 
plunge pool beneath.

4) Hard rock above is undercut leaving cap rock 
which collapses providing more material for 
erosion. 

5) Waterfall retreats leaving steep sided gorge. 

Middle Course of a River 

Here the gradient get gentler, so the water has less energy and moves more slowly. 
The river will begin to erode laterally making the river (and valley) wider 

River Management Schemes

Soft Engineering Hard Engineering

Afforestation – plant trees to soak up rainwater, 
reduces flood risk.
Flood Plain Zoning – low land value placed near 
river ie. Football pitches 
Managed Flooding – naturally let areas flood, 
protect settlements.
Flood Warnings – helping people to be prepared
River restoration – increasing meanders to slow 
the flow

Straightening Channel – increases velocity to 
remove flood water.
Embankments – Creating tall concrete walls to 
increase capacity 
Deepening or widening river to increase capacity 
for a flood.
Dams/Reservoirs – creating a lake, controlling 
flow downstream 
Flood Relief Channels – creating an extra cannel 
to take water away from an urban area quicker 

Lower Course of a River 

Near the river’s mouth, the river widens further and becomes flatter. Material transported is deposited.

Formation of Floodplains and levees

When a river floods, fine silt/alluvium is deposited 
on the valley floor. Closer to the river’s banks, the 
heavier materials build up to form natural levees. 

Nutrient rich soil makes it ideal for farming. 
Flat land for building houses. 

Coastal Management Example:  Lyme Regis, Dorset 

• Dorset coast, tourist resort 
• Prone to landslides from unstable cliffs and 

erosion from winter storms 

Management 
• Phase 1: 1990s – Sea wall near the town 
• Phase 2: 2003-4 – emergency pilling and drainage 

to reduce landslides following one
• Phase 3 – Plan to protect west area past Cobb 

shelved due to low value of land behind 
• Phase 4: 2013-15 – New Sea wall, pilling and 

drainage to the east 

Affects and Conflicts 
• Erosion reduced and smaller risk of landslides
• Harbour protected = more fishing and income 
• Larger beaches = more tourists = more 

congestion and more shops for tourists not locals 
• New stable cliffs will reduce fossil discoveries 

Example: River Exe at Exeter 

Needed because 7 floods in 20th Centaury 
• 3,000-4,000 homes at risk of 1 in 100 year event 
• Much of the city is on a floodplain 
• Lots of tributaries being lots of water from Exmoor 
• Impermeable rock near the source 
Management: 
• 1962 – defences for 1 in 50 year flood. Relief channels, radial gates, grass banks created 
• 2014-2018 – defences for 1 in 100 year flood. Reducing heights of weirs to let water pass 

throughout the city quicker, making the river deeper
Conflict: 
• Money could be spent on other things 
• Habitats will be disturbed and lost during the work at the Quay 
• Recreation opportunities (walking) limited near the works 
• 1 in 100 year flood – what if a larger flood occurs?! 

Hydrographs and River Discharge

River discharge is the volume of water that flows in a river. Hydrographs who discharge at a 
certain point in a river changes over time in relation to rainfall

1. Peak discharge is the discharge in a period 
of time.

2. Lag time is the delay between peak rainfall 
and peak discharge. 

3. Rising limb and falling Limb - is the 
increase and decrease in discharge 

Water Cycle Key Terms 

Precipitation Moisture falling from clouds as rain, snow or hail.

Groundwater flow Water flowing through bedrock 

Surface Runoff Water flowing over surface of the land into rivers 

Infiltration Water absorbed into the soil from the ground.

Transpiration Water lost through leaves of plants.

Physical and Human Causes of Flooding. 

Physical: Prolong & heavy rainfall
Long periods of rain causes soil to 
become saturated leading runoff. 

Physical: Geology
Impermeable rocks causes surface 
runoff to increase river discharge. 

Physical: Relief 
Steep-sided valleys channels water 
to flow quickly into rivers causing 
greater discharge. 

Human: Land Use 
Tarmac and concrete are 
impermeable. This prevents 
infiltration & causes surface runoff. 

Estuaries: These are low lying river that meet the sea. They are created when a low lying river valley is 
flooded from Sea Level Rise. The water is silty and when the tide goes out, disposition occurs. Here we 

can find mudflats and salt marshes 



The Living World
Unit 1b

What is an Ecosystem?

An ecosystem is a system in which organisms interact with each other and 
with their environment. 

Ecosystem’s Components 

Abiotic These are non-living, such as air, water, heat and rock.

Biotic These are living, such as plants, insects, and animals.

Flora Plant life occurring in a particular region or time.

Fauna Animal life of any particular region or time.

Biomes

A biome is a large geographical area of distinctive plant and animal groups, 
which are adapted to that particular environment. The climate and geography 
of a region determines what type of biome can exist in that region. 

Coniferous 
forest

Deciduous 
forest

Tropical 
rainforests

Tundra

Temperate 
grasslands

Tropical 
grasslands

Hot deserts. 
The most productive biomes – which have the greatest
biomass- grow in climates that are hot and wet. 

Biome’s climate and plants

Biome Location Temperature Rainfall Flora Fauna

Tropical 
rainforest

Centred along the 
Equator.

Hot all year (25-30°C) Very high (over 
200mm/year)

Tall trees forming a canopy; wide 
variety of species. 

Greatest range of different animal 
species. Most live in canopy layer

Tropical 
grasslands

Between latitudes 5°- 30°
north & south of Equator.

Warm all year (20-30°C) Wet + dry season 
(500-1500mm/year)

Grasslands with widely spaced 
trees.

Large hoofed herbivores and 
carnivores dominate.

Hot desert Found along the tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn. 

Hot by day (over 30°C) 
Cold by night

Very low (below 
300mm/year)

Lack of plants and few species; 
adapted to drought.

Many animals are small and 
nocturnal: except for the camel.

Temperate 
forest

Between latitudes 40°-
60° north of Equator.

Warm summers + mild 
winters (5-20°C)

Variable rainfall (500-
1500m /year) 

Mainly deciduous trees; a variety 
of species.

Animals adapt to colder and 
warmer climates. Some migrate.

Tundra Far Latitudes of 65° north 
and south of Equator 

Cold winter + cool 
summers (below 10°C)

Low rainfall (below 
500mm/ year)

Small plants grow close to the 
ground and only in summer.

Low number of species. Most 
animals found along coast.

Coral Reefs
Found within 30° north –
south of Equator in 
tropical waters.

Warm water all year 
round with temperatures 
of 18°C

Wet + dry seasons. 
Rainfall varies greatly
due to location.

Small range of plant life which 
includes algae and sea grasses 
that shelters reef animals. 

Dominated by polyps and a 
diverse range of fish species. 

Nutrient cycle

Plants take in nutrients to build into new 
organic matter. Nutrients are taken up when 
animals eat plants and then returned to the 
soil when animals die and the body is broken 
down by decomposers.

Litter This is the surface layer of 
vegetation, which over time 
breaks down to become humus.

Biomass The total mass of living 
organisms per unit area.

Distribution of Tropical Rainforests

Tropical rainforests are centred along the 
Equator between the Tropic of Cancer and 
Capricorn. Rainforests can be found in South 
America, central Africa and South-East Asia. 
The Amazon is the world’s largest rainforest 
and takes up the majority of northern South 
America, encompassing countries such as 
Brazil and Peru.

Climate of Tropical Rainforests

• Evening temperatures rarely fall below 22°C.
• Due to the presence of clouds, temperatures rarely 

rise above 32°C.
• Most afternoons have heavy showers.
• At night with no clouds insulating, temperature drops.

Rainforest nutrient cycle (soils)

The hot, damp conditions on the forest floor allow for the rapid 
decomposition of dead plant material. This provides plentiful 
nutrients that are easily absorbed by plant roots. However, as these 
nutrients are in high demand from the many fast-growing plants, 
they do not remain in the soil for long and stay close to the surface. 
If vegetation is removed, the soils quickly become infertile.

Layers of the Rainforest

Emergent Highest layer with trees reaching 50 metres.

Canopy Most life is found here as It receives 70% of 
the sunlight and 80% of the life.

U-Canopy Consists of trees that reach 20 metres high.

Shrub Layer Lowest layer with small trees that have 
adapted to living in the shade.

Tropical Rainforest Biome

Tropical rainforest cover about 2 per cent of the Earth’s surface yet they are 
home to over half of the world’s plant and animals. 

Food Web and Chains

Simple food chains are useful in 
explaining the basic principles 
behind ecosystems. They show 
only one species at a particular 
trophic level. Food webs however 
consists of a network of many food 
chains interconnected together.

Example: UK Ecosystem – Silk Mills Nature Reserve, Taunton 

Local nature reserve opened in 2010. to the west of the town. 10ha in size. 
Grassland, rivers, hedgerows and woodland 

Components & Interrelationships How ecosystem can 
change 

Producers Grass, blackberry bush, algae Human: Fertiliser or 
pesticides can enter the 
pond from run off 
(water from farms). 
People can fish in the 
pond 

Physical: Snow, heat. 
Killing off species of 
insects 

Consumers Rabbits, Midge Larva 

Top 
predators 

Kingfishers, Herons 

Interdependence in the rainforest

A rainforest works through interdependence. This is where the plants and 
animals depend on each other for survival. If one component changes, there 

can be serious knock-up effects for the entire ecosystem. 



Tropical Rainforests: Case Study Malaysia

Malaysia is a LIC country is south-east Asia. 67% of Malaysia is a tropical rainforest with 18% of it not being interfered with.
However , Malaysia has the fastest rate of deforestation compared to anywhere in the world 

What are the causes of deforestation?

Logging Agriculture

• Most widely reported cause of 
destructions to biodiversity.

• Timber is harvested to create 
commercial items such as 
furniture and paper. 

• Violent confrontation between 
indigenous tribes and logging 
companies. 

• Large scale ‘slash  and burn’ of 
land for ranches and palm oil. 

• Increases carbon emission.
• River saltation and soil erosion 

increasing due to the large 
areas of exposed land.

• Increase in palm oil is making 
the soil infertile.

Mineral Extraction Tourism

• Precious metals are found in 
the rainforest.

• Areas mined can experience soil 
and water contamination.

• Indigenous people are 
becoming displaced from their 
land due to roads being built to 
transport products.

• Mass tourism is resulting in the 
building of hotels in extremely 
vulnerable areas.

• Lead to negative relationship 
between the government and 
indigenous tribes

• Tourism has exposed animals 
to human diseases. 

Energy Development Road Building 

• The high rainfall creates ideal 
conditions for hydro-electric 
power (HEP).

• The Bakun Dam in Malaysia is 
key for creating energy in this 
developing country, however, 
both people and environment 
have suffered. 

• Roads are needed to bring 
supplies and provide access to 
new mining areas, settlements 
and energy projects. 

• In Malaysia, logging companies 
use an extensive network of 
roads for heavy machinery and 
to transport wood.

Adaptations to the rainforest

Orangutans Large arms to swing & support in the tree canopy. 

Drip Tips Allows heavy rain to run off leaves easily.

Lianas & Vines Climbs trees to reach sunlight at canopy.

Rainforest inhabitants

Many tribes have developed sustainable ways of 
survival. The rainforest provides inhabitants with…
• Food through hunting and gathering.
• Natural medicines from forest plants.
• Homes and boats from forest wood.

Issues related to biodiversity

Why are there high rates of biodiversity?

• Warm and wet climate encourages a 
wide range of vegetation to grow. 

• There is rapid recycling of nutrients to 
speed plant growth. 

• Most of the rainforest is untouched.

Main issues with biodiversity decline

• Keystone species (a species that are 
important of other species) are 
extremely important in the rainforest 
ecosystem. Humans are threatening 
these vital components. 

• Decline in species could cause tribes 
being unable to survive. 

• Plants & animals may become extinct. 
• Key medical plants may become extinct.

Impacts of deforestation

Economic development 

+ Mining, farming and logging creates 
employment and tax income for 
government. 
+ Products such as palm oil provide valuable 
income for countries. 
- The loss of biodiversity will reduce tourism. 

Soil erosion

- Once the land is exposed by deforestation, 
the soil is more vulnerable to rain. 
- With no roots to bind soil together, soil can 
easily wash away. 

Climate Change 

-When rainforests are cut down, the climate 
becomes drier. 
-Trees are carbon ‘sinks’. With greater 
deforestation comes more greenhouse 
emissions in the atmosphere. 
-When trees are burnt, they release more 
carbon in the atmosphere. This will enhance 
the greenhouse effect. 

Sustainability for the Rainforest

Uncontrolled and unchecked exploitation can cause irreversible damage such 
as loss of biodiversity, soil erosion and climate change. 

Possible strategies include:
• Agro-forestry - Growing trees and crops at the same time. It prevents soil 

erosion and the crops benefit from the nutrients.
• Selective logging - Trees are only felled when they reach a particular 

height. 
• Education - Ensuring those people understand the consequences of 

deforestation
• Afforestation - If trees are cut down, they are replaced.
• Forest reserves - Areas protected from exploitation.
• Ecotourism - tourism that promotes the environments & conservation

Hot Desert: Case Study Thar Desert – India/Pakistan

The Thar Desert is located on the border between India and Pakistan in Southern Asia. With India soon becoming the 
most populated country in the world in the next five years. With this, more people will plan to live in the desert. 

Distribution of the world’s hot deserts

Most of the world’s hot deserts are found 
in the subtropics between 20 degrees and 
30 degrees north & south of the Equator. 
The Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn run 
through most of the worlds major deserts. 

Major characteristics of hot deserts

• Aridity – hot deserts are extremely dry, 
with annual rainfall below 250 mm. 

• Heat – hot deserts rise over 40 degrees. 
• Landscapes – Some places have dunes, 

but most are rocky with thorny bushes.    

Climate of Hot Deserts

• Very little rainfall with less than 250 mm per 
year. 

• It might only rain once every two to three years. 
• Temperate are hot in the day (45 °C) but are 

cold at night due to little cloud cover (5 °C).
• In winter, deserts can sometimes receive 

occasional frost and snow. 

Hot Deserts inhabitants

- People often live in large 
open tents to keep cool. 
- Food is often cooked slowly 
in the warm sandy soil. 
- Head scarves are worn by 
men to provide protection 
from the Sun. 

Adaptations to the desert

Cactus • Large roots to absorb water soon after 
rainfall. 

• Needles instead of leaves to reduce 
surface area and therefore transpiration. 

Camels • Hump for storing fat (NOT water). 
• Wide feet for walking on sand. 
• Long eyelashes to protect from sand. 

Desert Interdependence

Different parts of the 
hot desert ecosystem 

are closely linked 
together and depend on 
each other, especially in 

a such a harsh 
environment. 

Opportunities and challenges in the Hot desert

Opportunities Challenges 

• There are valuable minerals for industries and 
construction. 

• Energy resources such as coal and oil can be found in 
the Thar desert. 

• Great opportunities for renewable energy such as solar 
power at Bhaleri. 

• Thar desert has attracted tourists, especially during 
festivals. 

• The extreme heat makes it difficult to work outside for 
very long. 

• High evaporation rates from irrigation canals and 
farmland.

• Water supplies are limited, creating problems for the 
increasing number of people moving into area. 

• Access through the desert is tricky as roads are difficult 
to build and maintain.  

Causes of Desertification

Desertification means the turning of 
semi-arid areas (or drylands) into 

deserts. 

Climate Change 
Reduce rainfall and rising temperatures 

have meant less water for plants.

Fuel Wood
People rely on wood for fuel. This 

removal of trees causes the soil to be 
exposed. 

Overgrazing 
Too many animals mean plants are 

eaten faster than they can grow back. 
Causing soil erosion. 

Over-Cultivation
If crops are grown in the same areas 
too often, nutrients in the soil will be 

used up causing soil erosion.

Population Growth
A growing population puts pressure on 
the land leading to more deforestation, 

overgrazing and over-cultivation. 

Strategies to reduce Desertification

• Water management - growing 
crops that don’t need much water. 

• Tree Planting - trees can act as 
windbreakers to protect the soil 
from wind and soil erosion. 

• Soil Management - leaving areas of 
land to rest and recover lost 
nutrients. 

• Technology – using less expensive, 
sustainable materials for people to 
maintain. i.e. sand fences, terraces 
to stabilise soil and solar cookers 
to reduce deforestation. 



The structure of the Earth

The Crust
Varies in thickness (5-10km) beneath 
the ocean. Made up of several large 
plates.

The Mantle 

Widest layer (2900km thick). The heat 
and pressure means the rock is in a 
liquid state that is in a state of 
convection. 

The Inner
and outer 
Core

Hottest section (5000 degrees). Mostly 
made of iron and nickel and is 4x 
denser than the crust. Inner section is 
solid whereas outer layer is liquid. 

Types of Plate Margins

Destructive Plate Margin (+ Collision)

When the denser plate subducts beneath the other, friction 
causes it to melt and become molten magma. The magma 
forces its ways up to the surface to form a volcano. This margin 
is also responsible for devastating earthquakes. Collison plate 
boundaries create fold mountains like the Himalayas, where 
two continental plates push together 

Constructive Plate Margin

Here two plates are moving apart causing new magma to 
reach the surface through the gap. Volcanoes formed along 
this crack cause a submarine mountain range such as those in 
the Mid Atlantic Ridge.

Conservative Plate Margin

A conservative plate boundary occurs where plates slide past 
each other in opposite directions, or in the same direction but 
at different speeds. This is responsible for earthquakes such as 
the ones happening along the San Andreas Fault, USA.

Causes of Earthquakes

Earthquakes are caused when two plates become locked causing friction to 
build up. From this stress, the pressure will eventually be released, triggering 
the plates to move into a new position.  This movement causes energy in the 
form of seismic waves, to travel from the focus towards the epicentre. As a 
result, the crust vibrates triggering an earthquake.

The point directly above the focus, where the seismic waves 
reach first, is called the EPICENTRE.

SEISMIC WAVES (energy waves) travel out from the focus.  

The point at which pressure is released is called the FOCUS. 

Factors Affecting Hazard Risk 

Vulnerability 
Some areas have more people prone to hazards. For example 
floodplains in Bangladesh 

Capacity to cope 
Money to build defences for example or put plans in place to reduce 
effects 

Nature of the hazard 

Type: Some hazards can be predicted allowing evacuation, others cant 
like earthquakes 
Frequency: If a country is used to earthquakes, like Japan, then people 
are more prepared 
Magnitude: Larger earthquakes will cause more damage than smaller 
ones, for example  

Earthquake Management

PREDICTING

Methods include:
• Satellite surveying (tracks changes in the earth’s 

surface)
• Laser reflector (surveys movement across fault lines)
• Radon gas sensor (radon gas is released when plates 

move so this finds that)
• Seismometer 
• Water table level (water levels fluctuate before an 

earthquake).
• Scientists also use seismic records to predict when the 

next event will occur.

PROTECTION

You can’t stop earthquakes, so earthquake-prone regions 
follow these three methods to reduce potential damage: 
• Building earthquake-resistant buildings
• Raising public awareness 
• Improving earthquake prediction

PLANNING

• Earthquake Drills – so people know what to do – Drop, 
Cover, Hold On! 

• Have emergency services work together to plan a 
strategy should a EQ occur 

Example: Earthquakes in Countries of different levels of development 

Chili (NEE) Nepal (LIC)

Immediate responses: 
Aid, temporary shelters, 
90% of homes had water 
and power within 10 day

Immediate Responses: Search 
and rescue teams, Water and 
medical support from UK, 
India and China 500,000 tents 
needed to provide shelter for 
homeless 

Long Term Responses: Chilies 
government launched housing 
reconstruction plan for 
200,000 people 

Stricter codes when houses 
rebuilt – not so close together, 
made with better materials to 
withstand shaking – How will 
this be enforced? 

The Challenges of Natural Hazards
Unit 1a

Location of Earthquakes and Volcanoes 

What is a Natural Hazard

A natural hazard is a natural process which could cause death, injury or disruption to 
humans, property and possessions. 

Geological Hazard Meteorological Hazard

These are hazards caused by land and 
tectonic processes. 

These are hazards caused by weather 
and climate. 

Why live in 
areas with 
tectonic 
hazards? 

Cheaper, fertile soil from ash falling, tourism, geothermal 
energy, have no money to move elsewhere, family 
nearby 

Why do 
plates 
move? 

Ridge Push 
and Slab Pull 
(new theory) 

Ridge Push – The build up of material 
(solidified molten rock) at 
constructive plate boundaries 
pushes plates apart

Slab pull – Weight of the 
oceanic plate into the mantle 
(gravity) pulls them further 
into this layer 



Global pattern of air circulation 

Atmospheric circulation is the large-scale movement of air by which heat is 
distributed on the surface of the Earth.

Hadley 
cell

Largest cell which extends
from the Equator to between 
30° to 40° north & south.

Ferrel
cell

Middle cell where air flows 
poleward between 60° & 70°
latitude. 

Polar 
cell 

Smallest & weakness cell that 
occurs from the poles to the 
Ferrel cell.

High and Low Pressure

Low 
Pressure

High 
Pressure

Caused by 
hot air rising. 

Causes 
stormy, 
cloudy 

weather. 

Caused by 
cold air 
sinking. 

Causes clear 
and calm 
weather. 

Distribution of Tropical Storms.

They are known by many names, 
including hurricanes (North America), 
cyclones (India) and typhoons (Japan 

and East Asia). They all occur in a band 
that lies roughly 5-15ͦͦͦ° either side of the 

Equator.

Formation of Tropical Storms

1 The sun’s rays heats large areas of ocean in the summer and autumn. 
This causes warm, moist air to rise over the particular spots

2
Once the temperature is 27⁰, the rising warm moist air leads to a low 
pressure. This eventually turns into a thunderstorm. This causes air 

to be sucked in from the trade winds. 

3
With trade winds blowing in the opposite direction and the rotation 
of earth involved (Coriolis effect),  the thunderstorm  will eventually 

start to spin. 

4 When the storm begins to spin faster than 74mph, a tropical storm 
(such as a hurricane) is officially born.

5
With the tropical storm growing in power, more cool air sinks in the 
centre of the storm, creating calm, clear condition called the eye of 

the storm. 

6
When the tropical storm hits land, it loses its energy source (the 

warm ocean) and it begins to lose strength. Eventually it will ‘blow 
itself out’. 

Changing pattern of  Tropical Storms

Climate change will cause MORE tropical storms (frequency), in NEW 
locations and for some of these to be STRONGER

Case Study: Typhoon Haiyan 2013

Causes
Started as a tropical depression on 2rd November 2013 and gained 

strength. Became a Category 5 “super typhoon” and made landfall on 
the Pacific islands of the Philippines. 

Effects
• Almost 6,500 deaths.
• 130,000 homes destroyed.
• Water and sewage systems 

destroyed had caused
diseases.

• Emotional grief for dead.

Management
• The UN raised £190m in aid.
• USA & UK sent helicopter 

carrier ships deliver aid 
remote areas.

• Education on typhoon 
preparedness – shelters 

Management  of Tropical Storms

Protection
Preparing for a tropical storm 

may involve construction 
projects that will improve 

protection.

Aid
Aid involves assisting after the 

storm, commonly in LIDs.

Development
The scale of the impacts 

depends on the whether the 
country has the resources cope 

with the storm.

Planning 
Involves getting people and the 

emergency services ready to 
deal with the impacts. 

Prediction
Constant monitoring can help to 

give advanced warning of a 
tropical storm

Education
Teaching people about what to 

do in a tropical storm.

Primary Effects of Tropical Storms

• The intense winds of tropical storms can destroy whole 
communities, buildings and communication networks. 

• As well as their own destructive energy, the winds can generate 
abnormally high waves called storm surges.

• Sometimes the most destructive elements of a storm are these 
subsequent high seas and flooding they cause to coastal areas.

Secondary Effects of Tropical Storms

• People are left homeless, which can cause distress, poverty and ill 
health due to lack of shelter. 

• Shortage of clean water and lack of proper sanitation makes it 
easier for diseases to spread. 

• Businesses are damaged or destroyed causing employment. 
• Shortage of food as crops are damaged. 

Example of  UK Weather Event: Somerset Floods 2013

Causes: 
Wettest January since records began. Rivers not dredged for 20 years. Storm 
Surge meant water couldn’t exit into the Bristol Channel 

Effects: 
600 homes flooded. 16 farms 
evacuated. £10 million damage 
3-4 weeks land underwater. Roads 
cut off 

Management
More dredging. Homeowners 
adding flood gates and drainage to 
their homes. More pumps on 
standby 

Other extreme weather in the UK: Heatwaves (2006), Beast from the East 
(2018), Storm Eunice (2022) 

What is Climate Change?

Climate change is a large-scale, long-term shift in the planet's weather 
patterns or average temperatures. Earth has had tropical climates and ice 

ages many times in its 4.5 billion years.

Recent Evidence for climate change. 

Global
temperature

Average global temperatures have increased by more 
than 0.6°C since 1950. 

Ice sheets & 
glaciers

Many of the world’s glaciers and ice sheets are melting.
E.g. the Arctic sea ice has declined by 10% in 30 years. 

Sea Level 
Change

Average global sea level has risen by 10-20cms in the 
past 100 years. This is due to the additional water from 
ice and thermal expansion.

Evidence of natural change

Milankovi
tch Cycles 

Axial tilt from 21 to 25 degrees, Eccentricity (Earths orbit more 
round or oval) and precession (Earth wobbling on its axis) 

Sun Spots Dark spots on the Sun are called Sun spots. They increase the 
amount of energy Earth receives from the Sun.

Volcanic 
Eruptions 

Volcanoes release large amounts of dust containing gases. 
These can block sunlight and results in cooler temperatures.

Enhanced Greenhouse Effect

Recently there has been an increase in humans burning fossil fuels for 
energy. These fuels (gas, coal and oil) emit greenhouse gases. This is making 
the Earth’s atmosphere thicker, therefore trapping more solar radiation and 

causing less to be reflected. As a result, the Earth is becoming warmer.

Managing Climate Change

Mitigating Against (reduce emissions) 
Carbon Capture
International Agreements
Planting Trees 
Renewable energy – including transport 
etc  

Adaptation (adapt to rising sea levels for 
example) 
Drought resistant crops 
Sea defences 
Water transfer schemes 



How does the Holford River change downstream? 

1. Location and why chosen 
• Holford River, Quantocks, Somerset 
• Chosen because the river valley is small, local and could be analysed in a day. 

Lots of features (meanders, waterfalls, gorge) and nice changes in the river 
long profile from V-shaped valley to wider valley floor 

Human influence of the “tanning pond”. Water in this was used softened leather for 
the former mill in the middle course of the river

2. Hypothesis 
A. That bed load will be larger downstream, as a result of a faster 

velocity  
B. That pebbles are rounder downstream because of attrition 

3. Theory 
Hypothesis A: Hjulstrom Curve
More water joins the river 
downstream from tributaries. There 
is less water proportionally touching 
the bed (otherwise causing friction 
and slowing it down), so the river has 
more energy and can move larger 
pebbles / boulders. SO we should find 
larger pebbles downstream
Hypothesis B: Pebbles should get 
rounder downstream as they have 
been in the river longer to have been 
subjected to attrition 

4. Methods used and why appropriate

Velocity: Time how long a cork takes to travel 5 metres 
downstream. Do this 5 times across the channel to find an average. 

Bedload Size : Measure the longest width of 15 pieces of bedload
with a ruler. Measure 5 pebbles in 3 places across the channel (near 
the banks and in the middle). 

Both methods appropriate because, we will compare our results to 
the Hjulstrom Curve to see if larger pebbles are found downstream 
due to the velocity being greater 

Bedload Shape: Compare bedload to the “powers scale of 
roundness and score the pebbles between very angular to very 
rounded by eye. Appropriate because we can see if the proportions 
of pebble shapes change downstream showing if there is attrition. 

6. Data Presentation and why appropriate: Scatter 
graph (below) as we are seeing if there is a link 
between two variables. Divided bars to clearly 
present proportions of pebble shape, easy to see 
changes downstream 

7. Analysing Results 
Hypothesis A: 
• If results were 100% accurate the line of best fit should 

have sites 1 – 6 on it in order from left to right. 
• We found that as velocity increases bedload size increases 

as we expected from the Hjulstrom Curve… however only 
to the extent that there is a weak positive correlation. 
Sites are not in order 1-6 from left to right. 

Anomalies: 

• Site 4 – Braiding (Human Influence); where the tanning 
pond (for softening leather) withdrew water from the 
river and therefore the river lost energy and deposited 
material. The channel split up into multiple channels and 
re-joined into one further downstream of the human 
influence

• Site 6 - Storm Beach; there is a pond at the river mouth 

LINK TO HUMAN GEOGRAPHY: Sites 1-4 – Dams (Human 
Influence) have been built out of the bedload to reduce flooding 
downstream by the Quantock Rangers. The dams hold the water in 
the upper course for longer. This would have changed our bedload
AND velocity results 
Hypothesis B: 
Pebbles got rounder downstream overall however the dams and 
the storm beach mean that the increase in rounder pebbles 
downstream is less clear. 

8. Conclusion 

Hypothesis A: Velocity increased downstream. This is because 
downstream there is less water touching the bed and banks of the 
channel proportionally. Therefore the river flows faster. With a 
quicker velocity the river has more energy to move larger bedload. So 
as velocity increased, so too did bedload size, as expected. 

Hypothesis B: Pebbles generally got rounder downstream because of 
attrition acting on the bedload. 

9. Evaluation of Methods 

Problems with results include: 

• Bedload roundness done by opinion only 
• Only taking data from the first 50% of the river
• Kicking the cork along – making the velocity appear quicker 
• Only measuring bedload 30cm and under so we didn’t 

measure larger boulders 
• Only going out once in October to collect data so we only had 

data at one point in time  
• Secondary data from the Storm Beach that was over 5 years 

old which could have been measured differently and in 
different conditions 

Improvements: 

• Take primary data from Kilve Beach (Site 6) instead of 
secondary data 

• Take data from all of the river to get a better overview 
• Don’t kick the cork so that the velocity would be more 

accurate 
• Using a larger tape measure for bedload so we could measure 

larger pebbles 
• Collect data from the river several times (different seasons) to 

gain averages of velocity over time. 

5. Risks and solutions: 
• Drowning in the river – enter shallow water only 
• Getting Lost in the landscape – take a map and go with 

others 
• Falling over and breaking an arm/leg – don’t attempt to 

access the river down steep slopes and/or wear walking 
boots 



The Changing Economic World

What is development?

Development is an improvement in living standards through 
better use of resources. 

Economic This is progress in economic growth through 
levels of industrialisation and use of technology. 

Social This is an improvement in people’s standard of 
living. For example, clean water and electricity. 

Environmental This involves advances in the management and 
protection of the environment.

Measuring development

These are used to compare and understand a country’s level of 
development. 

Economic indictors examples

Employment type The proportion of the population working 
in primary, secondary, tertiary and 
quaternary industries.

Trade The value and type of goods. Raw products 
mainly moved out of LICs for example 

Gross National 
Income per capita

An average of gross national income per 
person, per year in US dollars.

Social indicators examples

Infant mortality The number of children who die before 
reaching 1 per 1000 babies born.

Literacy rate The percentage of population over the age 
of 15 who can read and write.

Life expectancy The average lifespan of someone born in 
that country. 

Mixed indicators 

Human Development 
Index (HDI)

A number that uses life expectancy, 
education level and income per person.

Variations in the level of development

LICs Poorest countries in the world. GNI 
per capita is low and most citizens 
have a low standard of living.

NEEs These countries are getting richer 
as their economy is progressing 
from the primary industry to the 
secondary industry. Greater 
exports leads to better wages. 

HICs These countries are wealthy with a 
high GNI per capita and standards 
of living. These countries can 
spend money on services. 

Causes of uneven development 

Development is globally uneven with most HICs located in Europe, North America 
and Oceania. Most NEEs are in Asia and South America, whilst most LICs are in 

Africa. Remember, development can also vary within countries too.

Physical factors causing the development gap 

Resources: Fuel sources such as oil. 
Minerals and metals for fuel. 
Availability for timber. Access to safe 
water.

Risk: Risk of tectonic hazards. Benefits 
from volcanic material and floodwater. 
Frequent hazards undermines 
redevelopment.

Climate: Reliability of rainfall to benefit 
farming. Extreme climates limit industry 
and affects health. Climate can attract 
tourists. Tropical diseases (malaria) 

Landlocked countries may find trade 
difficulties. Mountainous terrain makes 
farming difficult. Scenery attracts 
tourists. 

Human factors affecting uneven  development 

Aid Trade

• Aid can help some 
countries develop key 
projects for 
infrastructure faster.

• Aid can improve services 
such as schools, 
hospitals and roads. 

• Too much reliance on 
aid might stop other 
trade links becoming 
established.  

• Countries that export 
more than they import 
have a trade surplus. 
This can improve the 
national economy. 

• Having good trade 
relationships.

• Trading goods and 
services is more 
profitable than raw 
materials. 

Education Health

• Education creates a 
skilled workforce 
meaning more goods 
and services are 
produced. 

• Educated people earn 
more money, meaning 
they also pay more 
taxes. This money can 
help develop the 
country in the future. 

• Lack of clean water and 
poor healthcare means a 
large number of people 
suffer from diseases. 

• People who are ill 
cannot work so there is 
little contribution to the 
economy. 

• More money on 
healthcare means less 
spent on development. 

Politics History

• Corruption in local and 
national governments. 

• The stability of the 
government can effect 
the country’s ability to 
trade. 

• Ability of the country to 
invest into services and 
infrastructure. 

• Colonialism has helped 
Europe develop, but 
slowed down 
development in many 
other countries. 

• Countries that went 
through industrialisation 
a while ago, have now 
develop further.

Consequences of Uneven Development 

Levels of development are different in different countries. This 
uneven development has consequences for countries, especially in 
wealth, health and  migration.

Wealth People in more developed countries have higher 
incomes than less developed countries. 

Health
Better healthcare means that people in more 
developed countries live longer than those in less 
developed countries. 

Migration
If  nearby countries have higher levels of 
development  or are  secure, people will move to 
seek better opportunities  and standard of living.

Unit 2b

The Demographic Transition Model

The demographic 
transition model (DTM) 

shows population change 
over time. It studies how 
birth rate and death rate 

affect the total population 
of a country.

STAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3 STAGE 4 STAGE 5

High  DR
High BR
Steady

BR Low 
Declining 

DR
Very High

Rapidly 
falling DR

Low BR
High

Low DR
Low BR

Zero

Slowly 
Falling DR

Low BR
Negative

e.g. Tribes e.g. Kenya e.g. India e.g. UK e.g. Japan



Reducing the Global Development Gap

Microfinance Loans
This involves people in LICs  
receiving smalls loans from 
traditional banks. 
+ Loans enable people to begin 
their own businesses
- Its not clear they can reduce 
poverty at a large scale. 

Foreign-direct investment
This is when one country buys 
property or infrastructure in 
another country.
+ Leads to better access to 
finance, technology & expertise.
- Investment can come with 
strings attached that country’s 
will need to comply with.

Aid
This is given by one country to 
another as money or resources.
+ Improve literacy rates, building  
dams, improving agriculture. 
- Can be wasted by corrupt 
governments or they can 
become too reliant on aid.

Debt Relief
This is when a country’s debt is 
cancelled or interest rates are 
lowered. 
+ Means more money can be 
spent on development. 
- Locals might not always get a 
say. Some aid can be tied under 
condition from donor country.

Fair trade
This is a movement where 
farmers get a fair price for the 
goods produced.
+ Paid fairly so they can develop 
schools & health centres.
-Only a tiny proportion of the 
extra money reaches producers.

Technology
Includes tools, machines and 
affordable equipment  that 
improve quality of life.
+ Renewable energy is less 
expensive and polluting.
- Requires initial investment and 
skills in operating technology

CS: Reducing the Development Gap In Jamaica

Location and Background

Jamaica is a LIC island nation 
part of the Caribbean. Location 

makes Jamaica an attractive 
place for visitors to explore the 

tropical blue seas, skies and 
palm filled sandy beaches

Tourist economy Multiplier effect

-In 2015, 2.12 million visited. 
-Tourism contributes 27% of GDP 
and will increase to 38% by 2025.
-130,000 jobs rely on tourism. 
-Global recession 2008 caused a 
decline in tourism. Now tourism 
is beginning to recover.

-Jobs from tourism have meant 
more money has been spent in 
shops and other businesses. 
-Government has invested in 
infrastructure to support tourism.
-New sewage treatment plants 
have reduced pollution.  

Development Problems

- Tourists do not always spend much money outside their resorts.
- Infrastructure improvements have not spread to the whole island. 
- Many people in Jamaica still live in poor quality housing and lack 

basic services such as healthcare. 

Case Study: Economic Development in Nigeria

Location & Importance

Nigeria is a NEE in West Africa. 
Nigeria is just north of the Equator 

and experiences a range of 
environments. 

Nigeria is the most populous and 
economically powerful country in 
Africa. Economic growth has been 

base on oil exports. 

Influences upon Nigeria's development 

Political Social

Suffered instability with a civil war 
between 1967-1970.
From 1999, the country became 
stable with free and fair elections.
Stability has encouraged global 
investment from China and USA. 

Nigeria is a multi-cultural, multi-
faith society. 
Although mostly a strength, 
diversity has caused regional 
conflicts from groups such as the 
Boko Haram terrorists. 

Cultural Industrial Structures

Nigeria’s diversity has created rich 
and varied artistic culture. 
The country has a rich music, 
literacy and film industry (i.e. 
Nollywood). 
A successful national football side.

Once mainly based on agriculture, 
50% of its economy is now 
manufacturing and services.
A thriving manufacturing industry 
is increasing  foreign investment  
and employment opportunities. 

The role of TNCs Changing Relationships

TNCs such as Shell have played an 
important role in its economy. 
+ Investment has increased 
employment and income. 
- Profits move to HICs. 
- Many oil spills have damaged 
fragile environments. 

Nigeria plays a leading role with 
the African Union and UN. 
Growing links with China with 
huge investment in infrastructure. 
Main import includes petrol from 
the EU, cars from Brazil and 
phones from China. 

Environmental Impacts Aid & Debt relief

The 2008/09 oil spills devastated 
swamps and its ecosystems.
Industry has caused toxic 
chemicals to be discharged in open 
sewers - risking human health.
80% of forest have been cut down. 
This also increases CO² emissions.

+ Receives $5billion per year in aid. 
+ Aid groups (ActionAid) have 
improved health centres, provided 
anti-mosquito nets and helped to 
protect people against AIDS/HIV. 
- Some aid fails to reach the people 
who need it due to corruption. 

Effects of Economic Development 

Life expectancy has increased from 46 to 53 years. 64% have access to 
safe water. Typical schooling years has increased from 7 to 9.

Case Study: Economic Change in the UK
UK in the Wider World

The UK has one of the largest 
economies in the world. 

The UK has huge political, economic 
and cultural influences. 

The UK is highly regarded for its 
fairness and tolerance. 

The UK has global transport links i.e. 
Heathrow and the Eurostar.

Causes of Economic Change Towards Post-Industrial

De-industrialisation and the decline of 
the UK’s industrial base in the 1980s
Globalisation has meant many 
industries have moved overseas, where 
labour costs are lower. 
Government investing in supporting 
vital businesses.  

The quaternary increased, secondary
has decreased. Numbers in primary and 
tertiary industry has stayed the steady. 
Big increase in professional and 
technical jobs. Working from home
increased due to internet connections. 
Science parks opening near main roads/ 
motorways  for easy access and near 
University cities for good employees. 

Example: Modern Industry being more sustainable – Torr Quarry, Somerset

• Transporting rock by rail = less congestion 
• Planting trees = less noise, dust and hides the ugly “scar”. 
• Blasting in the day to reduce noise for locals 

Area of Population Growth –Monkton 
Heathfield

Area of Population Decline – Outer 
Hebrides, Scotland

4,500 new homes by 2028
Buyer incentives – help to buy etc.

50% decline since 1901 – now 23,000 
Young people left – lack of employment

Impacts: Impacts:  

- Rising house prices have caused 
tensions in villages
- Lack of affordable housing for local 
first time buyers. 
- Influx of poor migrants puts pressures
on local services – schools etc
- Villages are unpopulated during the 
day causing loss of identity
+ More people can live in the 
countryside 
+ More business for shops and pubs 

- Aging population – leading to 
problems in care when the 
population reach later life 

- Loss of local services, such as Post 
Offices

- School closures from a reduction 
in children. Loss of jobs and 
community. 

Improvements to Transport UK North/South Divide

A £15 billion ‘Road Improvement 
Strategy’. This will involve 10 new 
roads and 1,600 extra lanes.
£50 billion HS2 railway to improve 
connections between key UK cities in 
the North (Leeds etc) to London. 
£18 billion on Heathrow’s controversial 
third runway.
Crossrail in London is increasing 
connections throughout the city 

- Wages are lower in the North. 
- Health is better in the South. 
- Education is worse in the North. 
+ The government is aiming to support 
a Northern Powerhouse project to 
resolve regional differences – road and 
rail connections 
+ More devolving of powers to 
disadvantaged regions.
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GCSE French Knowledge Organiser
Theme 1: Identity and Culture

• Me, my family and friends

• Technology in everyday life

• Free-time activities

• Customs and festivalsUsing this knowledge organiser
To learn the information you can use:
• Flashcards for key terms
• Mind maps for the different topic areas
• Practise using the language
Check out the ‘Heathfield Learner’ page on our website 
for more study tips!



Important Verbs

avoir to have

être to be

faire to do / make

aller to go

se disputer to argue

S’entendre bien to get on well

se fâcher to fall out, get angry

se marier to marry

vouloir to want

sortir to go out

aimer to like

Year 10 French: Moi, ma famille et mes amis

The Near Future

Je vais avoir I’m going to have

Je vais être I’m going to be

Je vais aller I’m going to go

Je vais me marier I’m going to get married

The immediate future

J’aurai I will have

Je serai I will be

J’irai I will go

Je me marierai I will get married

Key Vocabulary

Mon père, Ma mère My dad, My mum

Mon grand-père, Ma grand-mère My grandad, My grandma

Mon frère, Ma soeur My brother, My sister

Mon petit ami/copain My boyfriend

Ma petite amie/copine My girlfriend

Mon/Ma meilleur(e) ami(e) My best friend

Mon mari My husband

Ma femme My wife

Mon beau-père, Ma belle-mère My stepdad, My stepmum

Mon demi-frère My half/stepbrother

Ma demi-soeur My half/stepsister

Give a range of opinions

J’adore I love

J’aime I like

Je n’aime pas I don’t like it

À mon avis / Selon moi In my opinion

Pour moi For me

Ça m’énerve That annoys me

Ça m’intéresse That interests me

Je pense que I think that

Je crois que I believe that

Je trouve que I find that

Je voudrais I would like

J’aimerais I would like

Using qualifiers

Il est très / assez… He is very/ quite…

Elle est un peu… She is a bit…

Possessive Adjectives

Mon,Ma,Mes My

Ton, Ta, Tes Your

Son, Sa, Ses His / Her

Side A

Other ways to talk about the future

Je voudrais I would like

J’aimerais I would like

J’éspère I hope

Je veux I want

Describing people

Il / Elle est He / She is

Ils / Elles sont They are

Il / Elle a He / She has

Ils / Elles ont They have

les cheveux bruns et longs long brown hair

les yeux noisette hazel eyes

gentil(le) kind, nice

Bavard(e) chatty

aimable friendly

désagréable unpleasant

casse-pieds a pain, annoying



Example Sentences

Dans ma famille il y a quatre personnes: mon père, ma mère, ma soeur et moi. In my family there are four people: my dad, my mum, my sister and me.

Ma soeur est assez petite et mince. Elle a les cheveux roux et frisés et les yeux verts. Elle est

assez gentille mais quelquefois elle est un peu égoïste. On se dispute de temps en temps.

My sister is quite short and slim. She has curly red hair and green eyes. She is quite kind but 

sometimes she is a bit selfish. We argue from time to time.

Je m’entends bien avec mon père car il est plus sympa que ma mère. Je me chamaille avec ma 

soeur parce qu’elle est casse-pied!

I get on well with my dad because he is nicer than my mum. I bicker with my sister because she 

is a pain!

Ma meilleure amie est très intelligente et un peu bavarde. On s’entend très bien car elle me 

fait rire.

My best friend is very intelligent and a bit chatty. We get on very well because she makes me 

laugh.

Je n’ai pas de petit copain mais mon partenaire idéal est très beau avec les cheveux blonds et 

les yeux bleus. Aussi il est sympa et généreux.

I don’t have a boyfriend but my ideal partner is very good looking with blond hair and blue 

eyes. He is also nice and generous.

Je voudrais me marier quand j’aurai vingt-cinq ans,et je voudrais trois enfants: une fille et 

deux garçons!

I would like to get married when I am 25 years old and I would like three children: one girl and 

two boys!

Questions

C’est comment, ta famille? What is your family like?

Décris ta soeur. Describe your sister.

Tu t’entends bien avec tes parents? Do you get on well with your parents?

As-tu un(e) meilleur(e) ami(e)? Do you have a best friend?

As-tu un(e) petit(e) copain/copine? Do you have a boy/girlfriend?

Il/Elle est comment, ton/ta partenaire idéal(e)? What is your ideal partner like?

Tu voudrais te marier? À quel âge? Would you like to get married? At what age?

Tu voudrais avoir des enfants? Would you like to have children?

Year 10 French: Moi, ma famille et mes amis Side B



Important Verbs

Year 10 French: La technologie

Time phrasesKey Vocabulary

Give a range of opinions

Making a comparison

C’est plus…que… It is more…than…

C’est moins…que… It is less…than…

Direct object pronouns – replace something that has already been 
mentioned)

Side A

parler to talk (in person / on phone)

tchatter to chat (online)

envoyer to send

recevoir to receive

utiliser to use

mettre (en ligne) to post / put online

télécharger to download

enregistrer to record

chercher to look for / search

prendre des photos to take photos

Les réseaux sociaux Social networks

En ligne Online

Les tchats Chatrooms

Un portable A mobile

Un ordinateur portable A laptop (computer)

Un SMS / texto A text message

L’écran The screen

Un site internet / web A website / page

Un jeu-vidéo A video game

Je l’adore I love it

Je l’aime I like it

Je ne l’aime pas I don’t like it

À mon avis / Selon moi In my opinion

Pour moi For me

Ça m’énerve That annoys me

Ça m’intéresse That interests me

Je pense que I think that

Je trouve que I find that

Ce n’est pas pour moi It is not for me

Ce n’est pas mon truc It is not my thing

Tous les jours / Chaque jour Every day

Le soir In the evening

Une heure par jour One hour a day

Toujours Always

Souvent Often

Quelquefois / Parfois Sometimes

Rarement Rarely

Jamais Never

J’adore mon portable, je 
l’utilise tous les jours.

I love my mobile, I use it every 
day.

J’ai une tablette, je l’utilise
pour prendre des photos.

I have a tablet, I use it to take 
photos.

Useful adjectives

utile useful

pratique practical

facile easy

Difficil(e) difficult

amusant(e) fun

ennuyeux /-euse boring

demodé(e) outdated

moderne modern



Example Sentences

Questions

Year 10 French: La technologie Side B

J’utilise Snapchat plus que Facebook. I use Snapchat more than Facebook.

Les tchats sont plus populaires que les blogs. Chatrooms are more popular than blogs.

Je pense que je passe moins d’heures sur internet qu’avant. I think that I spend less time on the internet than before.

J’utilise souvent mon portable. À mon avis c’est facile et pratique. I use my mobile a lot / often. In my opinion it is easy and practical.

J’envoie des emails à mes professeurs, pour moi c’est utile. I send messages to my teachers via email, it is useful for me.

J’aime mettre en ligne mes photos parce que c’est amusant. I like to post photos online because it is fun.

Pour moi, l’internet est moins intéressant que faire des sports. For me, the internet is less interesting than doing sports.

Ma mère dit que je passe trop d’heures en jouant des jeux-vidéos. My mum says that I spend too much time playing videogames.

Quel est ton opinion de la technologie? What is your opinion on technology?

Est-ce que tu utilises souvent la technologie? Do you use technology often?

Tu utilises la technologie comment? How do you use technology?

Tu utilises l’internet pour tes devoirs? Do you use the internet to do your homework?

Tu préfères quelles technologies? Which technology do you prefer?

As-tu un portable? Do you have a mobile?

Tu as fait des achats sur internet? Have you done some online shopping?



Year 10 French: Le temps libre

Important verbs

jouer à to play (sports / games)

faire to do

faire des magasins / aller
au cinéma

to go shopping / to the 
cinema

chanter to sing

danser to dance

jouer de to play (musical instrument)

lire to read

écouter to listen

sortir to go out

voir to watch / see

Key vocabulary

Mes passe-temps My hobbies

Ma passion, c’est… My passion is…

la natation swimming

la musique music

le cinéma cinema

les livres books

les BDs comic books

les dessins animés cartoons

les feuilletons soap operas

le dessin art

Time phrases

En général Generally

Normalment / 
D’habitude

Normally / Usually

De temps en temps Occasionally

Tous les soirs Every evening

Useful adjectives

amusant/e fun / funny

ennuyeux/euse boring

palpitant/e exciting

fatigant/e / épuisant/e tiring

délicieux/se delicious

intéressant/e interesting

dangereux/euse dangerous

divertissant/e entertaining

reposant/e / relaxant/e relaxing

créatif/ve creative

bon/ne pour la santé good for your health

The pronoun ‘y’

The pronoun y replaces a noun preceded by à / au / à la 
/ à l’ / en or chez.

J’y joue I play it (sports/games)

J’y vais I go there

Sequencers

avant before

après after

d’abord firstly

puis / ensuite then / next

Quand and Si phrases

Quand j’ai le temps, 
j’aime aller à la piscine.

When I have time, I like to go 
to the swimming pool.

S’il fait beau, je vais au 
parc avec mes copains.

If it is good weather, I go to 
the park with my friends.

The pronoun ‘en’

The pronoun en replaces a noun preceded by du / de la / 
del’ or des.

J’en joue I play it (musical instrument)

J’en fais I do it

J’en mange I eat it / them

The perfect tense

J’ai / Nous avons joué I / We played

J’ai / Nous avons fini I / We finished

J’ai / Nous avons fait I / We did

Je suis allé(e) I went

Nous sommes allé(e)s We went



Example Sentences

Questions

Year 10 French: Le temps libre Side B

Je m’intéresse beaucoup à la musique. I‘m really interested in music.

Ma passion, c’est danser! My passion is dancing!

J’adore aller au cinéma quand je peux. I love to go to the cinema when I can.

Si j’ai le temps, je joue de la guitare. J’en joue le soir. If I have time, I play the guitar. I play it in the evening.

Je joue aux jeux-vidéos parce que je pense que c’est relaxant. I play video games because I think it is relaxing.

J’aime sortir diner avec ma famille le samedi. I like to eat out with my family on Saturdays.

Pour moi, regarder un match est moins amusant que jouer au tennis. For me, watching a match is less fun than playing tennis.

J’adore jouer au basket, j’y joue avec mes amis chaque semaine. I love to play basketball, I play it with my friends every week.

Le weekend dernier je suis allé en ville avec mes amis et nous avons fait des magasins. Last weekend I went to town with my friends and we went shopping.

Que fais-tu pendant ton temps libre? What do you do in your free time?

Tu es sportif/ve? Are you sporty?

Tu sors souvent avec tes amis ou ta famille? Do you go out often with your friends or family?

Tu joues d’un instrument? Do you play an instrument?

Est-ce que tu regardes souvent la télévision? Do you watch television often?

Tu aimes faire des magasins? Do you like to go shopping?

Préfères-tu lire ou aller au cinéma? Do you prefer to read or go to the cinema?

Qu’est-ce que tu as fait le weekend dernier? What did you do last weekend?



Important Verbs

fêter / célébrer to celebrate

sortir to go out

faire to do / make

aller to go

regarder to watch

donner to give

recevoir to receive

acheter to buy

s’habiller to dress up

manger to eat

boire to drink

Year 10 French: Les fêtes

Key Vocabulary

La fête Festival, party

Le jour férié Bank holiday

Le cadeau present

Félicitations! Congratulations!

La fête du travail May Day

La fête nationale Bastille Day

Pâques Easter

Le poisson d’Avril April Fool’s Day

Noël Christmas

La Saint-Sylvestre New Year’s Eve

Le jour de l’An New Year’s Day

Les feux d’artifice fireworks

Le défilé procession, parade

Extending opinions

parce que / car because

mais but

Par contre, En revanche On the other hand

D’une part…d’autre part On one hand…on the other
hand

D’après / Selon moi In my opinion (“According to
me”)

pourtant, cependant however

‘On’

‘On’ is used often in French and literally means ‘One’ but is 
generally in place of ‘We’ or ‘Everyone’.

On joue We play

On fait We do

On va We go

On mange We eat

On boit We drink

On célébre We celebrate

On donne We give

On achète We buy

Side A

The imperfect tense

Quand j’étais plus 
jeune/ petit(e)…

When I was younger/ little…

Je jouais I used to play

Je faisais I used to do

J’allais I used to go

Je mangeais I used to eat

Je buvais I used to drink

Discussing faith

Je suis, Il/Elle est… I am, He/She is…

religieux/religieuse religious

juif/juive Jewish

musulman(e) Muslim

chrétien(ne) Christian

athée atheist

la synagogue synagogue

la mosquée mosque

l’église church

la Hanoukka Hanukkah

le ramadan Ramadan

l’Aïd al-Fitr Eid al-Fitr



Example Sentences

Questions

Year 10 French: Les fêtes Side B

Ma fête préférée, c’est Pâques car j’adore passer du temps avec ma famille et nous 
mangeons beaucoup de chocolat!

My favourite festival is Easter because I love spending time with my family and 
we eat a lot of chocolate!

Pour célébrer mon anniversaire, normalement je vais à un restaurant avec ma famille, 
et après je sors avec mes amis.

To celebrate my birthday, normally I go to a restaurant with my family and 
afterwards I go out with my friends.

L’année dernière je suis allée à Bristol avec mes cousins pour faire des magasins. C’était
génial!

Last year I went to Bristol with my cousins to go shopping. It was great!

À Noël j’aime acheter des cadeaux pour ma famille et mes amis. Aussi j’aime manger de 
la bûche de Noël, c’est délicieuse!

At Christmas I like to buy presents for my family and my friends. Also I like 
eating chocolate log, it is delicious!

L’année prochaine j’irai en vacances avec ma famille pour Noël. Nous allons visiter ma 
tante qui habite en Irlande.

Next year I will go on holiday with my family for Christmas. We are going to 
visit my aunt who lives in Ireland.

J’aimerais aller à Paris pour le jour de la fête nationale, le quatorze juillet. Je voudrais
regarder les feux d’artifice parce qu’on dit qu’ils sont toujours magnifiques!

I would like to visit Paris for Bastille Day on 14th July. I would like to watch the 
fireworks because they say that they are always amazing!

Quelle est ta fête préférée? What is your favourite celebration?

Qu’est-ce que tu fais normalement pour célébrer ton 
anniversaire?

What do you normally do to celebrate your birthday?

Qu’est-ce que tu as fait pour fêter ton anniversaire
l’année dernière?

What did you do to celebrate your birthday last year?

Que fais-tu pendant les vacances de Noël? What do you do during the Christmas holidays?

Qu’est-ce que tu feras l’année prochaine pour Noël? What will you do next year for Christmas?

Aimerais-tu aller à une fête française? Laquelle? Would you like to go to a French festival? Which one?



How can I learn vocabulary?

You need to fix knowledge in your long-term memory –
every time your brain has to make the effort to remember 
something, it gets stronger!

Learning for understanding (listening/reading):

• Cover the English words. 

• Read the French words and try to remember what they 
mean in English.

• For listening practice – get someone else to read the 
French words.

Learning for speaking / writing:

• Cover the French words.

• Look/Cover/Say/Check = Read the English words and say
them out loud in French.

• Look/Cover/Write/Check = Read the English words and 
write them in French.

Technique Toolkit

• Make it stickable – e.g. laine = wool. Imagine a sheep 
called Len. The sillier it is, the more likely you are to 
remember!

• Write tricky words on post-it notes and stick them 
somewhere you will see them often, e.g. on your mirror 
or your bedroom door.

• Highlight the words you can remember easily and then 
focus on practising those you find more difficult. Aim to 
have a complete vocabulary list highlighted!

• Make a mind map for a topic, including key vocabulary, 
verbs and structures.

• Make flash cards of key topic vocabulary and test yourself 
regularly.

• Ask someone to test you using the knowledge organisers.

• Go online to BBC GCSE Bitesize for focused practice on all 
themes and grammar – AQA specification.

• Use your AQA GCSE Revision Guide (green) and Exam 
Workbook (white) to revise topics as you go along and 
test yourself with exam-style questions.



GCSE French Knowledge Organisers
Theme 2: Local, national, 

international and global areas of 
interest

• Home, town, neighbourhood and region

• Social issues

• Global issues

• Travel and tourism

Using this knowledge organiser
To learn the information you can use:
• Flashcards for key terms
• Mind maps for the different topic areas
• Practise using the language
Check out the ‘Heathfield Learner’ page on our website 
for more study tips!



Important Verbs

habiter / vivre to live

se lever to get up

se laver to wash (yourself)

se doucher to shower

s’habiller to get dressed

se brosser les dents to brush your teeth

se coucher to go to bed

faire des courses to go shopping

pouvoir
on peut…

to be able
you can…

se trouver to be situated

déménager to move house

Year 10 French: Là où j’habite

Key Vocabulary

Le centre-ville town centre

Le magasin shop

Le marché market

Le tabac newsagent

La boulangerie bakery

La bibliothèque library

La mairie town hall

Les transports en commun public transport

La gare (routière) (bus) station

La circulation traffic

Le quartier area, neighbourhood

La maison individuelle / 
jumelée/mitoyenne

detached
/ semi-detached / terraced house

Describing your home

Il y a… There is/are...

Il n’y a pas de…(do not
follow with un/une/le/la) There isn’t/aren’t…

huit pièces eight rooms

le salon the lounge

la cuisine the kitchen

la salle à manger the dining room

ma chambre my bedroom

la chambre de ma soeur my sister’s bedroom

la salle de bains the bathroom

les meubles the furniture

le lit the bed

le placard the cupboard

l’armoire the wardrobe

Prepositions

sur on

sous under

dans in

derrière behind

devant in front of

entre between

à côté de next to

à droite de to the right of

à gauche de to the left of

au coin de in the corner of

au bout de at the end of

en face de opposite

loin de far from

près de near to

Side A

Useful adjectives

C’est…/Ce n’est pas… It is…/It isn’t…

historique historic

joli(e) pretty

touristique touristy

industriel(le) industrial

vieux/vieille old

moderne modern

douillet(te) cosy

bruyant(e) noisy

animé(e) lively

calme / tranquille calm

beau/belle beautiful

Helping at home

faire le ménage to do the housework

faire la vaiselle to do the dishes

faire le jardinage to do the gardening

faire la cuisine to do the cooking

metrre/débarrasser la 
table

set/clear the table

passer l’aspirateur to do the hoovering

ranger la chambre to tidy the bedroom

nettoyer la salle de bains to clean the bathroom

laver la voiture to wash the car

promener le chien to walk the dog



Example Sentences

J’habite dans un petit village près de Taunton dans le sud-ouest de l’Angleterre. I live in a little village near to Taunton in the south-west of England.

Mon village est assez petit et je pense que c’est joli. Il y a une école, une église et un petit 

magasin. Il y a un parc mais il n’y a pas de piscine.

My village is quite small and I think that it is pretty. There is a school, a church and a small shop. 

There is a park but there isn’t a swimming pool. 

Dans ma région on peut aller à la plage et on peut faire un randonée à la campagne. C’est une

région assez touristique et c’est très tranquille.

In my region you can go to the beach and you can go for a hike in the countryside. It is quite a 

touristy region and it is very quiet.

J’habite dans une maison jumelée. À mon avis c’est trop petite mais c’est douillette. Il y a sept 

pieces: le salon, une cuisine moderne, la salle à manger, trois chambres et une salle de bains. 

Malheureusement il n’y a pas de jardin.

I live in a semi-detached house. In my opinion it is too small but it is cosy. There a re seven 

rooms: the lounge, a modern kitchen, the dining room, three bedrooms and the bathroom. 

Unfortunately there isn’t a garden.

J’aimerais habiter dans une maison spacieuse et moderne à Londres avec un grand jardin et 

une piscine.

I would like to live in a big spacious house in London with a big garden and a swimming pool.

Je range ma chambre et je promène le chien tous les jours. De temps en temps je passe 

l’aspirateur mais je déteste ça!

I tidy my room and I walk the dog every day. From time to time I do the hoovering but I hate it!

Le weekend dernier je suis allé chez mes grand-parents, c’était un peu ennuyeux. Last weekend I went to my grandparents’ house, it was a bit boring.

Un jour j’aimerais habiter aux États-Unis, ce serait plus amusant qu’habiter en Angleterre! One day I would like to live in the United States, it would be more fun than living in England!

Questions

Où habites-tu? Where do you live?

C’est comment ta ville/ton village? What is your town/village like?

Qu’est-ce qu’on peut faire dans ta région? What can you do in your region?

Décris ta maison. Describe your house.

Comment serait ta maison idéale? What would your ideal house be like?

Tu aides à la maison? Do you help at home?

Qu’est-ce que tu as fait dans ta ville le weekend dernier? What did you do in your town last weekend?

Où voudrais-tu habiter à l’avenir? Where would you like to live in the future?

Year 10 French: Là où j’habite Side B



Important Verbs

Year 10 French: Les problèmes sociaux

Adverbs

Key Vocabulary

Healthy and unhealthy living

Vouloir + infinitive

Je veux aider / donner / faire I want to help / give / do

Je voudrais protéger / travailler I would like to protect / work

Pouvoir + infinitive

Side A

combattre, lutter to fight/combat

aider to help

créer to create

donner to give

faire du bénévolat to do voluntary work

protéger to protect

vouloir to want

pouvoir to be able

travailler to work

améliorer to improve

supporter to tolerate/put up with

essayer to try

avoir besoin de to need

L’association caritative charity

Le don donation

L’égalité equality

La faim hunger

La pauvreté poverty

Les gens people

La maladie illness

Le monde the world

Les sans-abri, Les SDF the homeless

La santé health

Le chômage unemployment

un régime alimentaire a diet

sain / équilibré / 
malsain

healthy / balanced / 
unhealthy

L’obésité obesity

manger moins de 
chocolat to eat les chocolate

boire plus d’eau to drink more water

éviter to avoid

les matières grasses fats

les sucreries sweet foods

fumer to smoke

les poumons lungs

l’alcool alcohol

être/ rester en forme to be / stay in shape

régulièrement regularly

heureusement fortunately

malheureusement unfortunately

généralement generally

normalement normally

souvent often

rarement rarely

jamais never

On peut aider / donner / faire You can help / give / do

On pourrait protéger / 
travailler

You could protect / work

Il faut + infinitive

Il faut manger / boire You must eat / drink

Il ne faut pas fumer You must not smoke

Devoir + infinitive

Je dois manger / boire I must eat / drink

Je devrait faire I should do

The imperfect tense

Quand j’avais dix ans When I was ten years old

Il y a cinq ans Five years ago

Je faisais I used to do

J’allais I used to go

Je mangeais I used to eat

Je buvais I used to drink

Je me relaxais I used to relax

J’avais I used to have



Example Sentences

Questions

Year 10 French: Les problèmes sociaux Side B

Je pense que le problème le plus grave dans ma région, c’est le chômage. Nous avons
besoin d’emplois.

I think that the most serious problem in my region is unemployment. We need more jobs.

On peut donner de l’argent aux associations caritatives et on peut faire du bénévolat. We can give money to charities and we can do voluntary work.

Je pense que je mange sain, je mange des fruits et des legumes régulièrement et je bois
beaucoup d’eau. Cependant, je devrait manger moins de pizza!

I think that I eat healthily, I eat fruit and vegetables every day and I drink a lot of water. 
However, I should eat less pizza!

Il faut manger sain et aussi il faut faire de l’exercice tous les jours. En plus, il ne faut pas 
fumer.

You must eat healthily and also you must do exercise every day. Also, you must not smoke.

Quand j’avais dix ans je faisais de la gymnastique tous les weekends et je jouais au hockey. 
Je me relaxais en lisant. Maintenant je préfère danser et je ne fais plus de sport.

When I was ten years old I used to do gymnastics every weekend and I used to play hockey. I 
relaxed by reading. Now I prefer to dance and I no longer do sport.

Pour moi, fumer est très mauvais pour la santé et pour les poumouns. Mon père fume et je 
le déteste! Je ne vais jamais fumer.

For me, smoking is very bad for your health and for the lungs. My dad smokes and I hate it! I 
am never going to smoke.

À l’avenir j’éspère faire plus de sport et je vais manger moins de sucreries. In the future I hope to do more sport and I am going to eat less sweet foods.

Est-ce qu’il y a des problèmes sociaux dans ta région? Are there social problems in your region?

Qu’est–ce qu’on peut faire pour aider les gens dans la 
région?

What can we do to help people in the region?

Tu as un régime alimentaire équilibré? Do you have a balanced diet?

Qu’est-ce qu’il faut faire pour rester en forme? What must you do to stay in shape?

Qu’est-ce que tu faisais quand tu étais plus jeune pour 
être en bonne santé?

What did you used to do when you were younger to be 
healthy?

Que penses-tu de fumer? What do you think of smoking?

Qu’est-ce que tu vas faire à l’avenir pour être en bonne 
santé?

What are you going to do in the future to be healthy?



Year 10 French: L’environnement

Important verbs

augmenter to increase

diminuer / réduire to decrease / reduce

détruire to destroy

protéger to protect

jeter to throw away

gaspiller to waste

utiliser to use

sauver to save (e.g. animals)

économiser to save (e.g. money, water)

mèner à to lead to

Key vocabulary

l’effet de serre the greenhouse effect

le réchauffement de la Terre global warming

la couche d’ozone ozone layer

le monde, mondial(e) the world, worldwide

le charbon coal

le gaz d’échappement exhaust fumes

les déchets / les ordures rubbish

pollué(e) polluted

le déboisement deforestation

l’énergie renouvelable renewable energy

la circulation traffic

Si phrases

Si on protège les forêts, 
on peut sauver les 
animaux.

If we protect the forests, we 
can save the animals.

Si on utilise plus les 
transports en commun, 
on peut réduire la 
pollution en ville.

If we use more public 
transport, we can reduce 
pollution in towns.

Giving a range of opinions

Je m’inquiète pour I’m worried about

Je m’intéresse à I’m interested in

Ça m’énerve! It annoys me!

Je crois que I believe that

Je trouve que I find that

Selon / D’après moi In my opinion

Important verbs

contribuer to contribute

menacer to threaten

prendre des mesures to take action

polluer to pollute

recycler/ faire du recyclage to recycle

provoquer to cause

allumer to switch on

éteindre to switch off

s’inquiéter to worry 

ramasser to pick up

les transports en commun public transport

les inondations floods

l’emballage packaging

les sacs en plastique plastic bags

les voitures cars

les usines factories

les lacs lakes

les rivières rivers

les espèces species

le paysage the landscape

l’eau potable drinking water

Key vocabulary

Devoir + infinitive

On doit protéger / 
ramasser

We must protect / pick up

On devrait utiliser/ 
économiser

We should use / save



Example Sentences

Questions

Year 10 French: L’environnement Side B

Pour moi, le plus grand problème dans ma région, c’est les déchets dans les rues. Ça m’énerve!
Nous avons besoin de plus de poubelles en ville.

For me, the biggest problem in my region is litter in the streets. It annoys me! We need 
more bins in town.

Je ramasse les déchets et j’utilise les sacs en coton au lieu des sacs en plastique. En plus, j’utilise
les transports en commun le plus que possible et je vais à l’école à vélo.

I pickup litter and I use cotton bags instead of plastic bags. Also, I use public transport 
as much as possible and I go to school by bike.

Hier j’ai fait du recyclage chez moi. Aussi je suis allée en ville à pied, et j’ai pris une douche au 
lieu d’un bain pour économiser de l’eau.

Yesterday I did the recycling at home. Also I went to town on foot, and I had a shower 
instead of a bath to save water.

Je m’intéresse beaucoup à l’environnement, je crois que c’est très important. I am really interested in the environment, I believe that it is very important.

Chez moi on fait du recyclage chaque semaine. Nous recyclons la verre, la plastique, le carton, 
les boîtes et le papier. 

At home we do the recycling every week. We recycle glass, plastic, cardboard, tins and 
paper.

Est–ce qu’il y a des problèmes pour l’environnement dans 
ta région?

Are their environmental problems in your region?

Qu’est–ce que tu fais pour protéger l’environnement? What do you do to protect the environment?

Qu’est–ce que tu as fait récemment pour protéger
l’environnement?

What have you done recently to protect the environment?

Est-ce que l’environnement est important pour toi? Is the environment important to you?

Tu recycles beaucoup? Do you recycle a lot?



Important Verbs

aller to go

voyager to travel

visiter to visit

loger to stay

bronzer to sunbathe

goûter to try (food)

passer du temps to spend time

arriver to arrive

partir to leave

découvrir to discover

se reposer to rest

louer to hire

Year 10 French: On va en vacances!

Key Vocabulary – Where? How long?

à l’étranger abroad

au bord de la mer by the sea

à la plage at the beach

à la montagne in the mountains

en ville in town

l’Espagne Spain

la Suisse Switzerland

les États-Unis United States

passer les vacances to spend the holidays

pour trois jours for three days

pour une semaine for one week

pour un mois for one month

Using a range of tenses

J’allais I used to go

Je suis allé(e) I went

Je vais I go / I am going

Je vais aller I am going to go

J’irai I will go

J’éspère aller I hope to go

Je faisais I used to do

J’ai fait I did

Je fais I do / I am doing

Je vais faire I am going to do

Je ferai I will do

J’éspère faire I hope to do

Side A

Time phrases

Quand j’avais dix ans… When I was ten years old…

L’année dernière Last year

En été / hiver In the summer / winter

Il y a trois ans Three years ago

Un jour One day

L’année prochaine Next year

Key Vocabulary – Accommodation

le logement accommodation

un hôtel (de luxe) a (luxury) hotel

faire du camping to go camping

une auberge de jeunesse a youth hostel

une chambre d’hôte a bed and breakfast

une colonie de vacances a holiday park

une chambre a room

un emplacement a pitch

en plein air in the fresh air

une piscine a swimming pool

en formule tout compris all-inclusive

une vue de mer a sea view

Key Vocabulary – Travel

l’arrivée arrival

le départ departure

manquer to miss

l’horaire timetable

en voiture by car

en autocar by coach

en avion by plane

en bateau by boat

conduire to drive

l’autoroute the motorway

le vol the flight

la traversée the crossing

The pronoun ‘y’ 

J’y suis allé(e) I went there

J’y vais I go there / I am going there

J’y vais aller I am going to go there



Example Sentences

Questions

Year 10 French: On va en vacances! Side B

D’habitude je vais en vacances en Espagne en juillet. J’y vais avec ma famille. Usually I go on holiday to Spain in July. I go there with my family.

Je préfère voyager en avion car c’est plus rapide que voyager en bateau. Cependant, c’est cher! I prefer travelling by plane because it is faster than travelling by boat. However it is 
expensive!

J’aime loger dans un hôtel de luxe en formule tout compris, avec une piscine. Pour moi, c’est
relaxant. Aussi j’aime faire du camping parce que j’adore la vie en plein air.

I like to stay in a luxury all-inclusive hotel with a pool. For me, it is relaxing. I also like to 
go camping because I love life in the open air.

Mes parents aiment faire une visite guidée d’un site touristique mais moi, j’adore me faire 
bronzer à la plage. Les musées ne m’intéressent pas.

My parents like to do a guided tour of a tourist attraction but I like to sunbathe on the 
beach. Museums don’t interest me.

L’année dernière je suis allé en Grèce avec mes cousins. Il faisait très chaud et nous sommes allés
à la plage tous les jours. Malheureusement j’ai oublié ma crème solaire!

Last year I went to Greece with my cousins. It was very hot and we went to the beach 
every day. Unfortunately I forgot my sun cream!

Cet été je vais passer deux semaines à Madrid pour améliorer mon espagnol. Je vais loger avec 
une famille, donc je parlerai espagnol tous les jours.

This summer I am going to spend two weeks in Madrid to improve my Spanish. I am 
going to stay with a family so I will speak Spanish every day.

Un jour j’aimerais passer un mois aux États-Unis. Je voudrais y aller avec mes amis. One day I would like to spend a month in the United States. I would like to go there 
with my friends.

Où vas-tu en vacances normalement? Avec qui? Where do you normally go on holiday? Who with?

Comment préfères-tu voyager? How do you prefer to travel?

Où aimes-tu loger? Where do you like to stay?

Qu’est-ce que tu fait en vacances? What do you do on holiday?

Où es-tu allé(e) en vacances l’année dernière? Where did you go on holiday last year?

Qu’est-ce que tu va faire cet été? What are you going to do this summer?

Décris les vacances de tes rêves. Describe your dream holiday.



How can I learn vocabulary?

You need to fix knowledge in your long-term memory –
every time your brain has to make the effort to remember 
something, it gets stronger!

Learning for understanding (listening/reading):

• Cover the English words. 

• Read the French words and try to remember what they 
mean in English.

• For listening practice – get someone else to read the 
French words.

Learning for speaking / writing:

• Cover the French words.

• Look/Cover/Say/Check = Read the English words and say
them out loud in French.

• Look/Cover/Write/Check = Read the English words and 
write them in French.

Technique Toolkit

• Make it stickable – e.g. laine = wool. Imagine a sheep 
called Len. The sillier it is, the more likely you are to 
remember!

• Write tricky words on post-it notes and stick them 
somewhere you will see them often, e.g. on your mirror 
or your bedroom door.

• Highlight the words you can remember easily and then 
focus on practising those you find more difficult. Aim to 
have a complete vocabulary list highlighted!

• Make a mind map for a topic, including key vocabulary, 
verbs and structures.

• Make flash cards of key topic vocabulary and test yourself 
regularly.

• Ask someone to test you using the knowledge organisers.

• Go online to BBC GCSE Bitesize for focused practice on all 
themes and grammar – AQA specification.

• Use your AQA GCSE Revision Guide (green) and Exam 
Workbook (white) to revise topics as you go along and 
test yourself with exam-style questions.



GCSE French Knowledge Organisers
Theme 3: Current and future study 

and employment
• My studies

• Life at school / college

• Education post-16

• Jobs, career choices and ambitions

Using this knowledge organiser
To learn the information you can use:
• Flashcards for key terms
• Mind maps for the different topic areas
• Practise using the language
Check out the ‘Heathfield Learner’ page on our website 
for more study tips!



Important Verbs

étudier to study

apprendre to learn

passer un examen to sit / take an exam

réussir un examen to pass an exam

savoir to know

redoubler to resit the year

répéter to repeat

réviser to revise

faire les devoirs to do homework

faire attention to pay attention

échouer to fail

comprendre to understand

être doué(e) to be gifted / talented

laisser tomber to drop

Year 10 French: Mes études

Key Vocabulary – School subjects

les matières subjects

l’instruction civique citizenship

l’EPS PE

l’informatique IT

les langues vivantes modern languages

la chimie chemistry

la physique physics

la literature anglaise English literature

le dessin art

Side A

Giving a range of opinions with reasons

C’est… It is…

Je le/les trouve… I find it/them…

chouette great

utile useful

pratique practical

passionant(e) engaging

affreux / affreuse awful

ennuyeux / ennuyeuse boring

fatigant(e) tiring

compliqué(e) complicated

les cours sont détendus the lessons are relaxed

il ne sert à rien it is useless

Key vocabulary - other

les notes grades

les examens exams

le brevet French National Diploma 
taken at the end of Year 10

en sixième in Year 7

en seconde in Year 11

le cours lesson

l’emploi du temps timetable

le trimester term

la rentrée return to school after 
summer

Avant de + infinitive

Avant de faire / étudier Before doing / studying

Avant de passer un examen Before taking an exam

Après avoir +past participle

Après avoir fait / étudié After doing / studying 
(After having done / studied)

Après avoir passé un examen After taking an exam
(After having taken an exam)

Adverbs

vraiment really

très very

assez quite

un peu a bit

énormement enormously

extrêmement extremely

trop too (much / many)

beaucoup a lot

si so



Example Sentences

Moi, j’adore le dessin. Je le trouve passionant et c’est vraiment chouette parce que les cours

sont très détendus. 

Me, I love art. I find it engaging and it is really great because the lessons are very relaxed.

Je pense que la chimie est affreuse! Je la trouve trop compliquée et pour moi les cours sont si

ennuyeux!

I think that chemistry is awful! I find it too complicated and for me the lessons are so boring!

Je fais environ trois heures de devoirs chaque soir. À mon avis c’est trop de devoirs et je 

n’aime pas étudier le soir. Après avoir fait mes devoirs je regarde la télé et je bois une tasse de 

thé. 

I do around three hours of homework every evening. In my opinions it is too much homework 

and I don’t like studying in the evening. After doing my homework I watch TV and I drink a cup 

of tea.

Selon moi, les devoirs ne sont pas importants. Je pense que c’est plus important de sortir avec 

des amis et faire de l’exercice le soir.

In my opinion, homework is not important. I think that it is more important to go out with 

friends and do exercise in the evening.

Questions

Quelle matière est-ce que tu préfères? Which school subject do you prefer?

Quelle matière est-ce que tu n’aimes pas? Which school subject do you not like?

Combien d’heures de devoirs est-ce que tu fais chaque soir? How many hours of homework do you do each evening?

Penses-tu que les devoirs sont importants? Do you think that homework is important?

Year 10 French: Mes études Side B



Important Verbs

commencer to start

finir to finish

faire partie de to take part

s’entrainer to train

rester dehors to stay outside

arriver to arrive

rentrer to return

aller à pied / en velo to go on foot / by bike

demander to ask

enseigner to teach

porter to wear / carry

permettre to allow / permit

Year 10 French: La vie scolaire

Key Vocabulary

les élèves pupils

les étudiant(e)s students

les professeurs teachers

l’instituteur/l’institutrice primary school teacher

le directeur / la directrice headmaster/headmistress

l’uniforme scolaire school uniform

le car de ramassage school bus

la retenue detention

le règlement school rules

la règle the rule

le diplôme qualification

la pression pressure

l’harcélement bullying

Side A

Describing a school

l’ambiance atmosphere

bien équipé(e) well equipped

mal équipé(e) badly equipped

vieux/vieille old

moderne modern

démodé(e) old-fashioned

le bâtiment building

le couloir corridor

la salle de classe classroom

les équipements facilities

le gymnase sports hall

le terrain de sport sports field

l’école privée/publique private/state school

l’internat boarding school

la maternelle nursery school

l’école primaire primary school

Key Vocabulary – School Day

la recreation / la pause break

la pause déjeuner lunch break

la leçon lesson

être de bonne heure to be early

être en retard to be late

une journée typique a typical day

The perfect tense

Je suis arrivé(e) I arrived

Je suis rentré(e) chez moi I returned home

J’ai étudié I studied

J’ai fait I did

J’ai joué I played

J’ai mangé I ate

J’ai bu I drank

Je me suis levé(e) de bonne heure I got up early

Agreeing and disagreeing

Je suis d’accord (avec toi) I agree (with you)

Tu as raison You’re right

C’est exact That’s right

C’est vrai That’s true

Je ne suis pas d’accord (avec toi) I don’t agree (with you)

Tu as tort You’re wrong

Ce n’est pas vrai That’s not true

C’est faux That’s false / wrong



Example Sentences

C’est un collège publique et mixte. Il y a environ 1400 étudiants donc c’est très grand. 

L’ambiance est agréable mais je pense que les bâtiments sont assez vieux. Mon collège est

bien équipé, il y a un terrain de sport, un gymnase et une théâtre mais il n’y a pas de piscine.

It is a mixed state school. There are around 1400 students so it is very big. The atmosphere is 

pleasant but I think that the buildings are quite old. My school is well equipped, there is a 

sports field, a sports hall and a theatre but there isn’t a swimming pool.

J’arrive au collège de bonne heure à huit heures et demie et les cours commencent à neuf

heures. Il y a une pause à dix heures et demie, d’habitude je reste dehors et je parle avec mes

copains. Hier j’ai mangé un sandwich et j’ai bu de l’eau. La pause déjeuner est à une heure, 

normalement je joue au foot au terrain de sport. Les cours finissent à trois heures et demie et 

je rentre chez moi à quatre heures. Hier je suis allé au club de théâtre, c’était amusant!

I arrive at school early at 8.30 and lessons start at 9 o’clock. There is a break at 10.30, usually I 

stay outside and I talk to my friends. Yesterday I ate a sandwich and I drank some water. The 

lunch break is at 1 o’clock, normally I play football with my friends on the sports field. Lessons 

finish at 3.30 and I return home at 4 o’clock. Yesterday I went to the theatre club, it was fun!

La plupart de mes professeurs sont sympas et travailleurs, mais je n’aime pas mon professeur

d’anglais, je le trouve un peu sévère! Je préfère ma professeur de dessin car elle est gentille et 

elle explique clairement.

Most of my teachers are nice and hardworking, but I don’t like my English teacher, I find him 

too strict! I prefer my art teacher because she is kind and she explains clearly.

À mon avis, les règles sont trop strictes! Il faut porter l’uniforme scolaire, je pense que c’est

démodé. Je préférérais porter un jean et un t-shirt. En plus, on ne peut pas utiliser les 

portables au collège, pour moi c’est ridicule car les portables sont très utiles pour les études.

In my opinion, the rules are too strict! We have to wear the school uniform, I think that it is old-

fashioned. I would prefer to wear jeans and a t-shirt. Also, we can’t use phones at school,for me 

it is ridiculous because phones are very useful for studying. 

Je crois qu’il y a plusieurs pressions pour les étudiants, par exemple les examens sont trop 

difficiles et il y a beaucoup de pression à obtenir de bonnes notes. J’ai étudié dur cette année

donc j’espère réussir mes examens.

I think that there are several pressures for students, for example the exams are too difficult and 

there is a lot of pressure to get good grades. I studied hard this year so I hope to pass my 

exams.

Questions

C’est comment, ton collège? What is your school like?

Décris une journée typique au collège. Describe a typical day at school.

Que penses-tu de tes professeurs? What do you think of your teachers?

Que penses-tu du règlement? What do you think of the school rules?

Quelles sont les pressions pour les étudiants de nos jours ? What are the pressures for students these days?

Year 10 French: La vie scolaire Side B



Important Verbs

avoir envie de to want to

avoir l’intention de to intend to

vouloir to want to

espérer to hope to

étudier to study

continuer to continue

former to train

laisser tomber to drop

travailler to work

faire un apprentissage to do an apprenticeship

Year 10 French: L’enseignement postscolaire

Key Vocabulary

le lycée sixth form college

le lycée professionnel technical college

l’université / la faculté university

l’année sabbatique gap year

l’apprenti(e) apprentice

le bac(calauréat) A-levels

la licence degree

le travail bénévole voluntary work

l’enseignement
postscolaire

further education

la liberté freedom

l’avenir the future

en première in Year 12

en terminale in Year 13

Side A

Si clauses

Si tu es fort en langues tu peux étudier l’espagnol à 
l’université.

If you are good at languages you can study Spanish at 
university.

Si tu aimes l’histoire tu peux devenir archéologue. If you like history you can become an archaeologist.

Si tu es sportif tu peux travailler comme prof d’EPS. If you are sporty you can work as a PE teacher.

Using less common prepositions

malgré despite

grâce à thanks to

à cause de because of

sauf except

Key Vocabulary



Example Sentences

J’ai l’intention d’aller au lycée l’année prochaine pour passer le bac. J’ai besoin du bac pour 

faire mon métier préféré.

I intend to go to college next year to do A-levels. I need A-levels to do my preferred job.

Avant d’aller à l’université, j’ai envie de prendre une année sabbatique pour faire du travail 

bénévole à l’étranger et pour découvrir le monde.

Before going to university, I want to take a gap year to do voluntary work abroad and discover 

the world.

J’aimerais faire une apprentissage car on peut gagner de l’argent dès que possible mais aussi

on peut continuer les études.

I would like to do an apprenticeship because you can earn money as soon as possible but also 

you can continue studying.

Je veux étudier les sciences parce que je voudrais travailler comme médecin. I want to study sciences because I would like to work as a doctor.

Questions

Qu’est-ce que tu veux faire l’année prochaine? What do you want to do next year?

Tu veux faire une année sabbatique? Do you want to do a gap year?

Tu voudrais faire une apprentissage? Do you want to do an apprenticeship?

Quelles matières voudrais-tu étudier? Which subjects do you want to study?

Year 10 French: L’enseignement postscolaire Side B



Important Verbs

travailler to work

aider to help

apprendre to learn

soigner to care for

poursuivre to pursue

recruter to recruit

devenir to become

gagner to earn

Year 10 French: Le monde du travail

Key Vocabulary

le petit job part-time job

le boulot job (informal)

l’emploi / le métier job (formal)

l’entretien interview

le débouché job opportunity

le / la patron(ne) boss

le salaire salary

le commerce / l’entreprise business

la retraite retirement

varié(e) varied

à temps partiel part-time

à temps plein full-time

Side A

Future plans

J’éspère I hope

Je rêve de I dream of

Mon métier idéal serait My ideal job would 
be

J’aimerais être I would like to be

J’ai envie de travailler comme I want to work as

Je m’intéresse à I’m interested in

Ma passion, c’est My passion is

Je veux devenir I want to become

J’ai l’intention de I intend to

Key Vocabulary - Jobs

l’avocat(e) lawyer

le / la professeur teacher

l’ingénieur(e) engineer

le / la médecin doctor

l’infirmier / l’infirmière nurse

l’agent de police police officer

le boucher butcher

le boulanger baker

le coiffeur / la coiffeuse hairdresser

le / la comptable accountant

le facteur / la factrice postman/woman

le fermier / la fermière farmer

l’informatician(ne) IT worker

l’interprète interpreter

le / la journaliste journalist

le maçon builder

le mécanicien / la 
mécanicienne

mechanic

le plombier plumber

le travailleur social / la 
travailleuse sociale

social worker

le vendeur / la vendeuse shop assistant

le/ la vétérinaire vet



Example Sentences

J’ai un petit job le weekend dans un café pour gagner de l’argent. J’aime travailler parce que 

c’est bien-payé et j’éspère que l’experience sera utile à l’avenir. En plus, de temps en temps je 

fais du babysitting avec mes cousins.

I have a part-time job at the weekends in a café to earn some money.I like working because it is 

well paid and I hope that the experience will be useful in the future. Also, from time to time I 

babysit with my cousins.

Questions

As-tu un petit job? Do you have a part-time job?

Quel est ton métier idéal? What is your ideal job?

Year 10 French: Le monde du travail Side B



How can I learn vocabulary?

You need to fix knowledge in your long-term memory –
every time your brain has to make the effort to remember 
something, it gets stronger!

Learning for understanding (listening/reading):

• Cover the English words. 

• Read the French words and try to remember what they 
mean in English.

• For listening practice – get someone else to read the 
French words.

Learning for speaking / writing:

• Cover the French words.

• Look/Cover/Say/Check = Read the English words and say
them out loud in French.

• Look/Cover/Write/Check = Read the English words and 
write them in French.

Technique Toolkit

• Make it stickable – e.g. laine = wool. Imagine a sheep 
called Len. The sillier it is, the more likely you are to 
remember!

• Write tricky words on post-it notes and stick them 
somewhere you will see them often, e.g. on your mirror 
or your bedroom door.

• Highlight the words you can remember easily and then 
focus on practising those you find more difficult. Aim to 
have a complete vocabulary list highlighted!

• Make a mind map for a topic, including key vocabulary, 
verbs and structures.

• Make flash cards of key topic vocabulary and test yourself 
regularly.

• Ask someone to test you using the knowledge organisers.

• Go online to BBC GCSE Bitesize for focused practice on all 
themes and grammar – AQA specification.

• Use your AQA GCSE Revision Guide (green) and Exam 
Workbook (white) to revise topics as you go along and 
test yourself with exam-style questions.
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