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What to do before you revise 

 Have an exam timetable which tells you when, where and 
how long each exam is. From this you base your preparation 
on being ready for these exams. 

 Make sure you have a list of topics to revise in each of your 
subjects (make sure you know what it is you have to know). 

 Make sure you know what type of exam you are taking in 
each subject (orals, essays, shorter questions etc.) 

 Make sure you have a complete set of notes to revise from. 
This could be your books from class, booklets of notes 
provided by your teacher or purchased revision guides. If you 
are using your books, make sure (by checking against topics to 
revise) that any missing work is copied up (or photocopied). 

 Put together a revision timetable. This should start well 
before your exams to give you enough time to cover (and 
revisit) all topics in all subjects. See Spacing and Interleaving 
later in this guide. 
 

Revision Techniques- what shouldn't you do? 

What does research say? 
Re-reading and highlighting are among the commonest 
and apparently most obvious ways to memorise or revise 
material. They also give a satisfying — but deceptive — 
feeling of fluency and familiarity with the material 
(Brown et al, 2014). 

 

As we can see from the research above, one of the most 
common (and easy) methods of revision is actually one of the 
least effective. Rereading and highlighting notes can lead to very 
little of the read or highlighted information going in to long term 
memory. There is nothing wrong with reading and highlighting, 
but on their own they are very, very ineffective. 
 
 



Six Strategies for Effective Learning 
LEARNINGSCIENTISTS.ORG All of these strategies have supporting evidence from cognitive psychology.  For each strategy we 
explain how to do it, some points to consider and where to find more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content by Yana Weinstein (University of Massachusetts Lowell) & Megan Smith (Rhode Island College) I Illustrations by Oliver Caviglioli 

(teachinghow2s.com/cogsci) Funding provided by the APS Fund for Teaching and Public Understanding of Psychological Science 

These 6 strategies have supporting evidence from Cognitive 
Psychology. Visit www.learninqscientists.org for more 
information on each strategy. 
 

http://www.learninqscientists.org/


 
In terms of actual revision techniques, we will focus on 5 (Flash 
Cards, Minds Maps, Self Quizzing, Revision Speed Dating and 
Past Papers) and we will look at how we can include as many of 
the 6 strategies in each technique to ensure the revision is 
effective. 
 

Technique 1- Revision Flashcards 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Flashcards have a keyword or the name of a concept/topic on 
one side and a definition or a series of notes on the other. 
Probably the easiest way to make flash cards is to use your class 
notes to produce flash cards for each topic you need to study. 
On one side will go the topic title and on the reverse you need to 
summarise the key points. Use pictures and words (Dual Coding) 
and Concrete Examples (where appropriate). 

If you use this technique it is important to remember that the 
creation of the flash cards does not represent the end point of 
revision for this topic. The next crucial step is to test how well 
you can recall the information on the flash card (Retrieval). If 
you are going to create flash cards then make sure they are done 
early so there is time to revisit the topic (Spacing) at a later date. 

Technique 2 - Mind Maps 
Put simply, a topic is summarised on one large sheet. Each sheet 
will have more information than a flash-card. 

 
 
 



Steps to follow: Write the MAIN TOPIC in the middle of the 
paper and draw a ring around it. For each KEY POINT draw a 
branch out from the main topic. Write a KEY WORD or PHRASE 
on each branch. Build out further branches and add DETAILS. Use 
pictures and words (Dual Coding) rather than loads of writing 
copied from your notes. 
 

 

This will be even more effective if your teacher provides the 
framework for the mind map. 
 

If you use the technique it is important to remember that the 
creation of the flash cards does not represent the end point of 
revision for this topic.  The next crucial step is to test how well 
you can recall the information on the flash card (Retrieval).  If 
you are going to create flash cards then make sure they are done 
early so there is time to revisit the topic (Spacing) at a later date. 
 

So, is Retrieval (recall) key to effective revision? 

What does research say? 
“Students who can test themselves or try to Retrieve material 
from their memory are going to learn that material better in the 
long run. Start by reading the text book then make flash cards of 
the critical concepts and test yourself. A century of research has 
shown that repeated testing works.” – Professor Dunlosky, 
Journal of the Association for Psychological Science. 

 

Successful Retrieval makes this information more retrievable 
later (i.e. in the exam). 
 

DIVORCED 



Which brings us to the most simple technique which has links 
with technique 1 and 2: 
 

Technique 3- Self-quizzinq/Testing 
This can be as simple as having a blank sheet of paper in front of 
you and writing down (from memory) everything you know 
about a topic (Retrieval) and trying to Elaborate on some of the 
key ideas. This retrieval could be based on a mind map or 
flashcards. Once complete, the student then self-checks from the 
book/flash-card/mind map and corrects any spelling mistakes, 
omissions or inaccuracies. 
 
You can also use your friends/family to test you from your 
flashcards/mind maps/revision guide. Parents can really help 
their child by testing them regularly on different topics. 
 

Retrieval is hard, how can mnemonics help? 
When revising topics, try to create and use mnemonics to help you 
with retrieval. For instance, VC BASPOG is quite easy to remember and 
will help you answer questions on natural selection (as it stands for 
Variation, Competition, Best Adapted Survive and Pass On Genes). 
Another examples of a mnemonic is French People Can't Forget Paris 
— Fasting, Prayer, Charity, Faith, and Pilgrimage for the 5 pillars of 
Islam. Another example is Always Eat An Apple Says Aunt Nora — 
Asia, Europe, Australasia, Africa, South America, Antarctica and North 
America for the 7 continents (credit@joe_kirby). 

 

Technique 4 — Revision Speed Dating 
This is effective if you have a revision partner or if you have a 
revision group. Firstly pick a topic. In pairs, sit opposite each 
other with a blank sheet of paper each. You have 5 minutes to 
write as much as you can about the given topic. After 5 minutes 
compare what each of you have written and the best response 
receives a point. Then swap (if you are in a group) and pick a 
different topic and repeat again. See who has the most points at 
the end. This is an effective technique because it forces you to 
Retrieve the information from memory and by comparing 
responses you get to see if you have made any errors or have 
omitted any key information (credit @AndyphiIipday). 



Technique 5 - Past Paper Questions 
This is a very effective method of revision because you have to 
Retrieve the information from memory. Your teacher may 
provide some papers and there are lots available online. 
However, you need to be thinking of the following points: Make 
sure the past papers are from the same exam board that you are 
studying. Just doing the papers may not be enough. Can you get 
hold of mark schemes (online) or better still get a teacher to 
mark some of them? It is important to know if your answers are 
going to get you the marks that you need. It may be worth 
holding off past papers until you are well into the cycle of 
learning the material. Getting a question right might trick you 
into thinking you know all there is to know about a topic.  
 

Organising Revision 

What does research say? 
Blocking your revision-focusing 
on one topic for a long time then 
moving on to a new topic - is 
inefficient. Interleaving your 
topics is far more effective! 
Credit : @chrishildrew 

Blocking vs interleaving 

 

 

What does research say ?      Typical Forgetting Curve for Newly Learned Information 

Ebbinghaus's famous forgetting 
curve shows that the brain 
naturally "forgets" information. If 
we revisit Previously covered 
topics after some time has 
elapsed, we have a greater 
chance of remembering more of 
the information. 
 

 



The research suggests that when you plan your revision 
timetable, mix your topics and your subjects up (Interleaving). It 
may seem sensible to concentrate on a single topic in History for 
3 straight nights, but actually you will remember more if you 
interleave with different subjects and topics. Remember to 
revisit (Spacing) what you are revising regularly. 
 

Suggested revision 
session timings : 
 
20 minutes on a topic, 5 
minutes break, 20 minutes 
on a different topic, 5 
minutes break, 20 minutes 
on a different topic. 
 
This means you can revise 
4 different topics in just 
over an hour and a half.  If 
you want to revise for a 
longer period stick with the 
20 minute times and do 
more of them (with 5 
minute breaks in between).   
If you are planning to 
revise a topic for the first 
time you may want to 
produce a mind map or 
make flash cards. 
If you are revisiting a topic 
then perhaps focus on 
Retrieving the mind map or 
the flash card from 
memory (then checking 
how successfully you 
retrieved) or perhaps doing 
some past paper questions. 

 

 Put the time in to your revision.   
However, make sure it is time well spent! 

 



REVISION TIMETABLE 
 
 

WEEKDAYS  WEEKEND 
TIME Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  TIME Saturday Sunday 

4.00pm       9.00am   

4.30pm       10.00am   

5.00pm       11.00am   

5.30pm       12.00 noon   

6.00pm       1.00pm   

6.30pm       2.00pm   

7.00pm       3.00pm   

7.30pm       4.00pm   

8.00pm       5.00pm   

8.30pm       6.00pm   

9.00pm       7.00pm   

9.30pm       8.00pm   

10.00pm          

 
 

 



 

The ideal revision session 
 

Plan the work 
 

Make a timetable 
 

Know your priorities 

 

Intend to work 
 

Be positive 
 

Plan a reward 

 

Be comfortable 
 

Revise in good light 
 Revise at a good time of the day  

(mornings are best) 
 

Have notes ready 
 Think about what you are going to 

revise 

 Have your revision planner near 
you 

 

Think ahead  - 
what is really involved? 

 
Rework your notes to constantly 

reduce them 

 Use note-taking techniques - 
make smaller summaries in 

your own words, this will help 
you to remember 

 

Break the topic into small chunks 
 

Never work for more than 40 
minutes without a break 

 
Take a break of at least 5 

minutes 

 

Note with a highlighter or 
underline important points 

 
If something is difficult skim  

it and go back to it later 

 Every 10 minutes, summarise 
the main points so far 

(without looking) 
 



 

2 DEPARTMENTAL ADVICE 
 
 

WE ASKED DEPARTMENTS THREE QUESTIONS :  
 
 
 How do you expect students to revise? 

 
 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
 
 
 What internet sites would you recommend? 
 
 
 
 
… And these were the answers that they gave : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English 
 
 How do you expect students to revise? 
 

• Quizzing little and often on a range of the texts we teach will help you to retain 
information long-term.  Research suggests that mind-maps, flash cards and use of 
apps can help to build knowledge over time, meaning you can approach your exams 
with confidence.  Completing quizzing homework is an essential part of this process. 

• By re-reading all exercise books and past tests from the last two years, paying 
particular attention to targets for improvement, sample test answers and tasks aimed 
at developing your reading / writing skills. 
 

• By re-reading exam novels and poems. 
 

• Practice papers - train yourself to do well!  Try to do these with time limits so you get a 
feel for how fast you need to work in the exam.  All students will be provided with a 
revision pack for English Language before the Easter holidays. 

 

• By practising / developing skills (in particular) through use of a revision guide.  Due to 
Covid restrictions, we are currently unable to sell these but do ask your teacher or 
Miss Harper for recommendations. 

 

• All students study AQA English Literature and AQA English Language. 
 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
 

• Revision sessions every Thursday after school (until 4.30pm) starting the 5th November  

• Invitation-only individual tutor time sessions. 

• Invitation-only lockdown poetry catch-up at lunchtimes from W/C 2nd November 

• Masterclass on Wednesday after school (until 5pm) starting the 4th November 
 

 

 What internet sites would you recommend? 
 

• Quizlet (www.quizlet.com) to learn the key quotations for each text - your teacher will 
tell you which courses to use. 
 

• Educake (www.educake.co.uk) – you will have received a login for this platform. See 
your English teacher or Miss Harper if not. Teachers will be using this to set homework 
tasks to support Language and Literature study. 
 

• Seneca (http://www.senecalearning.com) - This web-based programme and app has 
slick courses for revising all of the core literature texts that we study.  Once you have 
created an account, search by subject (English Lit) and select the courses for the texts 
we are studying.   
 

• Mr Bruff playlists (https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff/playlists) - By far one of 
the most popular resources out there for GCSE English students, Mr Bruff has playlists 
and videos for every literature text we study and detailed videos on the English 
Language papers.   
 

• Shmoop, Sparknotes, Cliffnotes and Bitesize all offer useful revision websites for 
literature texts.  These are: 
 

• Macbeth  
• An Inspector Calls  
• Love and Relationships Poetry anthology  
• A Christmas Carol 

 

 

http://www.educake.co.uk/
http://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff/playlists


 
Maths 
 
 How do you expect students to revise? 

  

• At least 24 past papers (16 x calculator and 8 x non-calculator) that each Year 
11 student should have purchased (£6) have started to be handed out for 
students to complete in class and at home. 
 

• Each student should be working at home for at least 2 hours a week on their 
maths - actually doing maths questions. 
 

•  Please feel welcome to speak to Mr Andrews or any of the maths team about 
your revision program and ways to make it as effective as possible. 

 
• Revision Guides and work books are available from Mr Andrews for £3 each.  

Revision Cards are available for £5. 
 
 
 

  What internet sites would you recommend? 
 

• Revision sessions are available for all students every Tuesday, 3.30pm to 
4.30pm. 
 

 
 

  What internet sites would you recommend? 
 

• https://hegartymaths.com 
Fabulous videos to help you revise and quizzes to check your understanding. 
 

• www.corbettmaths.com  
Exam questions on each topic. 
 

• www.mathsgenie.co.uk 
Excellent for topic revision booklets as well as more past papers. 

 
• Follow us on Twitter @heathfieldmaths  
 

 Please make sure you also have the correct equipment for your GCSE exams; a 
scientific calculator and a Maths exam kit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hegartymaths.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/


 
Science 
 
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
 
• Students can purchase revision guides and exam practice workbooks (Edexcel 

specification).    
 

• Students should also go onto the examination board website for extra revision 
materials. 

 
• Use quizzing website such as Seneca Learning and Grade Gorilla to test your 

long term recall. 
 
 
 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
 

Day Focus Teacher Room 

Monday ‘Aiming High’ & ‘Drop-in Clinic’ Mrs Blinman & Mr Tinkler S7 

Tuesday ‘Make your Mark’  
(invited students only) Mr Crow & Miss Smith S9 

Wednesday Chemistry Mr Seymour S4 

Thursday Biology Mrs Guild S2 

Friday Physics Mr Pugh S10 

All extra sessions are held at lunchtime on each day 

 
• If you have a particular question, topic, concept or keyword you want help with 

then please attend the drop-in clinic on Monday lunchtime in S7.  The other 
revision sessions will cover selected content (topping up lessons).  The drop-in 
clinic is for personalised individual help.  If you are not sure, please ask! 

 
 
 

 What internet sites would you recommend? 
 

• The exam board website has many good resources and quick quizzes.  Search 
EDEXCEL in Google. 
 

• The BBC Bitesize website is also a useful resource. 
 

• Channel 4 learning also has many useful lines to revision websites and tips for 
how to deal with planning a revision timetable. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Geography 
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
• Full revision will occur in lesson time once all the content is covered.  This is usually just 

after Easter. Ofqual state that all the content will be tested except for 25% of Paper 3, 
which are questions concerning our fieldwork (at Holford and the one we would have 
had to Bristol in Year 11).  

 

• Students can use their “Knowledge Organiser Booklet” which contains all the content 
and key words. All students have had this since the start of the GCSE in Year 10. It is 
held in place with the treasury tags in their exercise book. Copies of the sheets from this 
are found on the Heathfield Geography Revision website below. It will also be uploaded 
to Teams.  

 

• Students can buy a CGP Revision Guide from the department for £3.25. CGP also have 
flash cards available to purchase. If I have enough requests for these I will buy some and 
students can purchase them from the department for a reduced rate.  

 

• Use our GCSE Geography Revision website and other websites as below. 
 

• Other techniques for independent revision include : having a revision timetable that is 
followed, creating flash cards, using the “Roman Room” technique, post-it notes around 
the room, getting a friend or family member to test learnt knowledge, returning to 
material several times – especially that of which is harder to remember. 

 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
• “Study Sessions” for independent student revision will occur from February half term.  

 

• Content set during lockdown is still available on teams to access for all students. Here 
there are videos of the content and activities (past exam questions) for students to 
complete.  
 

• Content learnt in Lockdown is being revised and tested via past exam questions in 
lessons, both in a quiz format and under exam style conditions.  
 

• Homework booklets, with simple questions on the content studied so far, are being 
made. Once complete, students will be set these for homework. Copies will be given to 
students as well as electronic copies uploaded to the Heathfield Geography website 
(below) as well as Teams. These will encourage students to go over and learn or revise 
topics studied so far, including that from lockdown.  
 

• The first set of Mocks will include a full paper of “Paper 1” (Physical Geography) as well 
as second paper on a combination of Paper 2 (Human) and Paper 3 (Geographical Skills), 
this includes the content learnt in lockdown which appears in Paper 1. This will help us 
to establish the gaps in students learning.  

 

 What internet sites would you recommend? 
• https://heathfieldgcsegeography.wordpress.com/  - our own revision website with past 

exam papers, website links and key advice. 
  

• https://www.senecalearning.com/ (sign up to GCSE AQA Geography) – similar to BBC 
Bitesize but with a range of different quiz styles throughout the units. If students get 
questions wrong they are retested in a different way. Students have been given links to join 
their “class” on Epraise. They sign up using any email address. A link to their class has been 
posted on epraise, should they not have signed up in Year 10.   

 

• https://quizlet.com/en-gb (search “MissHSpez”) - There are key word lists on my account 
for students to use for all topics. Flash cards and quizzes on these key words are 
automatically generated. 

  

• https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/login  This website contains OS maps for the whole 
of the UK to test those map skills! Username: TA28PD, Current password: ghozed7293. 

 

https://heathfieldgcsegeography.wordpress.com/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/login


 
History 
 
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
 

• Your folder or exercise book is your primary revision resource.  It contains your notes. 
 

• Your revision booklet for each topic. 
 

1. Britain, Health and the People : c1000 – present day. 
2. Norman England 1066 – 1100. 
3. Germany : Democracy and Dictatorship 1890 – 1945. 

 
These booklets contain flash cards with questions that will test your knowledge.  Use 
your notes or textbook scans on Teams to help you revise.  Booklets will also contain 
thinking maps to plan for exam questions, these will need to be completed in 
preparation if one of these questions will be answered in class or can be completed as 
part of general exam preparation.  There are also model answers to demonstrate 
success and knowledge organisers to help you revise from. 

 

• Regular online knowledge tests on E-Praise or Teams set by their classroom teacher. 
 

 
 
 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
 

• We offer a session a week (Wednesday after school for students to complete their 
booklets).  These have started already. 
 

• Feedback and advice is available during holidays via email :  
jbarter@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
 
 

 
 What internet sites would you recommend? 

        

• You can also download episodes of the ‘Blast from the Past History Podcast’ using the 
following link :  https://heathfieldhistory.podbean.com/ 
 
Students can stream this on their phone, tablet or computer. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jbarter@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
https://heathfieldhistory.podbean.com/


Religious Studies 
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
 

• Use the Revision Booklets provided by the RPE department for use in lessons and at 
home.  These contain lots of activities and exam questions.  

 

• Continue to revise key words and learn quotations for quizzes in lessons using the 
knowledge organiser booklet (found in your book, on Epraise or on Teams).  

 

• Use your RPE revision grid on the back of the knowledge organiser (found in your book, 
on Epraise or on Teams) for lots of different revision activities 

 

• Past Exam questions marked by teacher, self or peer assessment. 
 

• Some students may want to purchase a revision guide. It is not vital, but if you wish to 
buy one, the best book for our course is called ‘AQA GCSE Religious Studies A: 
Christianity and Buddhism Revision Guide’.  It has a purple and orange cover and links to 
the textbooks we use. This is around £10, or Mrs Lockwood has a few available for £6.  

 

• Use Seneca Learning and other websites below. 
 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
 

• All Religious Studies students have already completed revision and an assessment on 
the main topic missed during school closures.  We will continue to focus on the work 
missed in lessons and homework.  
  

• All students have been given revision booklets in lessons. These will need to be used in 
lessons and at home. Revision homework will be set each week from these booklets and 
then tested in lessons.  This homework will be initially targeted at Mock Exam content, 
and then across all topics.  
  

• Quizzes each lesson will test revision across all topics, knowledge of religious concepts, 
and the current topic.  
   

• We will be in the lucky position of finishing the course content by February half term 
and we will be revising in lessons after that. Students need to ensure they follow the 
revision timetable and catch up if absent from a session.  
  

• There will be a few after school workshops focussing on Christianity and Buddhism. 
Dates tbc.   
 

• Any work not completed on Teams remains there to aid catch up.    
 

 What internet sites would you recommend? 
 

• Microsoft Teams – This will have revision links and homework tasks. 
 

• www.epraise.co.uk Make sure you check this each week alongside Teams. 
 

• www.senecalearning.com/ This has loads of quizzes for all the ‘Themes’ topics as well as 
Christianity and Buddhism. Ask your teacher for your class code (or look on Epraise or 
Teams) so you can join your RS class online.  

 

• www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/  
 

• www.youtube.com - search for ‘AQA religious studies’ There are loads of teacher and 
student made videos. 

 

• Follow us on Twitter @heathfieldRPE. 
 

• www.truetube.co.uk and search for videos on the topics you’re looking at. 
 

• www.aqa.org.uk - find past papers and mark schemes here.  The course is Religious 
Studies A (8062). 

 

http://www.epraise.co.uk/
http://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.truetube.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 
Modern Languages 
 
 How do you expect students to revise? 

 

• Use your AQA Revision Guide to revise key vocabulary, structures and grammar. 
 

• Use your AQA Revision Workbook to practise listening, reading and writing questions. 
 

• Go through all 12 topics and note the areas you find most difficult. Break them down 
into short lists of vocabulary or verbs and spend 5 minutes a day learning them. 
 

• Practise writing 40 words / 90 words (foundation) and 90 words / 150 words (higher) 
on each topic, including a range of opinions and tenses. 

 

• Think of around 10 structures and verbs in different tenses which you could use for 
any topic in the speaking and writing exams (your “comfort blanket”!). 
 

• You will find translation practice questions in your AQA revision workbook. 
 

• Practise possible questions which you could be asked in the speaking endorsement for 
each topic.  Record yourself - have you included the past / present / future / opinions? 
 
 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
 

• Revision sessions for both French (ML2 and ML4) and Spanish (ML5) every Wednesday 
after school (until 4.30 pm) starting 4th November. We will be focusing on listening / 
reading practice, preparing for the speaking endorsement and exam technique. 
 

• Spanish after school lessons (ML5) will continue after school every Thursday (until 
4.30pm). 

 

• Additional French support after school (until 4.30pm) will be available on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays (ML2 and ML4) – Mrs White and / or Miss Hopkins will arrange these 
with you. 
 

• If you have any questions or worries - you can talk to a member of the Modern 
Language Staff at any time during school hours.  

 
 

 What internet sites would you recommend? 
 

• http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/ - has a lot of activities - especially for grammar 
practice. 
 

• www.linguascope.com - use the ‘intermediate’ section. Username: heathfield 
Password: peas. 

 

• GCSE Bitesize French / Spanish – great for revising each topic area, key grammar and 
exam techniques. 
 

• Duolingo, Memrise, Verb Blitz French / Spanish apps. 
 

• Watch Easy French / Spanish - short videos on Youtube dealing with a range of topics, 
using authentic language. 

 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.linguascope.com/


 
Music 
 
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
 

• Past papers worked in lessons including homework. 
 

• Reading and revising from knowledge organisers – see Mrs Hall if you need 
some. 
 

• List of recommended listening - set works and wider listening based on and 
around the set works. 
 

• 2 CGP guides (Edexcel) - available from department. 
 

• Use Music Department Revision Guide and resources. 
 
• Re-visit and revise your ‘Basics’ for the part B question. 
 
• MOST IMPORTANT – use the Music First website : https://heathfield.musicfirst.co.uk  
 
 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
 

• Revision sessions every Monday and Wednesday lunchtime, 1.30pm to 2.00pm 
week commencing Monday 12 October 2020. 
 

• Friday lunchtime – Dictation / theory catch-up with Chris Grabham – week 
commencing Monday 12 October 2020.  
 

 
 What internet sites would you recommend? 

 

• MUSIC FIRST – you all have a login and this takes you through every set work 
and all musical elements with quizzes and Part B discussion style questions. 
 

• BBC GCSE bitesize - music.  This is particularly excellent on “Elements of Music” 
(“BASICS”).  This includes Audio clips that are very helpful. 
 

• You can listen/watch most of the set works on-line - try Googling the 
composer/artists/tracks and you’ll get loads of information to help revision. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://heathfield.musicfirst.co.uk/


 
Art/Textiles 
 
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
 

 Ofqual have changed the awarding process for art and textiles this year, and the 
grade awarded will be determined based on coursework. The art/textiles ‘mock’ 
therefore becomes an opportunity to complete their final project and ensure that 
your son / daughter has the best coursework going into the awarding process. 
 

• The ‘mock exam’ is a project title written by the AQA board. Set out over 20 art 
lessons and with minimum 1-hour homework a week, the students ‘prepare’ to 
produce a personal visual response to the mock exam ‘question’. 

 
• Preparation of book work is worth 75% of the marks awarded for the mock exam 

component. This book work helps students to prepare for a final piece. This is 
the Year 11 Art students’ revision. 

 
• The mock exam question will be handed out at the beginning of January 2021.  
 
• A letter with information, mock exam help and dates will be sent home with 

students to all parents in January, along with an invite to attend a GCSE Art and 
Textiles Parents Information Evening.  Please ask if you would like another copy. 

 
• The GCSE exhibition will be held around mid-June 2021. 

          
          
 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 

 

• Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday lunchtime. 
 

• Wednesday and Thursday after school. 
 
• Any questions can be directly answered by the Art Department who may be 

contacted on 01823 428906 – please leave an email address as often this is 
easy to reply to. 

 
 
 What internet sites would you recommend? 

 

• www.pinterest.co.uk – several boards will be set up for the exam themes. 

• The Tate Gallery website (www.tate.org.uk/) is also very useful. 

• The exam paper will recommend sites for you to use and your teacher will give 
you ideas based on your project. 

 
 

http://www.pinterest.co.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/


 
Acting & Performance 
 

Please note: Students have already sat the external exam. The final component will be 
filmed before half term. 
 
 How do you expect students to revise? 
 

• All students need to ensure that they have completed their log book for the unit they 
are working on.  The log book is essential and must be completed to a high standard in 
order for the students to achieve their best possible mark. This will be available on 
teams after the October half term. 

 
 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
 

• ‘Directors Notes’ will be available on a Wednesday lunchtime for support with the log 
book. 
 

• ‘Take Two’ if students need to re-film their performance an after session will be 
available on a Wednesday.  
 

 

 
Computer Science 
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
 

• Revisit course content by reading your blue CGP book which covers all of the course. 
 

• Test your understanding and practise writing answers using your white CGP book. 
 

• Remove misconceptions by taking & retaking the online quizzes. 
 

• Challenge yourself by taking a past exam paper and self-assessing it.  
 

• Close the gap between your current grade and your target grade by researching the 
answers you got wrong in your past exam paper. 
 

• Remember: Struggling does not mean failing. Getting things wrong makes you more 
experienced. Talk about what you understand and what you need help understanding. 
 

• Plan, Prepare and revise whilst calm. Start now. Little and often is significantly more 
successful than stress-induced last minute binge-reading. 

 
 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 

 

• After school drop-in revision clinic – Tuesday and Thursdays until 4.30pm. 
 

 What internet sites would you recommend? 
 

• BBC Bitesize: www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize (GCSE OCR Computer Science) 

• Department website: www.iteachyou.co.uk  

 
 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.iteachyou.co.uk/


 

P.E. 
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
 

• Students should primarily be using their class notes and other lesson resources 
to revise, such as a glossary of key terms. 
 

• They can also purchase an AQA PE Revision Guide for £6, which includes key 
information and a work book so they can attempt practise exam style 
questions or a concise more pictorial guide for £2.50 (these are available from 
Room 4 when you have a theory lesson). 

 

• All students will have a copy of the syllabus to help with their revision. 
 

• Students should prepare themselves with sporting examples for each key term 
to enhance their understanding and ability to get AO1 and AO2 marks.  AO3 
marks are obtained by showing evaluation skills and a deeper understanding of 
each topic. 

 

• Test yourself and each other regularly on key terms and short answer 
knowledge based questions. 

 

• REMEMBER there are 2 papers to revise for, so make sure you divide your 
revision time appropriately. 

 

• Please ask for any extra help if you need it. 
 
 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
 

• Tuesday “catch-up corner” available now.  There will be lunchtime sessions on 
different topics and aimed at different needs of students – your class teacher 
will make you aware of these nearer the time, look out for any notices. 
 

• There will also be drop-in sessions on offer before school after the Easter 
holidays leading up to the exam. 
 

• We encourage ALL students to be attending the sports clubs on offer to 
enhance their practical abilities (and they should be participating in at least one 
activity outside of school too).  The clubs timetable can be found on the PE 
Notice board.  Games lessons will also be used to improve and assess practical 
abilities. 

 
 
 What internet sites would you recommend? 

 

• BBC website has some useful tests and revision tips. 
 

• http://www.aqa.org.uk/student-support/for-students/revision/revision-
resources is useful for completing past paper revision and other exam tips. 
 

• Gojimo App – not specific to AQA but lots of relevant topics. 
 

• Follow us on Twitter for more tips and links @HeathfieldSport 
 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/student-support/for-students/revision/revision-resources
http://www.aqa.org.uk/student-support/for-students/revision/revision-resources


Food Preparation & Nutrition 
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
 In the exam, which is worth 50% of your final GCSE grade, you will be tested on the following 

areas:  
 

1. Food Nutrition and Health 
2. Food Science 
3. Food Safety 
4. Food Choices 
5. Food Provenance. 

 

 You have been taught all of these topics during Year 10 (including lockdown) so you need to 
revise them thoroughly using the notes in your exercise books and the revisions guides we 
have recommended. 

 

 We suggest that you revise by:  
• Summarising’s key facts for every topic focusing on subject specific words. 
• Using the purple pen marked quizzes in your book to ensure you are familiar with the 

structure of questions and any misconceptions you may have had. 
• Completing sample exam questions (see your teacher for these). 
• Use BBC Bitesize online quizzing for instance scores and progress update. 
 

 Remember that the other 50% of your GCSE is made up of the NEA you are currently working on.  
You must therefore keep a close eye on the section deadlines and hand all work in on time.  
 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
• Lunch sessions are available Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday for NEA 

coursework support and catch up. 
 

D.T.  
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
 In the exam, which is worth 50% of your final GCSE grade, you will be tested on:  
 Core technical principles (20%) which covers topics such as new and emerging technologies, 

energy generation and mechanical devices among other things.  
 

 Specialist technical principles (30%). This section looks at the selection of materials, forces 
and stresses, sourcing and origins, primary processing, stock forms, scales of production and 
surface treatments and finishes. You will need to know about these topics in relation to 
paper and card and one other material area such as wood, plastic, metal or fabric 

 

 Designing and making principles (50%). This topic you should be quite familiar with as it is 
mostly all about the design folder that you created. It looks at the work of others, 
investigation and product analysis, design strategies, prototype development, selection of 
materials and so on. 

 

 If you want to have a better idea about the content of each of these sections then have a 
look at the red text books in DT4. 

 

 For revision at home you have a blue CPG revision guide and accompanying white work 
book, which is a really good place to start.  

 

 In addition I recommend using the past papers and accompanying interactive mark schemes 
on Technology Student to identify areas of development that you need to focus on- 
http://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/exams1.html 

 

 Remember that the other 50% of your GCSE is made up of the NEA you are currently working on.  
You must therefore keep a close eye on the section deadlines and hand all work in on time. 

 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
• Lunch sessions are available Monday to Friday for teacher coursework support. 

http://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/exams1.html


 

Business Studies 
 
 How do you expect students to revise? 

We aim to finish the course in January / February before we start a long structured revision 
programme. This will cover the whole course and be reassuring to cover any gaps missed 
from the course. 
 
All students will be given a revision guide in January covering all of the topics, revision 
activities and strategies and also including past paper questions. 
 
Your exercise book though is your primary revision resource.  It contains your notes on all of  
the topics.  You must treat this as your textbook and be well organised. 
 
In lessons we will also focus on technique e.g. HOW to answer questions.  
 
We will learn and use a variety of revision strategies to support you in your learning. 
However, you must put in the time to revise outside of lessons. You’ll be regularly assessed 
and given feedback and targets to work on. You’ll be given homework weekly that forms a 
core part of the programme. 
 
To remind you there are two exams in the summer: 

                      Paper 1 :  Business Activity 
                                       Marketing 
                                       People 
 
                      Paper 2 :  Operations 
                                       Finance 
                                       Influences on Business 
                                       The interdependent nature of Business 
 
 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 

Revision classes will be available before the mock exam and then after Christmas every 
Wednesday after school from 3.30pm until 4.30pm in H7.  Please see Mr Caddy for more 
details.  These will be flexible and allow students to focus on what they want to revise. 
 

 What internet sites would you recommend? 

Always make sure that when you search for information you are looking at the OCR 
specification! 
 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize This has all of the main topics although look carefully as it is 
not set out clearly in the order above. 

 

 https://www.ocr.org.uk.  Look at the OCR website as it has some good information on key 
topics. 

 

www.senecalearning.com. Follow the student resources link and look for GCSE Business 
Studies OCR. 
 

Microsoft Teams - There will be lots of resources for each topic posted on Teams as we go 
through the revision programme. 
 

www.Youtube.com Search for OCR GCSE Business Studies. There are loads of student and 
teacher led videos for different topics and revision. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


 
 

Psychology 
 
 

 How do you expect students to revise? 
 

• Practice your exam technique by answering past exam questions and then 
checking the mark scheme to see what is mark worthy. 
 

• Use the text book to revise, there is a digital copy of the book on Microsoft 
teams. 
 

• Look at the content for the studies we need to know.  In each topic there are 2 
studies you need to know in detail, make sure you know why the study was 
done, how the study was done, the results of the study and any strengths or 
weaknesses. 

 
 

 Are there any extra sessions on offer? 
 

• There are revision sessions on offer each Wednesday lunchtime in H1 starting 
on Wednesday 21 October 2020. 
 

• You can always find either Mr Harris or Mr Davies if you are unsure about 
anything.  We are always happy to help out. 

 
 
 What internet sites would you recommend? 

 

• www.quizlet.co.uk – there are loads of keyword tasks here – just search for 
Edexcel GCSE Psychology. 
 
 

• https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-
paper.html  

 
 

http://www.quizlet.co.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-paper.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-paper.html


 
 

3 THE EXAM 
 

EXAM STRATEGIES            

1 
 
Read the whole exam paper carefully. 
Follow all instructions. 
 

 
2 

 
Work out exactly how long you have for each question and then 
plan your time. 
Share out your time according to the marks. 
 

 
 3 

Read each question at least twice. 
Spend time working out what all the questions mean. 
Spend enough time considering the questions you can answer 
best. 
Ask yourself what the examiner is looking for. 

 
 

 
4 

Find questions that are similar to ones you have practised. 
Know what a ‘good’ answer looks like. 
Make sure you know the correct format for each question. 
Make sure you know which method is appropriate for 
each question. 

 
   5 

 
Always answer the ACTUAL question set. 
Plan your answers (either in your head or on paper). 
 

 
    6 

Keep focused on the question the whole time 
you are answering it. 
Check your answers for mistakes. 
Check your answers to see if they make sense. 
Answer the correct number of questions. 
Use all available time. 

 

  
 



 

Choosing which questions to answer 
 

1. Read each question through at least twice. 

 

2. 
Work out what is expected for each question.  
Estimate whether you have enough knowledge  
to answer it. 

 

3. 

Tick all questions you think that you could answer.  
Tick twice the one you think you can answer well.  
Don’t rush this - it could be the most important 
part of the exam! 

 

4. 

Even if a question looks like one you have done 
before, check the wording very carefully before  
you choose it.  A small difference in wording  
might require a very different answer. 

 

5. 
Highlight the key words in the question that you 
select.  Notice how many parts there are to the 
questions that you have chosen to answer. 

 



 
HOW WILL I SUCCEED IN THE EXAM? 

 
The following are some points that attempt to answer that question. 
 
They are based on the assumption that you have revised and prepared yourself 
thoroughly! 
 
 Make certain that you have got all the materials you need (such as calculator, lots 

of pens). 
 
 Don’t panic!  Keeping yourself busy with some of the ideas listed below will help 

with this. 
 
 Be mentally prepared for the exam - calm, confident and having had a good 

night’s rest! 
 
 Check that you have been given the right paper (including the right tier). 
 
 Read the instructions carefully and make certain that you know what you are 

doing. 
 
 Make certain that you get your timing right - link the time that you spend on a 

question to the marks that it is worth. 
 
 Read the questions carefully and use a highlighter pen to pick out the key words. 
 
 Answer the question - not what you would like the question to be! 
 

 Make sure that your handwriting is legible - and that you write as accurately as 
you can. 

 
 Leave time to check your work and don’t waste time - it is important that you use 

all the time available to you. 
 
 Do whatever you can in each part of the exam - don’t get bogged down with what 

you can’t do. 
 
 If you have left yourself only a short amount of time in which to answer an essay 

question then answer the question in note form - you will still get marks for it. 
 
 Concentrate on your own work - don’t get distracted or worried by what others 

are doing. 
 
If you do all - or most - of these things then (assuming that you have revised your 
subjects carefully) you will probably do as well as you can! 

 
                



 

Need some help? 
 

The Library has everything you need : 
 

• Revision guides 
 
 

• Set texts 
 

 
• Background to the periods 

 
 

• Text books 
 

 
• Knowledgeable staff 

 
 
 
 

Be brave, come in, you may  
be surprised at what you find 

 



 

NOTES 
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