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Message from The Head 
It has been a very busy two weeks and once again there is wide range of opportunities that students 
have engaged with. I am delighted to report that since the last Newsletter we have appointed 2 
people to the Support to Learn Department. If you think you would like to know more about the 
roles in this department then please contact me at the school. 

Best wishes. 

Peter Hoare 

 

Year 7  
What a brilliant start to Year 7’s journey at Heathfield. Pupils have settled well. Walking around the 
school Year 7 are really setting an example, and are always polite and well-mannered.  

I have been lucky to meet with the representatives of the student council, the weekly tutee of week, 
as well as visiting the tutor bases. This has really helped me learn a lot about the successes the pupils 
have achieved, both in and outside school.  

Below are SOME of the achievements Year 7 have already achieved; I am proud, honoured and 
excited to see what the next 5 years brings.  

Mrs Draper 

Well done to all involved in the cross-country run! 

 

 Our Year 7 Representatives  Year 7 Netball 

 

Most recent tutor of the week award winners 
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Every pupil has their own talent, this month’s 
achievement recognition goes to Evie, who is 
an Elite Gymnast in Year 7. Well done Evie!  
 

 
 

Year 8 
Well done on another hard-working and focused term Year 8. It is a privilege to be your Head of Year 
and I am always being stopped by your teachers to be told how well you are doing in your lessons. 
This always makes my day when I can celebrate the successes of your efforts.  

 

It has been a challenging term with COVID still causing disruption, but you have worked well and 
remained a diligent group of students. 

In recent weeks, it has been wonderful to hear that sport fixtures are beginning again, and I know 
that this will continue your success.  

 

One of the highlights of my week is to see the tutor award winners – I look forward to seeing more 
of you in the coming weeks being recognised for kindness, hard work, being helpful and good 
community members. 

Hannah White 
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Year 9 
Since taking over as acting Heads of Year, we have both be extremely proud of the contribution the 
year group have made to the Heathfield School community. 

It has been fantastic opportunity for us, not only getting to know you, but also supporting you 
beyond the classroom. 

Throughout this half term we have had many opportunities to acknowledge and celebrate the 
efforts of students, hear inspiring success stories as well as meeting regularly with tutees and stars 
of the week.  

We look forward with continuing to support you to achieve your potential, and another successful 
half term. 

Mr Draper and Mr Scott 

 

Year 9 Student Council representatives highlighting 
'What actions can the school take to help students 
feel safe?' and the progress that has been made. 

 

 

This week’s nominations for the tutor 
award receiving their certificates from Mr 
Draper. 

Step into sport leadership training. 
These select students went to Westfield Academy in 
Yeovil to undertake their training to become Inclusive 
Sports Leaders 
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Science 
The science department was really excited to welcome a group of keen Year 8 students into school 
for an Astronomy evening on 2nd February. While the sky unfortunately did not clear and the stars 
eluded us, we enjoyed comparing the different types of telescopes and studying constellations.   

 

 

Our students wrote and observed coded messages from across the school field using our new 
telescope before enjoying some hot chocolate and cake back in the classroom. The science 
department would like to thank those students who joined us for their enthusiasm, we really hope 
to be able to arrange another one for Star Count 2022 in March.   
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What’s happening in our School Library? 
Bookbuzz: 
Each year, as our way of saying welcome to our Year 7 students here at Heathfield Community 
School, the Library invests in the Bookbuzz scheme.  

What is Bookbuzz? 
Bookbuzz is a reading programme from Booktrust that aims to help schools inspire a love of reading 
in 11 to 13-year-olds. Participating schools give their students the opportunity to choose their own 
book to take home and keep from a list of 17 titles. They are all carefully selected by a panel of 
experts to ensure quality, suitability and to encourage reading for pleasure. 

This year, the library staff put together 300 Reading Packs for our students to take home and enjoy. 
We also have spare copies of each book in our Library for those that found it difficult to choose – we 
hope you enjoy, happy reading!   

Reading Packs: 
 A FREE BOOK! 
 'Happy Reading! Love from Heathfield' Card and Bag 
 New Year Resolution Task Sheet 
 New Year Mindfulness Colouring Sheet 
 Wordsearch 
 Crossword 

Accelerated Reader:  
Year 7s and Mrs C. Cunnane's LEO/PP AR classes; please remember 
to keep reading and quizzing on your books. We fully encourage all students to aim to read for at 
least 20 minutes every single day. Once you've finished an AR book, you may then quiz on it. The link 
to AR can be found on the Heathfield Community School website 
(www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com) under 'Students' - 'Accelerated Reader'.  

Upcoming Events:  
Thursday 3rd March – World Book Day!  

Library Notices:  
Borrowing Books - Just a reminder that all students are more than welcome to borrow books from 
our School Library; please see the attached timetable of opening hours.  

Overdue Books - Please encourage students to return any overdue books, charges may be incurred if 
books are not returned.  

Library Opening Hours:  
Monday - Thursday, 8.30am - 4.30pm 
Friday, 8.30am - 4pm 

 

https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/
https://ukhosted96.renlearn.co.uk/2231869/
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Library Timetable 
 
Monday 

Break LEO Snack Station 
Lunch ECO Team, Colour Me Calm 
Afterschool Homework Club 

 
Tuesday 

Break LEO Snack Station 
Lunch Homework & Study Club 
Afterschool Homework Club 

 
Wednesday 

Break LEO Snack Station 
Lunch Games Club 
Afterschool Homework Club 

 
Thursday 

Break LEO Snack Station 
Lunch Heathfield Pride 
Afterschool Homework Club 

 
Friday 

Break LEO Snack Station 
Lunch Lego Create, Year 9 Reading 
Afterschool  

 

COVID-19 Guidance – The Library 

 Year Group Areas; tables and computers 
 Masks; to be worn (unless exempt) 
 Book Quarantine; 72-hour period 
 3 x Library Cleaning Stations, each containing: sanitiser, anti-bacterial spray, paper towels, 
COVID-19 guidance sheet 

 Capped Capacity  
 Regular Cleaning 
 Library Risk Assessment Completed 

Miss M. White 

Librarian  

 

 

NSPCC Day  
We raised £950 for NSPCC number day! 
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Canteen Update 
Great news! 
From Monday 28th February the canteen will be serving breakfast from 8.20am-8.55am daily. A 
selection of hot and cold items are available, including bacon/sausage baps, hash browns, eggs, 
beans, toast, cereal, fruit, yogurt and fruit juices. Vegan alternatives also available. 

 

To access the canteen before school, please use the ramp to the side of the canteen to enter and 
exit. Payment is by thumbprints, please ensure your child(s) canteen accounts are topped up using 
ScoPay. 

 

COVID Vaccinations  
COVID Vaccinations for children aged between 12 – 15 years old - week commencing 7th March 
2022. 

Please complete the consent form as soon as possible by clicking here;  this link will close 24 hours 
prior to the session date.  

If you are unable to access the online consent form for any reason, please contact Somerset SAINT 
for assistance.   

If there are any changes to your child’s medical health within 48 hours of them due to receive the 
vaccination, please email us at SomersetSaint@somersetft.nhs.uk. 

Performing Arts 
Congratulations to our amazing RSL dancers who took to the stage this week in 'A Night at 
the Movies'.  A wonderful evening of entertainment and talent! Well done to every single 
one of you.  

It's not the end of the Launchpad Festival just yet! In March our GCSE Dancers will be 
bringing you their dance evening 'Raising the Barre' on the 16th & 17th March. 

 

https://saint.somersetft.nhs.uk/coviddose2/2021/west
mailto:SomersetSaint@somersetft.nhs.uk
mailto:SomersetSaint@somersetft.nhs.uk
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Chess Explosion 
In the last few weeks, we’ve seen a surge in the popularity of one of the world’s oldest games at 
Heathfield - Chess. Chess has been played for well over a thousand years and has stood the test of 
time. It’s an accessible game - you can pick a board and pieces up for pennies. The boards we have 
seen around school are as varied as the pupils who play them. We’ve seen players from years 7 to 
11, perched on picnic tables, sat on the grass, in classrooms, the canteen and the library. This week I 
was introduced to ‘bullet chess’ where players have to make a move within 5 seconds.  Teachers 
have taken pupils on, with Miss Martin deciding her talents lie elsewhere… 

Chess is as popular as it is, for as long as it has been, because it gets you thinking. It develops logic, 
strategy, memory and pattern recognition. Why not have a game with your child this weekend? Be 
warned, from our experience, they’re really good! 

 

Stars of the Week 

 
Congratulations to all our 'Stars of the Week' for last week. Well done to Nathan, George, Seann, 
Harlow, Ashlee, Addison, Joshua, Samuel and Aston. It is such an achievement being chosen by 

your teachers. We are so proud of you all. 
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Congratulations to our 'Stars of the Week' for being chosen by their teachers. Well done to 

Phoebe, Lizzie, Darcy, Olive, Nellie, Alfie, Jago, Ruby, Ellena, Sarah, Milly, Harry, Pippa and Roxy. 
We are so proud of you all! 

 

School Uniform Vs Non School Uniform 
An excellent persuasive speech, written by Sarah – Year 8 

As the new school year comes around, school uniforms are rising off hangers, shoes being fitted and 
debates about pros and cons of school uniforms are being dusted off. Does wearing a school uniform 
contribute to students being physically comfortable, mentally well and therefore ready to learn? The 
answer lies in this article. 
 
90% of parents believe school uniforms are a better solution when the question is asked: ‘uniform or 
mufti?’ However, 80% of students support the idea that school uniforms should be banned. One 
pupil from Heathfield Community School states ‘they teach us about Rosa Parks... and how those 
sorts of people expressed themselves and we cannot express ourselves in classrooms.’ Many people 
believe that uniforms are holding back students from self-expression although, there are other ways 
of expressing yourself. This could be by wearing jewellery, the way you style your hair, your 
emotions, the way you talk the list could be endless! Clothing is not the only way to communicate 
who you are. 
On the other hand, when you are limited to wearing one outfit, competition between students over 
clothing is eliminated. A teacher from Taunton Academy affirms ‘having the same uniform reduces 
bullying based off their appearance and economic background.’ Imagine having to buy outfits every 
day so you do not feel scared of being bullied and on top of that making sure they are the trendiest 
brands. Your dilemmas are resolved by wearing a school uniform. School uniforms costs ranges from 
£80 and £100 in comparison to spending money on outfits every month which is £200 every two 
months! Parents limit their financial burden when their child is limited to one outfit every week. 
 
I believe in keeping school uniforms.  
This is because there is always a solution to every problem. ‘I cannot be unique when I look like 
everyone else!’ Uniforms do not stop students from being themselves. Uniforms do not silence 
voices. Uniforms will not affect your emotions around others. Uniforms will not take away your right 
to be who you want to be. Uniform policies save valuable class time. By having school uniforms, it 
avoids: shorts being too short, rude slogans and scandalous outfits. This reduces the amount of time 
being spent in the school office rather than the classroom because schools are built for learning.  
 
In conclusion, taking away school uniforms will have a huge effect on some families based on money 
and time.  
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Wearing uniforms means less distractions, less drama and more focusing on learning. 
Having said that, what do you think? Do you think students should have school uniforms? 
 

SIMS Parent App  
All parents should by now have received an invitation by e-mail to use our recently released school 
app, SIMS Parent.  

The app will allow access to the following:  
 Attendance Information  
 Reports  
 Timetable Information  
 A section that allows you to update details that we hold about you and your son/daughter, 
ensuring that this information is always correct.  

 
If you have not received an invitation, please contact us with your updated details using the 
following e-mail address: simsparent@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk. 
 

Article from Ms Blinman - Live lessons 
Two weeks ago, I had to have an operation. This meant I had to self-isolate beforehand. I was still 
well enough to teach a lesson; I just could not do it in school. So, I asked if I could teach my lovely 
Monday classes remotely. Of course, teaching remotely is not something that can be done without 
the support of other staff that are in school. It is still necessary to have a person in the room to 
operate the computer and take the register. It is also necessary to have someone physically present 
to make sure all pupils are doing what we expect of them. 

So, the first Heathfield class ever to experience their teacher being beamed in remotely were 9L/Sc2. 
They did brilliantly. We worked on ionic bonding, reviewed the whole topic of chemical bonding and 
chemical literacy, and then did a Rich Marking task. Miss Haste was in the room and did a great job 
of letting me know how everyone was getting on so that the lesson could ‘flow’. Pupils told me in 
the questionnaire afterwards that although they would rather have me in the class with them, this 
was the next best thing. They also told me that they would like a better way to ask and answer 
questions, so that’s something for me to think about for next time. 

The second class to experience this ‘Live Lesson’ was 10X/Ch1. Here we were working on acids 
reactions with metals and carbonates. They worked very diligently and did ask questions through 
Miss Haste who was covering the lesson. It was great to see them being able to answer the 
questions and to be able to regulate the pace of the lesson to suit their own needs. We used the 
textbooks to help here too. 

The last class was 10Y/Ch1 and by this time I had more ideas. We did the same lesson as 10X/Ch1, 
but pupils came to the board to present their answers and I could see this through the visualiser. Mr 
Husband was in the class to help this time. The class did really well and helped each other to 
progress. 

I want to thank all the staff who made this possible and the pupils for trying something new. 

I’ll be back soon 

Mrs Blinman 
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Safeguarding 
Where to get Help 
If your child or another child you know if affected by these issues please contact us. 

In school you can contact: 

Your child’s tutor or Head of Year 

Year 7  Mrs Draper  zdraper@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
Year 8  Mrs White hwhite@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
Year 9   Mrs Farbus  jfarbus@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
Year 10  Mr Tinkler mtinkler@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
Year 11  Mr Hill  ahill@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
 
Our Safeguarding Team (identifiable by a blue lanyard) 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 
Mrs Patmore 
npatmore@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 
Mrs Berryman 
kberryman@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 

Safeguarding Officer 
Mrs Smith 
tsmith@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 

Safeguarding Administrator 
Mrs Barge 
sbarge@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 

Find us on the school website. 

Other places to get help  

 Somerset Direct - 0300 123 2224 / childrens@somerset.gov.uk 
 Somerset Early Help Hub - 01823 355803 
 NSPCC: http://www.nspcc.org.uk/ 
 Childline: http://www.childline.org.uk/ 
 Anti-Bullying Alliance: http://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/ 
 Thinkuknow (includes e-safety resources for professionals and parents) 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

 Child Safety Online - (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

For a comprehensive list of support agencies, please have a look at the Student Support section of 
our website at Student Support | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com) 

Further Reading 
Keeping children safe in education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

mailto:zdraper@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:hwhite@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:jfarbus@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:mtinkler@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:ahill@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:npatmore@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:kberryman@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:tsmith@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:sbarge@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/safeguarding/safeguarding-team
mailto:childrens@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/490001/Social_Media_Guidance_UKCCIS_Final_18122015.pdf.pdf
https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/safeguarding/student-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
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You can find out more about Safeguarding at Heathfield on our website at Safeguarding | Heathfield 
Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com) 

Heathfield are Recruiting!  
Please see the recruitment page on our website:  
Vacancies | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com) 

Social Media 
 

    @HeathfieldCommunitySchoolTA2 

  

@HeathfieldTA2 

https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/safeguarding
https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/safeguarding
https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/news/vacancies
http://s/www.facebook.com/heathfieldcommunityschoolta2
https://www.twitter.com/heathfieldta2
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