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Message from The Head
Dear Parents / Carers
I am delighted to introduce this edition of the Oaktree newsletter. There is much to celebrate in this
newsletter which draws on many different aspects of school life. It is great to see so many students
getting involved in a variety of extra-curricular activities. I am grateful to staff across the school who
provide these opportunities and I know this is appreciated by the students.
Whilst talking about opportunities at the school we are looking to recruit to our Support to Learn
Department. If this is something you may be interested in or would like to find out more of which
roles are available, please contact the school and I would be very happy to meet you and talk you
through the roles and explain the recruitment process should you wish to apply.
Peter Hoare
Head

“Parents of Heathfield”.
Calling all parents!
We are forming a new group called, ‘Parents of Heathfield’.
The purpose of this group is to serve as a link between the school and our families. We are very lucky
to have such a supportive parent body. We deeply appreciate this support, as it is a well-established
element of academic success. We are keen to deepen this relationship and fully explore its potential.
Equally, we are always keen to improve and would welcome the chance to access the experience,
skills and knowledge of our parents.
Membership of this group would involve 3 meetings over the year. The meetings would be focused
on a theme (e.g. PSHE, uniform, the structure of the school day). These meetings will follow this
format:
Initial questionnaire. The idea here is to gauge the range of views and ideas amongst our
parent body.
Information (pre-reading, video from school leader, conversation with pupils etc). We want
to ensure discussions that we have are informed and based on the evidence.
Discussion. We will arrange a zoom call and discuss the issue.
Closing questionnaire. Having had an informed discussion, we will gather parents’ views.
These will guide the school moving forwards.
We’re excited about this project and hope you are too. If you would be happy to get involved, please
let me know by email: wlowndes@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
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Leo Wellbeing Champions

Welcome to LEO Heathfield Wellbeing Champions.
We are a group of students who have been appointed to help and support you with your wellbeing
and mental health.
We are a friendly, positive, and non-judgmental group who like to listen, share good strategies, and
support each other.
We are in the Library every Friday for activities and wellbeing support.
We are also available on duty in the week in the library if anything arises and you would like to talk
to someone
See you soon!
Mrs Cunnane and Mrs Kelly

News from the Debating Society
Competition is season is underway and it has been a busy term for the Heathfield Debating Society.
Our first event was our participation in the English Speaking-Union’s Mace, which is the oldest and
largest competition for schools in the country and this prestigious competition allows students to
critically engage with a wide range of topics.
The team of Katherine Blunt, Issy Janes and Summer Thomas opposed the motion that ‘This House
would ban gambling’. They presented complex arguments around issues such as liberty, the role of
the state and social class against formidable opposition from sixth form students from Kings College,
Richard Huish College and Colyton Grammar School.
We are delighted to report that Heathfield won the round and are now through to the regional
finals! The judges praised the quality of their arguments as well as their confident performances and
won plaudits for how they effectively engaged their audience and worked effectively as a team.
The motion for the next round is due to be released shortly and we will update you all in due course.
We wish them the very best of luck!
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Above: Year 11 students Summer, Katherine and Issy who were
victorious in the second round of the ESU’s Mace Debating
Competition.
Our second event saw sixteen Year 11 and 10 students travel to Haygrove School, Bridgwater as the
two schools competed in-person for the first time. The two motions posed to the students were This
House would ban mobile devices in schools and This House is optimistic about the future. With only
fifteen minutes preparation time, they all presented compelling arguments and eight of the top
scoring students were selected to represent Heathfield at the Oxford University Schools Debating
competition next month.
Heathfield was also victorious in terms of cumulative points and all the students should be
immensely proud of their performances. It was thrilling to watch these students in their element and
competing against other students. It is a testament to their consistent hard work and commitment
to the Heathfield Debating Society.
Congratulations to Rupert, Katherine, Issy, Iona, Evie, Erika, Isla and Summer. We wish them all the
best in the Oxford competition.

Above: The sixteen Year 10 and 11 students who competed against Haygrove School.
We would also like to pay special tribute to Katherine Blunt, who won the Individual Supreme
Champion award for the highest scoring speaker of the night. The judges were in awe of her forensic
analysis of complex issues and her eloquence and authority when delivering cogent arguments.
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Above: Katherine receiving
her Individual Supreme
Champion award at
Haygrove School.
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'Stars of the Week'
Congratulations to our 'Stars of the Week' for being chosen by their teachers. Well done to
Olive, Joshua, Rosie, Archie, Henry, Naomi, Ned, Kodie, Ellie-Mae and Lauren. We are so
proud of you all!
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SIMS Parent App
Following feedback from parents, we are delighted to announce the release of a new parent
engagement tool, SIMS Parent.
As a school, we use e-mail a lot to communicate with parents, but we are concerned that some
parents are not receiving updates from the school, as the e-mail address that we hold is incorrect or
out of date. Initially, SIMS Parent will predominantly be used to ensure that the details on our
system are current, but over time more features will be made available to parents.
After installing the app, parents will have access to the following:
Attendance Information
Reports
Timetable Information
A section that allows you to update details that we hold about you and your son/daughter,
ensuring that this information is always correct.
If the contact details that we have on our system are correct, parents will receive an e-mail from the
school today with further instructions. An invitation to install the SIMS Parent App will be sent at the
same time.
If you are concerned that your details are not correct, or you have not received an invitation by
Monday, please contact us with your updated details using the following e-mail address:
simsparent@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk.

Year 9 Options
The Year 9 Curriculum Choices process will be launched next week. There will be an
assembly to the year group and a letter explaining the process and next steps will be
emailed to Parents and Carers. This is a very exciting and important time for Year 9.
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Key Stage 3 Celebration Breakfast

We had a lovely morning on Thursday 27th January with students from Key Stage 3 who had
achieved the highest number of Class Chart points in their year groups. The students were invited to
the Tacchi Morris Arts Centre for a treat of pastries and hot chocolate. It was a lovely event
celebrating their hard work and effort. A similar Key Stage 4 event will be happening soon.

SPACE
Theatre and Dance in Education Tour
Our Year 1 SPACE Company has just completed a ‘Theatre in Education and Dance for SEND schools'
tour. The students decided whether they would like to specialise in dance or acting for this project.
The actors' pieces explored themes such as looking after the environment, positive relationships and
anti-bullying and internet safety. The dance pieces were designed to offer a sensory experience for
students with needs including the Cedar Centre here at Heathfield. All performances were greatly
appreciated by the schools we visited and the feedback from the pupils involved was enthusiastic,
saying that they enjoyed the performances and learned a great deal.

Entry Workshop
The opportunity to study at the SPACE next year after Year 11 leave Heathfield begins with an Entry
Workshop on 3rd and 4th February. This gives applicants the chance to choose activities based on
their interests in the Performing and Production Arts. They will create a performance during their
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time with us that will be shared with Parent(s) and Carer(s) at the end of the experience. The UAL
course at The SPACE is varied and exciting and allows the students to explore many different
creative skills as well as specialising in a chosen area. The qualification leads to many different
courses at university or specialist vocational schools or straight into employment a whole range of
different careers. This Level 3 course can stretch talented and academic students but we can also
support those with needs as our atmosphere is inclusive and supportive. There are still a couple of
places left on the workshop, which is free of charge and, following the workshop, there is no
obligation to enrol. Email info@thespacesomerset.co.uk to express interest.
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Year 11 Applications welcome - please apply online: www.thespacesomerset.co.uk
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Safeguarding Topic of the Week
Knife Crime – Raising Awareness, Prevention, Protection and First Aid
Our assemblies were a bit different last week. We ran zoom-style assembly/workshops on Microsoft
Teams with students in their tutor groups, learning about the dangers of knife crime and how to
avoid it.
For most of our students coming across someone with a knife, or being threatened with one, will be
something they never experience. However, with the local and national news sharing stories of the
rise in serious injury and death amongst young people due to knife crime, it is important that we
know how to avoid it and how to protect ourselves if we were ever in that situation.
Here are a few of the slides and videos the students discussed and watched, along with the
responses they gave via their tutors.
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During the session we learnt about:
The potential consequences of carrying a knife
How young people can take steps to achieve their goals and live knife-free lives
How to explain and challenge the reasons why some young people may want to carry a knife
How to assess a range of consequences of carrying or using a knife
How to explain how young people can make the choice to be knife-free
How to help someone who is injured
We considered these points and looked in detail about what the law says, as well as some simple
first aid:

We thought about what the best course of action would be if someone were to threaten us with a
knife. You can see some of the tutor group responses in the chats below.

Then we watched this video which shows the safest response – the answer is to run and to call the
police.
What would you do if someone pulled out a knife on you? Dad Teaches Son How to Defend Against
Knives - YouTube
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Videos:
_Ben - #knifefree
_Aliya - #knifefree
We looked at the stories of these two young people and thought about the consequences of carrying
a knife. We thought about what we might say to them to persuade them not to.
By the end of the assembly-workshop, students had been given a greater understanding of the
dangers and consequences of carrying a knife and what to do if someone does threaten them with a
knife. Our aim is to give our young people the knowledge that they need to make safe choices for
themselves and to not carry a knife or any other weapon.
Much of the information and ideas used in this session came from a resource pack from the police,
for which we are grateful.
Please do talk to your child about these issues, and if you have any concerns, as always, you can get
in touch the following routes:

Where to Get Help
If your child or another child you know if affected by these issues please contact us.
In school you can contact:

Your child’s tutor or Head of Year
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

Mrs Draper
Mrs White
Mrs Farbus
Mr Tinkler
Mr Hill

zdraper@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
hwhite@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
jfarbus@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mtinkler@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
ahill@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Our Safeguarding Team (identifiable by a blue lanyard)
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Patmore
npatmore@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
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Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Berryman
kberryman@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Safeguarding Officer

Mrs Smith
tsmith@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Safeguarding Administrator

Mrs Barge
sbarge@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
Find us on the school website.

Other places to get help
Somerset Direct - 0300 123 2224 / childrens@somerset.gov.uk
Somerset Early Help Hub - 01823 355803
NSPCC: nspcc.org.uk
Childline on 0800 1111 or at childline.org.uk.
Anti-Bullying Alliance: anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk
Thinkuknow (includes e-safety resources for professionals and parents) thinkuknow.co.uk
Child Safety Online - (publishing.service.gov.uk)
For a comprehensive list of support agencies, please have a look at the Student Support section of
our website at Student Support | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com)

Further Reading
Keeping children safe in education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
You can find out more about Safeguarding at Heathfield on our website at Safeguarding | Heathfield
Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com)

14 | P a g e

Performing Arts
It's been a busy month in the Performing Arts Department with three full plays. We kicked off with
'Football Romeo', followed by 'DNA' and finished this week with Jim Cartwright's classic 'Road'. All
plays have never been performed before by Heathfield School so it was great to see some new and
exciting performances from our students. Congratulations to all who took part. Although our
Launchpad plays are now over, it doesn’t mean it's all going quiet for the department. The festival
continues on the 9th & 10th February when our RSL dancers will be taking part in 'Night at the
Movies'. We look forward to seeing you all there.

PE Department Clubs

Leavers 2022 Hoodies
Please don’t forget to place your Leavers 2022 Hoodies orders. I would hate for anyone to miss out.
Some of our wonderful prefects selected a variety of colours for you to choose from. Please feel
free to come and see the admin girls regarding sizing and colours. Hoodies are £23.50 each and
orders must be placed by 31st January 2022. This can be paid via SCOPAY or correct money in a
sealed envelope.

Non-Uniform Day: Friday 4th February 2022
Friday 4th February will be a non-uniform day for Number Day, raising money for NSPCC. We ask that
ALL students wear a visible number (that could be a football shirt or any item of clothing you own
with a number on) or simply a number stuck on their top. There will be the usual £1 donation,
collected on the day.
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There will be a number of fundraising activities throughout the day, including a cake sale, bingo,
penalty shootout, raffle, and guess the number of sweets in the jar, with prizes available for the
winners. If you'd like to take part in the fundraising, remember to bring a few pounds to school on
Friday. There will also be maths challenges throughout the week.
Students in Y7 and 8 are in a TT Rockstar’s battle against each other this week - any correct answers
between Monday 31st January and Sunday 6th February will earn points for your year group! Please
contact your maths teacher if you have forgotten your login.
For those who have PE or Dance on Friday - don’t forget your PE or Dance kit!

Heathfield are Recruiting!
Please see the recruitment page on our website:
Vacancies | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com)

Social Media
@HeathfieldCommunitySchoolTA2
@HeathfieldTA2
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