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Message from The Head
Dear Parent / Carer
Happy New Year!
It has been a very positive start to 2022. Following robust risk assessments, sporting fixtures have
resumed along with the Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and students have performed to audiences
over the last 2 weeks as part of the Drama festival. Opportunities like these are so important for
students and staff and we look forward to expanding these extra-curricular activities as the term
goes on. There is much to celebrate in this newsletter and I thank students and staff for all their hard
work
Peter Hoare

Debating Competition

Regionals here we come!
A huge congratulations to Katherine, Isabella and Summer for their stunning victory in tonight's
English-Speaking Union's Mace Debating Competition. The judges commended their teamwork and
their engaging speeches opposing the motion This House Would ban gambling. We are so proud of
all their hard work.
The next round will see them compete against teams from across the South West.
Watch this space!
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Matt Dickinson – Author Visit!

On Friday 26th November, filmmaker, explorer, and author Matt Dickinson visited Heathfield for the
day to give a series of talks and creative writing workshops.
Matt has twenty years of film-making experience for National Geographic TV, Discovery Channel and
the BBC; giving him a wealth of fascinating real-life adventures to talk about and a series of breathtaking video clips. His expeditions became the inspiration for his two award-winning (and Carnegie
medal nominated) series ‘Mortal Chaos’ and ‘The Everest Files.’

The day included a talk in the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre for the entire Year 8 cohort, as well as a
series of creative writing workshops for a selection of Year 8 and Year 9 students, surrounding the
theme 'Into the Storm'…
We had some fantastic pieces of work contributed which will be put display in our School Library in
the New Year.
Geography, English and the Library
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Student Feedback & Responses

Seeing Mr Dickinson made me
want to go and climb Everest!
- Brooke

The part with the frostbite was
gross but cool – keep your
gloves on in the cold!
- Mia

I loved having a real-life author
give me advice about
my writing!

It was so cool meeting a famous
person, I got a selfie with him
and his autograph!

- Matilda

- Jack

He made this lesson fun and
interesting.

I saw his talk, then went straight
to the Library to borrow one of
his books!

- Jaydene

- Noah

It was nice to do something
different in school.
- Theo
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Year 7 CAT4 Assessments
Now Year 7 have had a term to settle into Heathfield, we will be running a series of CAT4
assessments after the Christmas break. These are very similar to the older SAT style questions and
students do not need to do any preparation for these assessments. The purpose of these
assessments is to be able to use national benchmarking in order to give us an indication of the
academic profile of each pupil and form flightpaths that can predict potential progression, in order
to set aspirational targets across their time at Heathfield. These assessments will be completed
across the board within the next few weeks.
I would like to re-iterate that students do not need to worry about completing these assessments or
do any preparation for them. They will be completed in exam conditions and the results will be fed
back within their set of reports before the half term break.

Tutor Awards
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Star of the Week
Congratulations to our wonderful students for being chosen as 'Star of the Week'. Well done
to Tabetha, Meah, Evie, Nile, Freya, Breanna, Jodi, Josh, Olive, Nathan, Emily and Kadie. We
are so proud of you all!
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Year 11 GCSE food students
A massive well done to all Year 11 GCSE food students. All practical exams are now completed.
Fantastic dishes presented and lots of very hard work, on the day and leading up to it. We hope that
you enjoyed sharing the delights with your families.
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The SPACE
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New School Nurse
A little bit about Carly: My name is Carly I have joined the school in January as the School Nurse. I have
spent the last 21 years working on the surgical wards at Musgrove Park Hospital
caring for a wide range of medical and surgical problems. I am looking forward to
working with the students and families to ensure a healthy and safe environment.
I have a keen interest in diabetes and health promotion.

From the Music Department: FAO parents and carers
Each term, all students in years 7-9, will spend between 6 and 8 weeks, working on keyboards, and
will be using the department computers to research, listen to, and create music.
All of these activities require the use of headphones, but due to the current Covid pandemic, it
would be preferable for each student to bring their own headphones to their music lesson, rather
than share the older headphones that we have in school. These could be simple ear buds and need
to have a mini jack.
Many students already have these at home. If so, please could they bring them to any lesson they
have in Room 6 or in the Mary Smith Music room.
If you don't currently have any, they can be purchased very cheaply, and if it is possible for you to
buy a pair, it would be best for your child to have their own to use in school. (If you already have
your own headphones in school, you don't need new ones!)
Thank you
Music Department
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Reward Shop
After launching our new reward shop on Classcharts last term, it has proven
popular with our students. Students can use the points awarded by their
teachers to buy rewards for themselves. Some of these rewards are shown
below.

Our prefect team help to deliver the prizes during tutor time, and our Student Year Group Councils
have been busy discussing new reward ideas to add to the reward store.

Face Masks
Just a reminder for students to wear face masks in school in order to keep students and teachers
safe. It is your responsibility to provide your child with a face mask.

Heathfield are Recruiting!
Please see the recruitment page on our website:
Vacancies | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com)

Social Media
@HeathfieldCommunitySchoolTA2
@HeathfieldTA2
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