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Edition 5 – 17th December 2021  
Message from the Head 

As we reach the end of term, I would like to thank students, parents and staff for the patience and 
resilience they have shown in what has been another challenging term. I would also like to remind 
you that before your child returns to school in January that the guidance is that your child takes a 
LFT before returning to school. We are asking that this is carried out the night before. Test kits will 
and have been distributed to students. This will enable all students to return who have tested 
negative. Some schools are organizing a staggered start to the term but as you are aware staffing 
levels due to Covid related illness at Heathfield has impacted greatly on the running of the school. As 
a result, we cannot guarantee that onsite testing can be provided. Thank you for your understanding 
in this matter. 

I wish you all a Happy and Peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year 
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Year 11 Leavers Hoodies 

We are working with Fizz-Hoodies, the UK’s premier supplier of Hoodies and are eagerly 
anticipating what is sure to be a wonderful keepsake to celebrate their time at the school. 

The hoodies will have a large ‘22’ printed on the back, containing the names of all students in the 
Year Group, and will also feature an embroidered logo on the front. The style we have chosen is a 
classic college hoody with a large range of colours to choose from.  

All of the students have the opportunity to purchase a hoody and it will be essential for the order 
to be placed in plenty of time so that they don’t miss out. Sample colours can be seen in Mrs Kew’s 
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Office (Small Hall). There will be one order; students will not be able to place orders after 31st of 
January 2022. The cost of the hoody will be £23.50. 

If you would like to purchase a hoodie, please make sure that the slip is handed in with full payment 
to be made online via SCOPAY by 31st of January 2022.  Do not miss the deadline as I would hate 
for anyone to be disappointed. 

Once you have decided on the size and colour you require please fill out the slip at the bottom of 
the letter you received stating the size and full colour name and ask your child to hand it in to Head 
of Year 11 Admin Office – Mrs Kew (In the small Hall) 

Carol Concert  

The Music Department feel so sad to inform you that the Carol Concert 2021 has been 
cancelled due to COVID. We have been working really hard this term to re-build our choirs 
and orchestra after Music being hit very hard by Covid over the last two years. Every aspect 
of extra-curricular music had to pause during the pandemic, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to say a mahoosive thank you to our incredible students who have been so 
dedicated to bringing life back into Music at Heathfield. The Music department feel so proud 
of you all, thank you. 

We will be releasing a film of what we have been up to - a glimpse into what we have been 
doing as a musical school community to bring Christmas into every corner of Heathfield 
school! 

Safeguarding Topic of the Week 

Help and Support over Christmas 
 

The winter school break is for many people the busiest of the school holidays.  Whether you 
celebrate Christmas or not, the cold weather, family films and lazy days bring something unique to 
this fortnight.  I love the Scottish phrase ‘the Daft Days’ for those days between 25th and 31st of 
December, when clocks seem to stop and days merge into one another.  We remember family, 
friends and loved ones from close by and far away.  On the 31st I always think of my Scottish 
relatives who celebrate Hogmanay with a traditional party on as the New Year rolls in.  

I stumbled upon this characterful young poet, Len Pennie, who celebrates the Gaelic language and 
includes it in her work.  Her poem ‘A Toast Tae The Daft Days’ is a reminder of the simple joys of 
spending time with loved ones, and a toast to those who have a less happy time this holiday season.  
You can find the original here, with its wonderful lilting tones, and an excerpt below.  I’ve attempted 
a translation of the excerpt but would really recommend you listen to the full original.  You might 
even recognise it from the supermarket advert it was used in. 
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An English Translation 

Although this time is splendid, I really must confess 

I have to take a moment to divert my small address 

To those who have a work a shift, to those at home alone, 

To those who’ll open presents and eat turkey through the phone 

To those who’re staying far away from where they’d rather be 

Know that love’s comprised of more than what’s below a tree 

As we say goodbye to our students at the end of this term, I am always mindful that within our 
school community there will be children, young people and adults for whom Christmas is not filled 
with joy.  There will be families who struggle to afford the Christmas trimmings, difficulties with drug 
and alcohol dependency, people experiencing domestic abuse, bereavements, mental health 
struggles and memories of lost loved ones. 

If that’s you this Christmas, please know that there are people there to help.  You don’t have to 
suffer this Christmas.  It’s OK to reach out and ask for help from a trusted charity or friend.  The 
Samaritans are a listening ear, for any need, and I know from experience how helpful it can be to talk 
to them. 

In addition there are lots of different places to get specialist help, support and advice.  Have a look 
on the school website under ‘safeguarding, student support’ to see a full list of services.  Student 
Support | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com) 

We wish you a peaceful and contented Christmas.  We are thinking of all our students over the 
school break and we will see you in the New Year. 

Mrs Patmore  (Designated Safeguarding Lead) 
 

https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/safeguarding/student-support
https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/safeguarding/student-support
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Where to Get Help 

If your child or another child you know if affected by these issues please contact us. 

In school you can contact: 

Your child’s tutor or Head of Year 

Year 7   Mrs Draper  zdraper@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
Year 8  Mrs White hwhite@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
Year 9   Mrs Farbus  jfarbus@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
Year 10  Mr Tinkler mtinkler@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
Year 11  Mr Hill  ahill@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 
 

Our Safeguarding Team (identifiable by a blue lanyard) 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 
Mrs Patmore 
npatmore@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 
Mrs Berryman 
kberryman@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 

Safeguarding Officer 
Mrs Smith 
tsmith@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 

Safeguarding Administrator 
Mrs Barge 
sbarge@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk 

Find us on the school website. 

Other places to get help  
 
The Samaritans www.samaritans.org telephone 116123 or email jo@samaritans.org 

Childline on 0800 1111 or at www.childline.org.uk. 

SIDAS (Somerset Integrated Domestic Abuse Service)  www.somersetsurvivors.org.uk  
Somerset Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0800 69 49 999 

SDAS (Somerset Drugs and Alcohol Service)  www.turning-point.co.uk  0300 303 8788 

For a comprehensive list of support agencies, please have a look at the Student Support section of 
our website at Student Support | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com) 

Further Reading 

Keeping children safe in education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

You can find out more about Safeguarding at Heathfield on our website at Safeguarding | Heathfield 
Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com) 

mailto:zdraper@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:hwhite@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:jfarbus@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:mtinkler@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:ahill@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:npatmore@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:kberryman@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:tsmith@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:sbarge@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/safeguarding/safeguarding-team
http://www.samaritans.org/
mailto:jo@samaritans.org
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.somersetsurvivors.org.uk/
http://www.turning-point.co.uk/
https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/safeguarding/student-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/safeguarding
https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/safeguarding


6 | P a g e  

 

History Trip 

One cold rainy Saturday morning, 65 intrepid year 11s set off the bright lights of London in search of 
historical wonder. And wonder they found. Firstly, in the Museum of London with it’s fantastic 
chronological telling of the history of our fair capital. Secondly, in the Science Museum where their 
focus turned to the study of medicine. They saw works of Vesalius, Hunter and Harvey alongside an 
iron lung and man’s journey to the stars. Finally, their attention turned to Westfield for dinner and a 
little light Christmas shopping, before heading homeward, tired, happy and with a little more 
knowledge!  
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Focus on Mental Health and Mental Wellbeing  

Tips for looking after your mental health this Christmas from www.mentalhealth.org.uk  

Actions – what self-care and day to day activities can you keep doing? 

 Sit in the garden in a warm coat and get a brief sunny boost 
 Meditate 
 Find time to yourself – take a long bath, or go on an errand, 5 minutes to yourself can be 
really helpful 

 If you struggle with sleep, stick as close as possible to your usual routine 
 Keep up with your self-care routine – exercise, sleep, socialise, volunteer, walk outdoors 
 Spend time doing charity and community work 
 Ask someone to keep an eye out for you and to check in on how you’re doing 
 Create your own experiences and happiness. Be indulgent. Pamper yourself 

5 Festive kindness tips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/


8 | P a g e  

 

 

If you would like more information on these tips please go to  

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/christmas/blog/festive-kindness-tips 

DT Department 

Please may I make my annual request for empty, clean, plastic containers with lids for 
example take away containers, Celebrations or Heroes tubs. 

Leo 

 

Accelerated Reader Y7-9 LEO  
 
A massive well done to the Y7, Y8 , Y9 LEO Accelerated Reader students. The students have had a 
great term and have worked so hard on their reading skills, quizzing and exploring some new genres 
and books which has been fantastic to observe and hear about.  

If there are any questions about the programme or you would like any feedback about Accelerated 
Reader (AR) in LEO please contact us.  

Please keep reading and quizzing at home and we look forward to working with you all in the new 
year.  

Mrs Cunnane  Learning Enhancement Lead PP Y7-11 
Miss White  Heathfield School Librarian AR Lead 

LEO Autumn Term Y7-11 
A massive well done to everyone who has worked in LEO this term. 

I am so proud of you all! 

We have had some great sessions in: 

 Accelerated Reader 
 Academic LEO Mentoring    
 Pastoral LEO Mentoring 
 Colour me Calm 
 Lego Create 
 Homework and study club 
 SEMH drop in 
 Eco Team  

Please keep up the hard work for the summer term and let me know 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/christmas/blog/festive-kindness-tips
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LEO Autumn Term 
 
WOW cards LEO PP Y7-11  

205 PP LEO WOW cards issued this half term for great work, effort, attendance and attitude  

Well done! 

Mrs Cunnane and the Teaching staff! 

What’s happening in our School Library? 

Heathfield Pride 
 
The Heathfield Pride members spent this term learning about LGBTQ+ History and how we came to 
be where we are today. We discussed important historical eras and LGBTQ+ representation, as well 
as historical figures and key events. At the end of term, we made Pride Christmas decorations for the 
Library to get in the festive spirit! 

 

Remembrance Day 
On Thursday 11th November, the Library and English department teamed up to bring a series of 
Remembrance related events and activities. Within their English lessons, students wrote their own 
war-themed poetry and designed some war-themed posters. We then held a celebration event in 
the Library to award prizes to our winners, these included: sweets/chocolates, books, and £10 
WHSmith Vouchers! 

 

ECO Team – Africa Day 
On Friday 3rd December, the ECO Team held a staff Africa Day in the Library; sharing an informative 
presentation and talk on Africa, with a quiz, some well-being activities, name the elephant, as well as 
sharing a festive mince pie or two! 
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Library Notices: 
Borrowing Books - Just a reminder that all students are more than welcome to borrow books from 
our School Library -    please see the attached timetable of opening hours.  

Overdue Books – Overdue book slips will be handed out during the first week back of term after 
Christmas, so please remember to bring back any Library books then.  

Accelerated Reader - Year 7's, please remember to keep reading and testing over Christmas! The link 
to AR can be found on the Heathfield website under 'The Library'. Happy reading! 

Library Opening Hours: 
Monday - Thursday, 8.30am - 4.30pm 
Friday, 8.30am - 4pm 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

BREAK LEO Snack 
Station 

LEO Snack 
Station 

LEO Snack 
Station 

LEO Snack 
Station 

LEO Snack 
Station 

LUNCH ECO Team 
Colour Me 
Calm 

Homework & 
Study Club 

 Heathfield 
Pride 

Lego Create 

AFTERSCHOOL Homework 
Club 

Homework 
Club 

Homework 
Club 

Homework 
Club 

 

 

COVID-19 Guidance – The Library 
 

 Year Group Areas; tables and computers 
 Masks; to be worn (unless exempt) 
 Book Quarantine; 72 hour period 
 3 x Library Cleaning Stations, each containing: sanitiser, anti-bacterial spray, paper towels, 
COVID-19 guidance sheet 

 Capped Capacity 
 Regular Cleaning 
 Library Risk Assessment Completed  

 

Miss M. White 
Librarian 
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PSHE 

At Heathfield, we feel strongly that school is about more than gaining knowledge and improving 
skills, as important as they both are. We also want our young people to explore moral and ethical 
issues, to understand the world around them and to become responsible, global citizens. This half 
term has seen a number of opportunities to do that. 

On Friday 19th November we all pulled together for Children in Need. Cakes were sold, it was a 
non-uniform day and together we raised well over £1200 for a great cause. A real highlight of the 
day was pupils focusing on ‘acts of kindness’ and staff giving out hundreds of Class charts points to 
recognise those small gestures, comments and acts that make our community a kinder, happier 
place. 

 

Monday the 30th was PSHE enhancement day. The whole school (staff and pupils) was ‘off 
timetable’. This created the time and space to focus on issues such as puberty, road safety, alcohol, 
body image and preparation for exams. Pupils worked with their tutors and with outside speakers, a 
selection of whom you can see below. If you’d like more detail on what was discussed, please visit 
our website page: PSHE | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com)  

 

https://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/curriculum/pshe
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Friday 10th December saw the ten-year anniversary of ‘Christmas jumper day’. Organised by Save 
the Children, it’s a chance to raise money and look fabulous! Can you spot your jumper in the 
pictures below? 
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We raised £326.95, here’s a message from Children in Need: 

 

Dance Newsletter – December 2021 

A huge congratulations from the Dance department to all of the students who participated in the 
dance show ‘Happiness Is…’ in November. It was wonderful to see so many students back on stage 
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and we are so proud of all of the KS3 and KS4 students who gave up their time to participate in the 
show.   
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The Space 

Open Evening & Entry Workshop 
 

Our second Open Evening is on 20 January (6pm-8pm). You’d be very welcome to come along and 
see our Company Members in action that evening and hear more about studying at The SPACE. We'd 
love you to also help spread the word for us about this by telling your friends and family and sharing 
the posts we put on social media if possible.  

We will be holding our Entry Workshop on Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th February. If you’d like to 
attend, please email info@thespacesomerset.co.uk 

Ex-Company Member News: 
  
Thomas Paynter 

 
“The SPACE really helped prepare me for my next 
steps in developing my confidence creatively, socially 
and in performing. The way the course is designed to 
work towards a project every term / half term really 
helped me solidify my ambition to pursue a 
performance-based career. It also prepared me for 
the diverse multi-disciplinary training I’m currently 
receiving at Bird College. The SPACE helped me to 
receive offers from LIPA BA Dance, Bird BA in Dance 
and Musical Theatre, The PLACE BA Contemporary 

Dance, Trinity Laban BA Musical Theatre, London Studio Centre BA Theatre Dance, Uni of Chichester 
BA Contemporary Dance and Urdang Foundation in Dance and Musical Theatre.” 

 
 

What are our Company Members currently working on? 
 
The Year 1 Company are currently developing work for Theatre in Education, where actors will tour 
to local primary schools, and Dance in Education, where dancers will tour to SEND schools and The 
Cedar Centre. This is a fantastic opportunity for them to develop performance for a particular target 
audience and to experience the power of the arts in the community. 

The Year 2 Company Members are well underway with their Extended Project Qualification (EPQ’s) 
developing their own investigative performance projects that require them to imbed research into 
their work, independently reflecting on their development process through to performances in 
February. The EPQ is equivalent to half an A Level.  

mailto:info@thespacesomerset.co.uk
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Raffle in aid of Moorhaven Care Home 

The Year 10/11 Prince’s Trust groups have been working very hard to raise funds for the residents of 
Moorhaven Care Home. Initially they wrote to lots of local companies asking for raffle prizes. They 
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managed to collect 79 prizes ranging from Exeter Chief tickets, bottles of Prosecco to lots of tins of 
biscuits and chocolates. 

Yesterday the year 11s had great fun drawing the winning tickets from a box containing 443 tickets. 
This incidentally meant they had raised £443. 

The pupils now are busy writing thank you letters to the various companies who donated prizes and 
will shortly be wrapping 39 Christmas presents for the residents of Moorhaven. 

This is a tremendous effort on behalf of the Prince’s Trust students and will be greatly appreciated 
by the residents. 

Brian Edmunds  
Prince’s Trust Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DRAMA 

A huge congratulations to the year 11 Musical Theatre cohort for their show ‘Courage calls to 
Courage’. The students did exceptionally well, and it was wonderful to see so much support in the 
audience from staff, families, and friends to come celebrate their hard work and commitment that 
they have achieved throughout the two years. The director of the Tacchi Morris – Andy Pulleyn said 
‘’ I was very impressed by the show. It was full of so much talent - displayed throughout all the 
different numbers”.  

The performance skills were very strong, with the singing of a very high standard, as was the 
dancing.  However, I think most impressive was the real sense of teamwork, the passion and the 
energy that radiated from the stage to the audience. It was very inspiring to see so many young 
people on stage, full of confidence, in their element.’’ It has been such a pleasure to teach these 
students and it was a very proud moment to see it all come together on stage. It is not easy to act, 
sing and dance all at the same time but this group of students did that to a high standard. Well 
done!  

Mrs Coomer   
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Bold and Brave – Christmas Cards 

Harry Y11: Bold and Brave.   
For the past three months, I have been creating and designing cards to be sold at Bold and Brave.   

Bold and Brave is a shop and organisation that works with young Somerset to raise money and 
support young people aged 14 – 25. The shop provides people with a safe place to go, outside their 
home and school. Their staff members have helped me grow confident and has helped my mental 
health. This has helped me grow in confidence with my own artwork and has given aspirations for 
the future.  

Bold and Brave are based at St James’ street and is a shop that sells products that are locally made.   

In November, I spent my time outside of school designing cards for the shop, which have been in the 
shop for public purchase through December.   

My cards are currently being sold for £2.50 and I have created a mix of Christmas, get well soon, 
birthday and positivity cards as examples.  

https://www.youngsomerset.org.uk/pages/category/bold-brave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.youngsomerset.org.uk/pages/category/bold-brave
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ECO TEAM 

 

 

HEATHFIELD ECO TEAM AFRICA DAY - 3rd DECEMBER 2021 
At lunchtime on the 3rd December, the Eco Team and staff gathered in the library for an insight into 
the geography, climate and wildlife of Africa. 

The Eco Team’s resident Africa expert was on hand to answer staff questions; Dan’s knowledge of 
Africa’s landscapes, wildlife and socio-political history astounded those how had the chance to quiz 
him and discuss this incredible continent. 

Recently, the Eco Team have used their funds to adopt an African elephant.  The race to name the 
elephant is underway with staff paying 20p to guess the name of our very own Loxodonta Africana. 

 

 
 

Africa Day was also a chance for us to appreciate the huge distances travelled by the swifts that nest 
at our school.  In the summer of 2021, as part of our swift awareness week, students in the Art 
Department produced a swift for every country crossed by a swift on its epic migration from here to 
Africa and back. 

A huge thank you to Dan and the Eco Team for such a brilliant event, a massive thank you to all staff 
who took part and a final thank you to Miss White for allowing us to use the library and being such a 
generous host. 
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See you in 2022. 

Mrs Cunnane and Mr Bament  

 

 
 

Heathfield Success at the ESU Mace 

This term saw Heathfield’s stunning debut at English-Speaking Union’s Mace debating competition. 
The annual competition is the oldest and largest debating competition for schools in England and 
allows students to demonstrate their skills of critical analysis and public speaking in a competitive 
environment. Rupert Baverstock, Katherine Blunt and Summer Thomas were the three Year 11 
students chosen to support the motion This house believes that artists have a moral duty to be 
political in their work. The students presented a series of compelling arguments against the King’s 
College sixth form team and the judges commended their confidence, style and delivery. They 
personify Heathfield’s culture of excellence. 

Katherine reflected, ‘It was challenging yet rewarding evening and it was a valuable experience to 
debate against other schools. The Debating Society has helped develop my confidence when 
presenting to an audience and explore different perspectives on complex issues.’ 

The result is a testament to the commitment and dedication of all the Year 11 and Year 10 students 
who regularly attend Debating Society meetings. The sessions allow them to thrive academically in a 
supportive and stimulating learning environment. Everyone at Heathfield would like to wish them 
the best of luck for the next round which takes place on Thursday 13 January, where they will 
oppose the motion that This house would ban gambling.  
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Social Media 

 

    @HeathfieldCommunitySchoolTA2 

  

@HeathfieldTA2 

http://s/www.facebook.com/heathfieldcommunityschoolta2
https://www.twitter.com/heathfieldta2
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