Edition 4 - 12th November 2021

Message from the Head
Dear parents and carers,
It has been another busy and productive 2 weeks at Heathfield and students are returning to extracurricular activities which is great to see. We have been very impressed with their resilience since
the start of term. Although visits to the school are very limited I hope this newsletter gives you an
insight in to the experiences available at Heathfield.
I want to wish our amazing year 11's a good week next week when they do their first mocks. A lot of
hard work has gone into preparing for these. Use these as a benchmark and then celebrate the
successes (which there will be many!) and target achievable next steps to improve in other areas.
Wishing our community a relaxing weekend.
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Upcoming Dates for the Diary

Monday 15th November
Monday 15th November
Friday 19th November
Monday 6th December
Monday 6th December
Monday 6th December
Wednesday 8th December
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Mocks week for Year 11.
Odd socks day to raise awareness for Anti-Bullying Week.
Find out more here.
Children in Need (Non-Uniform Day).
Reports out to Year 11 parents/carers
Year 11 Parents’ Evening (details about booking to follow).
Mocks week for Year 10 (Assessment Point 1) - classroom
based.
Year 11 Raising Achievement Evening. 6-7 on Zoom. Link to
be shared shortly.

Announcements
Year 7 Photographs
Year 7 photo order forms that were handed into school have been sent to Tempest for processing,
as soon as we receive the photos, they will be given out to your child.

Congratulations
Well Done for Tobias in Year 10, who, after a successful audition, has gained a place, to play
saxophone with Somerset County Youth Concert Band.

Tutor Time
This week in Tutor Time students have been learning about the history of Remembrance Day ahead
of the national commemoration on Thursday. They have been learning about why we wear a poppy
and how commemoration is undertaken on a personal, local, national, and international setting.
As part of Heathfield's act of remembrance, we have been working with students to create their own
Poppies which were used in our school wide act of remembrance, which can be viewed here.

Assemblies on the Learning Cycle
Last week’s assemblies were all on the Learning Cycle. The idea behind this was to make sure
everybody understands not only what they are learning, but also how they are learning. The
learning cycle is designed to increase awareness of the best ways to learn in lessons – methods that
research tells us are most effective at increasing outcomes for all of our students. At the end of the
assemblies Mr Wood shared a short video that sums up the learning cycle in four minutes. If you
want to see how we learn at Heathfield, please watch it here. As an added bonus, you can also see
some excellent work by Heathfield students working really hard in the background!

What is “feedback” at Heathfield?
In this newsletter I wanted to write and explain how we do feedback at Heathfield, an integral part
of our teaching principles and the learning cycle. Feedback can take different forms: peer, self,
teacher marking or verbal. Great teachers use a combination of these, choosing the best form as
appropriate to the learning. The best feedback, whether it is written or verbal, will give students a
clear sense of how they can improve, with students responding and making progress by knowing
more and being able to do more as a result. There are many opportunities for feedback to be given
and acted upon. The image below shows how these fit together, over a year at Heathfield.
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Regular low stakes quizzing (in the recall and connect phase of the learning cycle) is formative
assessment. Formative assessment, also known as assessment for learning, is a method of assessing
students while learning is happening rather than at the end of a topic or sequence of lessons (which
we call summative assessment – more on this in a bit). Formative assessment is diagnostic and
evaluates the comprehension levels and learning needs of students; teachers can amend and tailor
their approach in that or subsequent lesson. The quizzing supports the retrieval strength of key
subject specific knowledge being learnt over time.
Every six lessons, or so, each department performs a rich marking activity, which will fit into an
improvement phase in the learning cycle. These are designed to build on the knowledge that has
been quizzed over the previous weeks and apply these in a written/practical context. Each
department designs and delivers rich marking activities that are most suitable to their area.
Detailed feedback will clearly identify the strengths and areas for improvement that students will
then act upon (this will be in the form of WWW and EBI).
Maintenance marking may identify specific issues such as key words, literacy, and presentation
issues; students should act upon these.
Students will respond to teacher/peer feedback using a purple pen.
Some examples of rich marking can be seen below:
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History:
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MFL:
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Science:
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Summative assessment is sometimes called assessment of learning and is a formal method to
evaluate learning by comparing learning to a standard or benchmark. This is typically at the end of a
unit, module, or time period. We have two formal “assessment points”, where a student is given an
overall percentage for an exam piece. This is what is reported to yourselves. Teachers can also use
these results to evaluate how successful their teaching methods were and see if they need to be
adjusted next time, they teach that unit. Department and whole school intervention is also planned
from these summative assessment points.

Upcoming Assessment Point 1s are:
Monday 15th November
Monday 6th December
Monday 6th December
January & February
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Mocks week for Year 11.
Year 11 Parents’ Evening (details about booking to follow).
Mocks week for Year 10 (Assessment Point 1) - classroom
based.
Year 9, 8 and 7 (more details to follow from subjects).

Classcharts Update
Now we are back after half term the launch of the reward store is just around the corner and
students have been continuing to collect their praise points across the board.
So far this year just over 126,000 points have been awarded, at the point of writing this article,
which represents just over 94% of all allocated points. The top four reasons for rewards consists of:
Being on task
For having perfect uniform
Good work
Being prepared
Meaning the vast majority of students are on task in their lessons, producing outstanding work,
come fully prepared and show pride in their work and appearance.
Congratulations to the following tutor groups who have been awarded the most amount of points so
far this term….
7Y closely followed by 7R
8E closely followed by 8L
9E and 9H who join top!!
10R closely followed by 10H
11S closely followed by 11W
Further congratulations to year 7 who have been awarded the most ClassCharts points since half
term, closely followed by year 8-very well done to both year groups!
Parent consultation has been really positive and is open for a final week. If you would like to give
your feedback, then please click here.
For any ClassCharts enquiries please be in contact via
classchartssupport@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
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Why Attendance Matters
Target 96%+
The school would like to remind parents of the school’s stance regarding Attendance & Medical
appointments.
Missing registration for a medical or dental appointment is authorised absence. However, we would
like to encourage parents/ carers to make appointments out of school hours. Where possible
parents/ carers should book appointments after 3.30pm or late in the school day. School will request
sight of an appointment card. Students must ‘sign-out’ at the Student Reception desk and this
absence only covers a reasonable amount of time to travel to and from the appointment.
The school appreciates that some hospital appointments are beyond the control of parents and
accepts that these need to be taken when offered however for more routine appointments please,
wherever possible, make doctors and dentist appointments out of school hours.
It is also important to arrive on time to school and all lessons. If your child arrives late to school and
lessons every day, their learning will suffer.

How can parents and carers help with attendance?
Have a good routine in the mornings and the night before, so your child is prepared for the
school day.
Make sure your child goes to school regularly and is on time – not late.
Arrange dental and medical appointments out of school hours when possible.
Always inform the school if your child is absent due to illness by 9am.
Allow students to only have time off school for illness when absolutely necessary.
Take truancy seriously – if your child is not in lessons as they should be, please support the
school with next steps.
Take family holidays outside of term time.
Praise and reward your child’s achievements – download the class charts app to track
everything!
Discuss any problems with the school through the correct channels – staff are here to
support you.
Support and work with the school.

Well done to all students for a fabulous start back to school!
Attendance Matters!
10 | P a g e

Percentage
attendance
Between
96% and 100%

Between
93% and 96%

Between
90% and 93%

Between
85% and 90%

Below 85%
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Attendance Grade

GREEN

AMBER

RED

RED

RED

Amount of
school missed

What might happen next?

This child has very good
attendance.

They are likely to achieve their
potential, getting the best grades
they can and giving great prospects
for the future.

This child is missing about
2-3 weeks of education per
year.

They are at risk of underachieving
due to the number of lessons
missed. This child should ensure
that they speak to their teachers to
catch up any work missed as soon as
possible.

This child is missing up to
about a month of education
per year.

There is a serious risk of
underachievement and steps should
be taken to improve attendance
quickly. The school will be
monitoring this child’s absence and
contact is likely to be made with
home.

This child is missing
between four weeks and six
weeks of education per
year.

There is a high risk of
underachievement and the Local
Authority Education Attendance
Service is likely to become involved.
This student is classed by the
government as Persistently Absent.
There is a risk of fines or prosecution
in court being issued by the Local
Authority.

This child is missing at least
six weeks of education per
year. This is about half a
term missed which is a sixth
of their education.

There is a very high and significant
risk of underachievement and the
Local Authority Education
Attendance Service will be involved.
Fines or prosecution in court are
very likely. This student is classed at
Persistently Absent and will be at
great risk of not achieving their
potential grades.

Focus on Mental Health and Mental Wellbeing
We all have mental health and our mental wellbeing can fluctuate day to day. When you’re not
feeling great, it can feel harder to do things that benefit your wellbeing.
“I haven’t got enough time”
Well, take a look at these tips from www.youngminds.org.uk. Even 5 minutes a day can make a
difference to your mental wellbeing
5 minutes
Make a cup of tea and enjoy it undistracted
Cuddle a pet or soft toy
Write a to-do list
Text a friend
30 minutes
Take exercise – yoga, a run, a brisk walk
Call a friend or family member for a catch-up
Have a nap

10 minutes
Do a guided meditation
Take a walk
Do a quick tidy and clean of your
room/workspace
Listen to your favourite song
1 hour
Watch an episode of your favourite TV show
Go for a coffee with a friend
Cook or bake something tasty

Staying well during revision and exams is also very important and www.youngminds.org.uk have put
together some advice, by students, for students during this time. This is what they said:
Always take a moment just to breathe, whether in the exam, before or after.
Remember that school does offer support, just reach out and ask!
Keep your work balanced. Spend time revising, but socialise and relax too.
Keep a self-care routine so that your revision is the most productive it can be whilst you feel
as good as possible.
Break up revision with food and exercise to make sure you stay energised.
Remember that results do not define you.
Find a revision space and style that works for you; silence, background chatter, music with or
without lyrics.
Work to your own pace – everyone is different in how they work.
If you feel nervous about the time pressure of an exam, practice timing yourself when you
revise, or try some test papers.
Plan in some treats to reward yourself, and celebrate when it’s all over!
Remember there is always someone to talk to at school if you’re feeling worried about anything.
Talk to your #tutorfirst and they can help you.
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The SPACE: Guys and Dolls

In October, The SPACE students performed the sizzling musical Guys & Dolls at Tacchi-Morris Arts
Centre, bringing to life the New York tale of gamblers, gangsters and nightclub singers (and a
missionary!). The SPACE Company members worked with a professional live band & set to tell the
story of the 1920’s New York City underworld. All SPACE Company members train in acting, dance &
singing, 5 days a week. The SPACE also has Company Members who specialise in technical theatre
and the production arts focusing on costume, lighting and sound. These students' achievement puts
them in good stead for excellent and exciting progression routes and follows last year's outstanding
results which again put the SPACE in the top 10% of educational providers leading this qualification
nationally.
To find out more about The SPACE why not register your interest in attending our open evening on
Thursday 20th January by emailing info@thespacesomerset.co.uk.
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The SPACE Open Evenings
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Safeguarding Topic of the Week
Peer-on-Peer Abuse - part 2
Following my article in the second issue of this newsletter, I am pleased to share with you that the
whole school has now taken part in some extensive training and research about Peer-on-Peer abuse.
Staff have completed training and students have learnt about the issue via teaching and discussion.
Students have also shared their experience via anonymous questionnaires, which will be analysed
and followed up over the next few weeks. This was done in an extended tutorial session on the 2nd
of November.
Here’s some information from our PSHE coordinator about what we’ve been doing.

Peer-on-peer Action Research 2.11.21
Peer-on-peer abuse is a national issue in schools. It has been identified by the government and
OFSTED, as a priority. It is something we are determined to tackle at Heathfield.
Part of tackling this issue is understanding young people’s perceptions and their experiences. We
have therefore surveyed every pupil in our school. We haven’t forewarned them, as we wanted an
accurate measure of their views. It wouldn’t be surprising if pupils had some questions. Therefore,
we are sharing the video and power point that was used in this session and the survey pupils
completed. Once collated, we will share the results. In the meantime, should you have any
questions, then please get in touch with your child’s tutor.
You can find the PSHE session here:
PSHE | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com
Please do talk to your child about these issues, and if you have any concerns, as always, you can get
in touch the following routes:

Where to Get Help
If your child or another child you know if effected by these issues please contact us.
All peer-on-peer abuse is unacceptable and will be taken seriously.
In school you can contact:
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
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Mrs Draper
Mrs White
Mrs Farbus
Mr Tinkler
Mr Hill

zdraper@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
hwhite@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
jfarbus@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mtinkler@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
ahill@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Our Safeguarding Team (identifiable by a blue lanyard)
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Patmore
npatmore@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Berryman
kberryman@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Safeguarding Officer

Mrs Smith
tsmith@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Safeguarding Administrator

Mrs Barge
sbarge@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
Find us on the school website.

Other places to get help
Anti-Bullying Alliance.org.uk
Childline on 0800 1111 or at www.childline.org.uk.

SomersetPhoenixProject.org.uk supporting children, young people and families affected by sexual
abuse.
For a comprehensive list of support agencies, please have a look at the Student Support section of
our website at Student Support | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com).

Further Reading
Keeping children safe in education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

1

Review of sexual abuse in schools and colleges - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

2

The UK Council for Internet Safety
You can find out more about Safeguarding at Heathfield on our website at Safeguarding | Heathfield
Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com)
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STEM Robotics Club

Over 30 Year 7s have been meeting every Monday lunchtime in S10 with Mr Pugh and Mr Palmer for
STEM robotics club. This club has recently been set up to give the students an opportunity to
develop their coding, team-work and creative skills. This week the students made a start on building
and coding a simple robot which was able to move backwards and forwards (and in some cases
turning).
We are preparing the students for the VEX IQ challenge that will take place in February, where a
select number of students will be competing regionally against other schools. If successful they will
have other opportunities to compete (after several successful rounds this can include competing
internationally!!).
Both Mr Palmer and I have been incredibly impressed with the enthusiasm and interest the students
have shown over the last couple of weeks, and we are really looking forward to seeing what they are
able to achieve in the coming weeks and months.

Forest School News

Congratulations to Ethan on being coming the new Forest School Prefect! Ethan has been working
hard to develop our beautiful Forest School site this term, clearing brambles and making sure the
site is accessible for all. Ethan has also gone out of his way to ensure a warm welcome for our new
students by cutting & drilling tree cookie name badges for them all. Well done Ethan!
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Forest School update

So far this term we have been out and about enjoying the new delights that the changing of the
seasons bring. The colours of autumn have inspired our students to create some beautiful temporary
natural art. This then led to the idea of an autumn leaf colour match activity, which helped us to ID
lots of new trees. Students have also been enjoying learning knot tying by putting up hammocks and
fire lighting skills which will prove to be much needed in the coming weeks as the days turn colder!
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Heathfield’s Swifts 2021

After a long 9-month wait, eyes were cast to the skies in May this year as we eagerly awaited the
return of our swifts from Central Africa. After 5 years of trying to attract swifts to our nest boxes, we
finally succeeded during the summer of 2020. Being loyal to their nest site, we were confident that
our swifts would return to our Heathfield boxes.
Unfortunately, hopes fell as an inclement May rolled on and the skies remained empty.
Finally, on an unseasonably wet and windy May morning, our swifts were finally seen over the
carpark at Heathfield. They had returned to their boxes. 2 pairs swooped and screamed effortlessly
in the gusty conditions.
As the summer progressed staff and students alike were able to catch glimpses of swifts screaming
and hurtling between the Humanities Building and Student Reception and past their nest boxes.
Occasionally, they would arrow into their boxes with nesting material.
Swift Awareness week was held in June and the English, MFL and Art Department offered swift
awareness lessons which creatively raised awareness of these amazing, yet endangered, birds.
We even appointed four swift champions: year 7 students Liliana, Lucy, Jamie and Josh are helping
to raise awareness further and raise enough funds to purchase a camera for each of our twelve
boxes.
As yet, we don’t know if our swifts bred in their nest boxes this year. Next year, once cameras are
fitted and surveillance of these amazing aerial birds is underway, we hope to bring you more news.
Until then, here’s some facts that make swifts unique and a lovely image of one whizzing past our
nest boxes during the summer.
The Swift Awareness Team and The Eco Team September 2021

Swift Facts:
Swifts eat, drink, bathe, sleep and mate while flying
Swifts are the fastest recorded bird in level flight – one has been recorded flying at a speed
of 69.7 mph.
Swifts sleep by climbing high into the sky and drifting along on warm air currents while they
nap.
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Heathfield School Computing Department
Computer Science Clubs
Tuesday: KS3 Learn Programming (15:40-16:30)
Thursday: Minecraft (13:45-14:05)
Thursday: KS4 Drop-In (15:40-16:30)

Mr Ryan’s “Must see”...
BBC Click: Special Edition Celebrating Women in the Technology World
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000q0d4/click-women-in-tech

Buying Tech this Christmas? Check out the Environmental impact over at
https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/ethical-consumer-magazine

Very cool?

www.youtube.com/user/BostonDynamics

Want to Learn Programming?
https://snakify.org/en/
https://replit.com
https://code.org

Want to Learn Skills to pay the Bills?
With Wordpress representing over 40% of the websites on the internet, perhaps take a moment to learn some
skills to pay those future bills.
I highly recommend having a FREE play with the ColibriWP page builder. https://colibriwp.com

Need some high-res images for your school work?
https://www.pexels.com
https://unsplash.com
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Heathfield School Online Safety
National Online Safety: Snapchat
What parents and carers need to know about Snapchat
When Snapchat’s number of active users plateaued at around the 180 million mark for the majority of 2018,
many observers surmised that the platform had become ‘old hat’ in the eyes of its younger fan-base. A
continuous (and lockdown-abetted) recovery since then, however, has proved that re-ports of the app’s
demise had been greatly exaggerated.
Snapchat’s willingness to move with the times, strategically adding new features such as Spotlight and Snap
Map, has kept it relevant and appealing. Each fresh tweak, however, provides potential scope for new harms –
whether deliberately or accidentally inflicted.
Almost two thirds (63%, to be exact) of Snapchat users check the app at least once every day, while almost half
(49%) log in more than once – with an average stay on the app of around 30 minutes. Such repetition hints at
compulsive behaviour, but potential addiction isn’t the only online safety risk associ-ated with the popular
image- and video-sharing platform.
Snapchat has previously faced criticism over the many ‘beautifying’ filters and effects which have been linked
to self-esteem and body-image issues – while the fact that messages can be set to automatically delete is seen
in some quarters as facilitating sexting.

National Online Safety: More information
At Heathfield we have subscribed to National Online Safety to ensure we get the most up-to-date information
and advice. Part of the subscription we have allows us to share all the content with parents and carers of
children that go to Heath-field. If you’d like to sign up to get online training, watch webinars and get more
information sheets please visit:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/heathfield-community-school
Or contact eryan@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

National Online Safety: Recommended Webinars
Peer on Peer Abuse Online: Prevention and Response in a Digital World
Cyberbullying and Pupils with SEND: Prevention and Early Intervention to Help Children Thrive Online
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Music Clubs
Music
Lunch
Year 7 and 8 Singers: Miss Watkins, MSS
Lunch
Year 9, 10, 11 Singers: Mrs Hall, TMU
After-School 3:30 - 4:30 Percussion Club: Mr Hicks, MSS
Lunch
Musician in Residence: All Practice Rooms
See Mrs Hall for details – pre-booked band
rooms.
After-School 3:30 - 4:30 Orchestra: Mrs Hall, Small Hall/MSS
Lunch
Music Tech Club, Miss Watkins MSS
Lunch
Musician in Residence: All Practice Rooms
See Mrs Hall for details – pre-booked band
rooms.
Lunch
Musician in Residence: All Practice Rooms
See Mrs Hall for details – pre-booked band
rooms.

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Social Media
@HeathfieldCommunitySchoolTA2
@HeathfieldTA2
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