Edition 12 - Friday 6th May 2022

Message from the Head
Dear Parents and Carers,
We wanted to update you on the Year 11 leavers date. Year 11 will be in school every day attending
all lessons (when they do not have an exam) until Friday 10th June.
After this, there will be scope for departments to arrange specific targeted revision sessions should
they wish to.
We have been really impressed with how hard Year 11 are working and so have decided on this date
to maximise learning time.
More details to follow around their Leavers assembly will be communicated next week.
As you read this newsletter, our Year 10 Ten Tors teams will be navigating their way around
Dartmoor. We wish them the best of luck!
We hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter which is full of amazing students’ work and the
opportunities that they have had recently. It is so nice to share this with you.
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Year 7
With the start of the summer term here we are really focusing on positivity within the school. Year 7
have had an assembly on positive culture and how we can all be kind. They are currently undergoing
a little challenge set by myself, to be in the chance of winning a prize!
Last term we talked and focused on achieving our goals, whatever they may be. I have had the
pleasure of talking to some pupils about these achievements, as well as the tutors. Here are some
examples of what our pupils have achieved over the last couple months. I am incredibly proud of
everyone in Year 7 and their successes both in and outside the school.
Mrs Draper, Head of Year 7
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Year 7 Achievements
Gracie took part in a dance show called Saturday Night at the Movies. She brought the programme
in, and we looked at it under the visualiser and celebrated her success.

Max won a trophy for Boxer of the Month.
Phoebe took part in a huge dance show for MadHouse's 10-year anniversary.
Noah was part of a bigger boy’s rugby team with some other Year 7 boys who won a match at
Cheddar Festival with Taunton Rugby.
The following students have produced a good practical outcome (wooden passive amplifier) in DT:
Olivia, Scarlett, Lia, Maisie, Tom and Megan.

Year 7 Girls - Millie, Lia, Heidi & Maisy winning a football tournament in Minehead.
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Year 8

Well done on another successful few weeks from you all. I am stopped on a regular basis by
members of staff to tell me how well their Year 8 classes are doing and how much they are enjoying
teaching you. This is a reflection on all of you and it is lovely to hear so many positives.
Life at school is beginning to return to something more like normal, with clubs getting off the ground
and sporting fixtures slowly returning. Lots of you are getting involved, so keep an eye out for new
opportunities to be involved and to share in school life. The old adage of ‘you get out what you put
in’ is so true.
We have had two of our Year group being selected to train by the Bristol Bears Rugby so well done
to Harrison and Ellis – keep us posted on any developments.
Our Year members of the Eco Team deserve a mention too as they were instrumental in fundraising
for the cameras to go into our swift boxes. This is an exciting addition ahead of our swifts returning.
Keep up the hard work and continue in your efforts to make the Heathfield community and me as
your Head of Year proud.
Hannah White – Head of Year 8
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Science: STEM Experience Year 9
We were pleased to be able to offer a STEM day for 63 pupils in Year 9. Delivered by
Smallpeice Trust and The National Grid, students were challenged to create a working
renewable energy station for a given area. They had to consider what type (or combination)
of renewable energy would best suit and provide a rationale.

Teamwork was needed to plan and cost their station, before ordering the equipment from
the 'shop' and building a physical model. Each group ended the day with a presentation of
their product with an explanation around their material and design choices and placement
in the area.

Our guests were really impressed with our students, in particular our winners of the day
Sarah, Teagan, Floss, Scott, Ben and Harmony also known as Team Yes!
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Year 10 GCSE Textiles

Year 10 GCSE Textiles students have just finished the first of two-coursework project. The theme for
the project was 'tea time'. Mrs Balkwill and Mrs Smith has been blown away with the attention to
detail, time, and perseverance that the group have shown in developing and completing the final
pieces.

The quality of work is a credit to all of them. A massive well done and we look forward to the
creative process starting again with project two.

GCSE Geography

Year 10 finally made it out to study the Holford River just before Easter as part of their GCSE course.
We were looking at how the river changed downstream. All the students were fantastic and worked
hard to collect the data needed, to test if theories we learn about in the discipline match that of the
real world. It was lovely to be out in the fresh air, exploring the local area once again. The members
of the public we encountered personally told us teachers how polite and lovely our students were,
which is a credit to them!
Heather Sperring (Head of Geography)
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Year 10 Art Exhibition 2022
We are delighted to present the return of the
Year 10 Heathfield Community School: Art,
Design and Textile Exhibition showcasing the
work made by the current Year 10 GCSE
students.
The exhibition displays a wealth of talent in a
range of mediums, as it celebrates the
creativity and talent of our GCSE students.
The work will be available to view in the
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre from the 3rd May –
7th June and is open to the public.
Heather Essadiq

Writers’ Club
We continue to write each week, and in our first meeting after Easter we welcomed some new
members – hello Olive, Jack and Camille! We looked at an intriguing piece of surrealist art, ‘The
Giantess’ by Leonora Carrington and set off on some weird and wonderful writing journeys. Here is
Olive’s response:

She no longer remembered what happened that night, folded
in over her stomach, screaming silently from a face frozen in
fear. They cackled into her ears, swooping, dropping, clawing
at her freshly bloodied scalp. A thick cloud enshrouded her
small, frail figure, forcing its way into the back of her throat
and preventing her body’s desperate heaves for breath from
escaping. Everything around her had been excruciatingly close,
preventing her from even imagining that there could be
anything else able of tormenting her.

What would you have written?! As always, we welcome responses from our community; if you’d like
to send a piece of writing in for the newsletter, please forward your work to
cmartin@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
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Music news
Well done to Henry in Year 10. who played 'cello with Somerset County Youth Orchestra during
Easter, and to Tobias in Year 10, who played saxophone with the Somerset County Youth Concert
Band for their course, and concert too.
Also, well done to Josiah in Year 7 and Lauren in Year 10 who attended a day's workshop with the
County Youth Concert Band, and who performed in the second half of their Easter Concert.
Sarah Hall

Parents of Heathfield
We strongly feel that children will only reach their potential if a genuine, mutual, productively
challenging relationship exists between school and our parents. We also understand that the past
few years (lockdown in particular) have seen changes in education that parents want to discuss and
understand. We therefore have a group we call ‘Parents of Heathfield’. We meet every half term
(our next meeting is the 24th May, 5pm).
If you want to get involved, feel free to turn up on the day. If you’d like to attend virtually and / or be
put on the mailing list, do let me know: wlowndes@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Some of the topics we discussed at our last meeting.
How is bullying is dealt with
Consistency between staff (particularly cover)
How is social media policed?
Can you get ex-students back in to run workshops and raise aspiration?
Does class charts work?

Some of the actions agreed at our last meeting
Class charts prizes were raised, are they providing an incentive? We’ve put that on the agenda for
the next student council meeting.
Several parents requested coming into school in May. Visits will take place on the 10th and / 11th
May.
A number of parents asked if they could help. Mentoring was mentioned. Yes please! Can we discuss
at our next meeting? We are training up some pupil mentors (professionally). That will be done by
the time we next meet, so I may be able to offer training.
We are planning a whole school picnic for the last day of the summer term (in July). Some families
will struggle to make something for their child to bring. I wonder if we could all get baking and help
out?

What is the theme for our next meeting?
“Ambition for all”. The next meeting will be in the library on 24th May.
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What’s happening in your School Library?
Shakespeare Day

On Friday 29th April, Heathfield celebrated their very own Shakespeare Day! The day included a
variety of events and activities, educating about all things Shakespeare...
Shakespeare Tutor Group Quiz - a big well done to the winning tutor group, Mrs Blinman’s
9E, who will be receiving a well-deserved box of chocolates.
Shakespearean Lessons - Selected students were invited to have a go at quill writing,
drawing the Globe Theatre, Shakespearean dressing-up, making an Elizabethan ruff and
lessons on witchcraft!
Breaktime - Both students and staff participated in hurling Shakespearian insults at one
another.
Lunchtime - A huge thank you to those who gave an excellent performance in the reading of
a scene from Macbeth: Evie, Lilla, Isabella, Henry and Jack. Well done and thank you!
Accelerated Reader - Our Year 7 and 8 Accelerated Reader students are now experts in
Shakespeare and writing their own Shakespearian sonnets!
Shakespeare Scavenger Hunt – Students were sent on a quest around the school site in
search of Shakespearian facts, sweets and prizes for all entrants.

We truly had a fantastic day, fully focused on literacy, knowledge, teamwork, reading, writing,
speaking and listening, dressing-up, quill writing, quizzes and FUN!
A massive thank you to all involved!
Mrs Barratt & Miss White

9|Page

Accelerated Reader:

Year 7’s and Mrs C. Cunnane's LEO/PP AR classes; please remember to keep reading and quizzing on
your books. We fully encourage all students to aim to read for at least 20 minutes every single day.
Once you've finished an AR book, you may then quiz on it. The link to AR can be found on the
Heathfield Community School website (www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com) under 'Students' 'Accelerated Reader'.

Upcoming Events:

Pride Month – June, followed by Heathfield Pride!

Library Notices:

Borrowing Books - Just a reminder that all students are more than welcome to borrow books from
our School Library; please see the timetable of opening hours below.
Overdue Books - Please encourage students to return any overdue books, charges may be incurred if
books are not returned.

Library Opening Hours:

Monday – Thursday: 8.30am - 4.30pm
Friday: 8.30am - 4pm
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Miss M. White
Librarian
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Break
Lunch
Afterschool
Break
Lunch
Afterschool
Break
Lunch
Afterschool
Break
Lunch
Afterschool
Break
Lunch
Afterschool

Library Timetable
LEO Snack Station
ECO Team, Colour Me Calm, DnD Club
Homework Club
LEO Snack Station
Homework & Study Club, Boys Book Club
Homework Club
LEO Snack Station
Chess Club
Homework Club
LEO Snack Station
Heathfield Pride
Homework Club
LEO Snack Station
Lego Create

Focus on Rewards
Students, Parents and school staff can monitor positive points awarded by teachers for a variety of
reasons including but not limited to 'Positive Attitude', 'Great Focus', 'Perseverance', 'Creative Ideas'
and 'Good Manners'. Some of these are shown below;

Students can use their points in our reward shop, which our Student Council and Year 11 Prefects
have helped to shape and design. Once a student buys a reward our Prefect team deliver their
purchase during tutor times.
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Some of the reward shop examples include:

As a school we are keen to expand our reward shop offer for our students and would welcome any
donations to bolster our reward shop. If you know of any businesses who would like to help, please
contact the school, and ask to speak to Mrs Husband.
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Reading at Heathfield
One of the highlights of my year is opening the boxes of books that arrive at our school. We order
hundreds each year and it’s like a literacy Christmas! Finding space for them is less fun, but well
worth it, when you see tutors reading to pupils in tutorial.
I was recently asked two important questions. Firstly: why do we invest so much time and energy to
reading in school? Secondly, what can parents do to support their child’s reading.

Reading is the most reliable way we have of predicting how well a pupil will do at school. It’s a clear
link – those who read more achieve more. A huge amount of reading takes place at home, but we
feel strongly that reading should also be a key part of what Heathfield offers.
Reading allows you to travel the world, explore new ideas and meet people who are centuries old.
Books allow you to explore other view points and to empathize with others. Cultural literacy is just
as important as the technical act of reading.
Reading is a foundational skill that helps or hinders you in all your subjects. You will need reading in
all your subjects, all the time. This remains the case when you leave school- whatever job you
choose to do.
Life is complicated, so are the words that we use and how we use them. Reading between the lines,
understanding inferences and subtle suggestions is important is vital in understanding advertising,
meetings, flirting, films and literature.
There is such a clear link between reading and doing well at school that we feel that schools have
a moral duty to make sure all pupils have an entitlement to reading. By reading as a tutor group, we
can guarantee that all pupils have the time and space to read.
Reading for pleasure brings enjoyment to millions of people and we want our pupils to understand
why.
We recently shared this clip with pupils. It’s only 6 minutes but is an excellent explanation of the
importance of reading in young people’s lives.
Jay Blades’ journey of learning to read – BBC - YouTube
Fortunately, there are a number of ways that you can encourage your child to read.

Choice
Give children lots of opportunities to read different things in their own time - it doesn’t just have to
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be books. There’s fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comics, magazines, recipes and much more. Try leaving
interesting reading material in different places around the home and see who picks it up.

Create a comfortable environment
Make a calm, comfortable place for your family to relax and read independently - or together.

Talk about books
This is a great way to make connections, develop understanding and make reading even more
enjoyable. Start by discussing the front cover and talking about what it reveals and suggests the
book could be about. Then talk about what you’ve been reading and share ideas. You could discuss
something that happened that surprised you, or something new that you found out. You could talk
about how the book makes you feel and whether it reminds you of anything.

Bring reading to life
You could try cooking a recipe you’ve read together. Would you recommend it to a friend?
Alternatively, play a game where you pretend to be the characters in a book, or discuss an
interesting article you’ve read.

Make reading active
Play games that involve making connections between pictures, objects and words, such as reading
about an object and finding similar things in your home. You could organise treasure hunts related
to what you’re reading. Try creating your child’s very own book by using photos from your day and
adding captions.

Engage your child in reading in a way that suits them
You know your child best and you’ll know the best times for your child to read. If they have special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) then short, creative activities may be the way to get them
most interested. If English is an additional language, encourage reading in a child’s first language, as
well as in English. What matters most is that they enjoy it.

Safeguarding
Where to get Help
All safeguarding issues will be taken seriously.
In school you can contact:

Your child’s tutor or Head of Year
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
And
Year 10
Year 11

Mrs Draper:
Mrs White:
Mr Draper:
Mr Cammish:
Mr Tinkler:
Mr Hill:

zdraper@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
hwhite@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
jdraper@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
pcammish@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mtinkler@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
ahill@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Our Safeguarding Team (identifiable by a blue lanyard)
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Patmore
npatmore@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
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Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Berryman
kberryman@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Safeguarding Officer

Mrs Smith
tsmith@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk

Safeguarding Administrator

Mrs Barge
sbarge@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
Find us on the school website at Safeguarding Team | Heathfield Community

Other places to get help
Somerset Direct - 0300 123 2224 / childrens@somerset.gov.uk
Somerset Early Help Hub - 01823 355803
NSPCC: www.nspcc.org.uk
Childline: www.childline.org.uk
Anti-Bullying Alliance: anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk
Thinkuknow (includes e-safety resources for professionals and parents)
www.thinkuknow.co.uk
Child Safety Online - publishing.service.gov.uk
For a comprehensive list of support agencies, please have a look at the Student Support section of
our website at Student Support | Heathfield Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com)

Further Reading
Keeping children safe in education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
You can find out more about Safeguarding at Heathfield on our website at Safeguarding | Heathfield
Community (heathfieldcommunityschool.com)
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Working at Heathfield Community School
Every thought about working for Heathfield Community School, looking for a job that fits in around
family life? We may have the job for you. Please have a look on our school website under the
section of vacancies. We regularly post vacancies for non-teachers and teachers. We pride ourselves
on our reputation for being a happy, lively school, where both staff and students are given every
opportunity, with relevant support to thrive. You don’t always have to have experience in working
within a school setting, if you want to discuss any of the vacancies you have seen online, please feel
free to get in touch via our recruitment email address.
recruitment@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
Abby Baker
HR Manager
Heathfield Community School
School Road
Taunton
TA2 8PD
School number: 01823 412396 | Direct number: 01823 428919 | Fax: 01823 413119

Social Media
HeathfieldCommunitySchoolTA2
@HeathfieldTA2
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