
KS3 History home 
learning project.



Your Task 
• You will all be asked to write an essay of no more than 800 words on the following title;

• “If 1066 is said to be the most important date in English history, what is the equivalent 
in another country?”

The idea with this project is to go as in depth as you like, you have a huge amount of 
scope to be creative and do your own independent research.

Once complete email your teacher or bring your essay to the lesson
Mr Barter (jbarter@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk)
Mr Lowndes (wlowndes@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk) 
Miss Martin (jmartin@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk) 
Mrs St John (astjohn@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk) 

mailto:jbarter@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:wlowndes@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:jmartin@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk
mailto:astjohn@heathfieldcommunityschool.co.uk


Where to start 
• It occurred to us (the epic dynasty that is the history department) that we 

have mostly focused on British history so you may not have a great deal of 
knowledge of pertinent events in other nations. As such we would like you 
start with this website; 

• https://meanwhileelsewhereinhistory.wordpress.com/

• Use the sheets on the website as a jumping off point for your research, you 
can choose any time period or topic, what ever interests you!

• You can do as many different areas as you choose in your initial research 
but we would suggest that you look at 3.

The sheets you need look like this 
one 

https://meanwhileelsewhereinhistory.wordpress.com/


Taking your research further. 
• Once you have chosen your topic/event it’s time to gather as much 

information as possible about the topic, use the following questions as 
your guide; 

• Who are the principle people involved? (names, titles, jobs) 
• What are the key events? (creating your own timeline would be really 

helpful) 
• When, what are your key dates? 
• Why did this event happen? why did it happen at this point in history? 
• Who did it impact? Local, national or international? 
• Consequences: short term - immediately after the event. Long term – do 

they still have an impact today. HINT: How you present this research is 
up to you, its just for you and doesn't 
have be submitted with your essay, but 
our advice is keep it orderly and clearly 
laid out.



How to structure your essay? 
• I like to think that a good essay is like a good meal, it should have starter, a 

main and a pudding. Over the next few slides I will take you through how to 
structure your work, giving you hints and sentence starts along the way! 

• General tips; 
• Avoid using ‘I think’ try swapping it out for ‘the evidence suggests’. 
• Check your spelling, punctuation, grammar and sentence structure as you 

go. 
• Don’t try and write this all in one go, have breaks, come back and re read 

bits later. 
• Look at the glossary slide from time to time, to help you link ideas together. 

Hint: Sentence starters will be 
in white



Starter 

• This is your introduction, where you set the scene. A good 
introduction should tell a brief narrative (story of events) . 

• The sentence starters below should get you going: 

The most important date in the history of… (name of county)… is…….
In the year…. 

This section should be 100 – 200 words at most, the essay is more 
about why these events are important not the absolute detail of what 
happened. 



Main
This should be the bulk of your essay and where you EXPLAIN why this 
date/event was important. 
You can break this down in a number of different ways. 
• A) important causes, events and consequences 
• B) who it affected, local, national, international. 
• C) how it affected people, how they lived, communicated, travelled. 
• D) another way of your choosing. 
The most important reason that …(date) is the most important date in… 
(name country’s) history is that…. This was important because……. 
The second most important reason that… 

This section should be  2 – 3 paragraphs and 400 – 600 words long. Try to link 
you paragraphs and ideas together to make a coherent argument.   



Pudding/Conclusion 

• This bit’s really important, nobody wants a disappointing pudding. 
• In your conclusion you should link your answer to a wider context. Does 

your event/date have implications for the way we live now, was it a 
paradigm shift. 

In conclusion …(date).. was important because… it was a paradigm shift, it 
changed the way people lived/travelled/communicated….

• You want to leave your reader thinking Wow they really know their stuff 
and have really thought about this take your time with the conclusion. It 
should be 150 – 200 words. 



Glossary 

• This led to
• As a consequence
• Furthermore, 
• As a result of  
• This resulted in 
• A key factor was 
• Paradigm shift (a fundamental change in approach or underlying 

assumptions/ a game changer) 
• Pertinent (important and relevant) 

Hint: If you can it would be 
a great idea to print this 
out and have beside you 
whilst writing 



Last Checks 

• Before you submit your essay please make sure you have done the 
following;

• Put you name on it!
• You have used all the resources and advice we have given you to 

perfect your essay. 
• You have proof read and spell checked your work (you might want to 

get a parent or guardian to help with this, its really hard to spot your 
own mistakes). 
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