Gender and LGBTQ+ curriculum audit

As part of Heathfield Pride, a group of pupils organized the signing of an LGBTQ+ flag with our school pledge to support the LGBTq+
community, equality, and inclusion within our school community. Here it is...

“At Heathfield Community School, we believe that everyone deserves a great education, to
be celebrated for who we are, and to be treated always with fairness, respect and kindness.
However you define yourself and whoever you love, we want you to know that you're
important and we're here for you. We sign this flag with pride to show that homophobia and
transphobia will never be tolerated here. You are never alone.”
We have reviewed your whole curriculum for equality and inclusivity related to gender and LTBTQ+ issues We wanted to
pinpoint where the weaknesses or gaps are in each subject and take steps to address them. We are very proud of the work we
have done so far, but we’re also very aware of the work left to do.
Each subject has answered questions and listed examples of what they have do
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English
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

EXAMPLES

Look at the gender identities, sexualities and
families that make up your school community.
Are these reflected in the characters and
authors you study? Are they reflected in author
visits, or author displays around school?

yes

In the books on your curriculum, are female
and LGBTQ+ characters defined by their
gender, sexuality, struggle or ‘otherness’?

no

Do you discuss themes of gender and sexuality
in all texts you study, not just the ones where
these are explicit themes? Is inherent sexism,
homophobia and transphobia challenged (and
allowed to be challenged by pupils) in books
that focus on straight cis-gendered male
characters?

yes

Are creative writing and drama used to explore
gender identity and sexuality?

no

Do you celebrate the rich history of literature
and poetry from different authors? Do you
explore the influence of authors and poets of
different genders and sexualities?

yes

LGBTQ Representation
During the coming academic year, the department is
actively looking for opportunities to explore LGBTQ
voices and context in our current curriculum, whilst
introducing new texts at appropriate points in our
schemes of work.
After department discussion, we have identified a
number of opportunities that will enable us to increase
representation of LGBTQ discussion. At KS3, we will
use our non-fiction units in Y7 (The Village) and Y8
(Celebrities & the Media) to explore articles and opinion
pieces relating to the LGBTQ experience. At Y9, we are
going to trial two short stories after Christmas, which
deal with complex issues and experiences faced, by
LGBTQ characters and writers. We will also highlight
LGBTQ aspects of WW1 poetry through our study of
Owen and Sassoon.
At KS4, we will use the study of poetry to explore
LGBTQ experiences. For example, learning about the
lives of Lord Byron and Carol Ann Duffy and how their
personal experiences shape the poetry they write, as
well as their impact on us as readers. For English
Language, we will increase the diversity of the extracts
that we use to teach reading and writing skills and utilise
the opportunity to explore LGBTQ perspective through
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QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

EXAMPLES

Do you teach about bias when looking at nonfiction writing such as news articles? Do you
explore what this might mean about the content
of the article?

yes

imaginative and non-fiction writing. The department also
highlighted the opportunity to use Ted Talks to inspire
the students when we are preparing for the Spoken
Language Endorsement.
Regular review will be built into department time this
year to reflect on and share the successes of different
approaches to this integration with a view to embedding
key lessons and texts in next year’s curriculum.
Listed below are details of some of the source texts we
have introduced in this year’s curriculum with a view to
improving engagement with issues associated with
equality and diversity. We are wary, however, of
presenting this as a ‘tick-list’ approach and will review
implementation by the end of this year with student-voice
involvement. Thus far, we have tried to prioritise the
power and potency of the writer’s message and craft and
will continue to reflect and develop our approaches to
sensitive and challenging discussions in the classroom.

Examples on next page
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-

Text and author
‘My Polish Teacher’s Tie’ by Helen Dunmore

Key themes and issues
Identity; community; diversity; Poland

-

‘The Colour of Humanity’ by Bali Rai (BAME)

Friendship; race; violence; UK

-

‘The Paradise Carpet’ by Jamila Gavin (BAME)

Childhood; slave labour; deprivation; India

-

‘Loose Change’ by Andrea Levy (BAME)

Immigration; deprivation; compassion; UK

-

‘May Malone’ by David Almond

Prejudice; disability; childhood; UK

-

‘Crongton Knights’ by Alex Wheatle (BAME)

Discrimination; race; criminal justice; UK

-

‘The Flowers’ by Alice Walker (BAME)

-

‘Tender Earth’ by Sita Brahmachari (BAME)

-

‘On Seeing the 100% Perfect Girl One Beautiful April
Morning’ – Haruki Murukami (BAME)

-

‘Love is a Word, Not a Sentence’ by Liz Kessler

Lesbian; bullying; revenge porn; UK

-

‘Maroon’ by Adam Lowe

Queer; memoir; discrimination; UK

-

‘Generations’ by Roy Gill

Gay; love & relationships; UK

-

‘The Sniper’ by Liam O’Flaherty

Conflict; family; Ireland
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Childhood; innocence; race; USA
Identity; community; diversity; education; UK
Love; fantasy; Japan

Geography
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

NEXT STEPS

When looking at different cultures around the
world, do you highlight the different views held
about gender and sexuality (e.g. different
genders, different styles of dress)?

To an extent e.g. India,
Japan stereotypes

If no:
• Find examples of cultures that treat different
genders or LGBTQ+ people in a different way to
the UK
• Explore LGBTQ+ activists and activism from
around the world
• Although the focus should be on celebrating
difference, it’s important to explore the attitudes,
laws and cultural norms of less tolerant countries
as well. Resources from ILGA World, including
maps, can help here
• Look at the OECD website and compare the
attitudes towards LGBTQ+ people of the member
states
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History
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

NEXT STEPS

Is the history of LGBTQ+ people taught mainly
during Pride month? Do staff feel that this
means LGBTQ+ representation is ‘covered’ and
therefore less of a priority the rest of the year?

To an extent

If yes:
• Make sure staff know this should be taught all year
round, and included in all relevant schemes of work
• Apply the questions and next steps below to all
teaching, all year round
• Consider adding a box to the top of your lesson plan
template that lists the protected characteristics of the
Equality Act, for staff to check that they’re including a
diversity of examples in their planning and teaching

Does the history you teach focus on the
‘straight, cisgender male’ default, i.e. are you
looking at the important contributions made by
people who weren’t straight, cisgender and/or
male?

Beginning to

If yes:
• Consider the historical figures you focus on and
consider where there’s scope to represent more
female and/or LGBTQ+ individuals (e.g. Marie Curie,
Rosa Parks, Alan Turing and Oscar Wilde)
• Use these examples of LGBTQ+ women of colour
• Look at the lives of Anne Lister, Pearl Alcock
• Talk about the history of drag

Do you discuss and teach about female and
LGBTQ+ historical figures outside of topics that
are explicitly ‘about’ equality?

For the first time this year

LGBTQ FRIENDLY HISTORY

Do the history textbooks and resources you use
enforce the stereotypes or inaccuracies
discussed in the questions above (e.g. focusing
solely or mostly on the role played by cisgender,

No- we don’t tend to rely
on text books

© The Key Support Services Ltd | thekeysupport.com/terms
Page | 7

1. LGBTQ PRIDE IS NOW ON KNOWLEDGE
ORGANISERS
2. LGBTQ MONTH IS FEBRUARY- SHOULD WE
TEACH A LESSON ON LGBTQ RIGHTS AT SOME
POINT THAT MONTH TO ALL KS3

straight men; making assumptions about the
impact made by women)?
Do history displays feature images of women
and LGBTQ+ people (not including Pride or
equality displays)? Do they reflect the inclusive
way you’re aiming to teach history, prompted by
the questions above?

MARK ANTHONY
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yes

STARTER:
WHAT DODA VINCI, TURING, MICHAELANGELO, SALLY
RIDE, OSCAR WILDE, IAN MACKELLEN AND IVOR
NOVELO HAVE IN COMMON?
THEN TIMELINE ADVNCE IN LGBTQ EQUALITY
WHAT HAS THE KEY ADVANCE BEEN?
3. BELOW ARE A RANGE OF SURCES THAT WE
COUD INCORPORATE INTO TEACHING AND
MAKE SURE WE REFERENCE LGBTQ
THROUGHOUT THE CURRICULUM

WALTER OF HUNGERFORD- LINK TO REFORMATION AND ABBOTT WHITING
In 1533 Henry VIII’s government introduced the ‘Acte for the punishment of the vice of Buggerie’. It remained a capital offence until 1861.
Less than ten years after the inception of the so-called ‘Buggery Act’, Walter Hungerford, the owner of Farleigh Hungerford Castle in
Somerset, became the first man to be executed under its terms.
He was closely associated with Thomas Cromwell and executed alongside him.
OSCAR WILDE AND THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
That machines would assume the role of slaves seemed to Wilde a foregone conclusion: “There is no doubt at all that this is the future of
machinery, and just as trees grow while the country gentleman is asleep, so while Humanity will be amusing itself, or enjoying cultivated
leisure—which, and not labour, is the aim of man—or making beautiful things, or reading beautiful things, or simply contemplating the world
with admiration and delight, machinery will be doing all the necessary and unpleasant work.”

SIEGFRIED SASOON- WWI
Though you have left me, I’m not yet alone:
For what you were befriends the firelit room;
And what you said remains & is my own
To make a living gladness of my gloom
The firelight leaps & shows your empty chair
And all our harmonies of speech are stilled:
But you are with me in the voiceless air
My hands are empty, but my heart is filled.
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Copyright Siegfried Sassoon by kind permission of the Estate of George Sassoon
ALAN TURING WWII / OLD WAR
(1) John Turing, He Should be Alive Today (22nd June, 2012)
In my view, based on such conversation as I had with my mother about it, necessarily reduced to a minimum, her reaction was much what
one might expect if a specialist had informed her that her son was color blind or had an incurable obsession with spiders: it was a nasty
shock of brief duration and of no great significance. I am trying to make this memoir as truthful as I can, so I will not go to the length of
pretending that I like homosexuals. To my mind, what is intolerable is the world of the “gay crusade” and, as my unfortunate brother may be
cast in the part of an early and valiant crusader, this is by no means an irrelevant comment.
He was a complex man and much loved by many. Had he been better understood when he was young - and if I, among others, had treated
him with more consideration - he might be alive today.
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RE
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

NEXT STEPS

Do representatives from a range of faith
No- covid
communities visit your school, and do you visit
a range of places of worship, including those
that are places of worship for your pupils and/or
their families?

If no:
• Make sure representatives from a range of faith
communities visit your school and that you visit a
range of places of worship, including those that
are places of worship for your pupils and/or their
families
• Make sure you choose diverse representatives
who provide positive role models (e.g. in terms of
gender)

Do you explore attitudes to, and
representations of, gender and sexuality within
particular religious and faith traditions?

Yes

Is RE used as an opportunity to discuss
diversity, equality and tolerance, with specific
links made to gender and LGBTQ+ equality?

yes

Y7 – study of Alan Turing and the Turing test in a new
unit of work about what it means to be human.
Y7 – in a new unit about inspirational people (focussed
on Jesus), we will be looking at examples of inspirational
people including Megan Rapinoe
Y8 - LGBTQ voices in religion and conflict unit - tbc
Y9 – In a unit about equality and social justice we have a
new lesson asking whether LGBTQ+ people have
achieved equality, and how Christianity reacts to
homosexuality
Y10-Y11 – Relationships and families unit – looks at
attitudes towards LGBTQ+ in religion, Crime and
Punishment unit – briefly looks at the criminalisation of
LGBTQ+ around the world.
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Art and design
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

EXAMPLES

Are female and LGBTQ+ artists wellrepresented in the artists you study?

yes

Year 7: Frida Kahlo or Anna Atkins – (Female equality) Identity. What makes us who we are? Do things define
us. We are all equal.

Are women and LGBTQ+ people depicted in
the art you study?

yes

Are pupils encouraged to use art to explore
questions of gender identity and sexuality?

yes

Year 8: Grason Perry – (LGBTQ) - Identity and the
modern Family. Gender identity, sexuality, crossdressing, modern British life. How do we form our
identity and tastes?
Year 9: Faith Ringgold – (Race/BAME) - Adversity and
identity. When have you or a member of your family
experienced adversity and how did you/they overcome
this?

Kahlo Studio: Frida Kahlo (Painting)
Frida Kahlo is most known for her colourful self-portraits where she is depicted with ‘masculine’ facial
hair. Kahlo represented a complex version of femininity that challenged the status quo of female
public existence, and she did this in two main ways. The first was through her art, much of which is
feminine in nature, and speaks of bold and sometimes painful female themes that, until Kahlo’s
portrayal, were not openly discussed. The second way in which Kahlo engaged with feminine
expression was through her appearance in her own artistic representations of herself - from threepiece suits passed down from her late German father she wore to push away gender norms. These
modes of expression combined to create the strong female presentation that has become central to
© The Key Support Services Ltd | thekeysupport.com/terms
Page | 12

Kahlo’s personality. Through this bravery, her legacy has empowered generations of women to
express their respective female experiences, from miscarriages to masculine appearance and to
challenge the gender norms and inequality between the sexes. Frida Kahlo celebrated her identity.

Atkins Studio: Anna Atkins (Photography)
A British botanist and photographer, Anna Atkins was a pioneer in photography: she produced
the first ever photographically illustrated book and is widely recognised as the first ever female
photographer.
In 1843, Anna Atkins created the first book illustrated with photography. It took over a century
for her pioneering work to be recognized. While her book was unique, her story is one that
speaks more generally to the opportunities – or of lack of them – for women in science in 19thcentury Britain.
Anna Atkin’s name has survived, and she is remembered, because of her botanical and
photographic work – in particular because she is a woman to whom a historical “first” can be
attributed.
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Perry Studio: Grayson Perry (Sculpture)
The Turner prize-winning potter Grayson Perry CBE is a celebrated English artist who is known equally for his
ceramic vases as for his cross-dressing. Winner of the prestigious Turner Prize considered the highest award for Art
in the UK, Perry has become one of the most articulate forces behind the whole cross-dressing movement, even
wearing one of his favourite dresses to collect his CBE from Prince Charles at Buckingham Palace. He claimed in
an interview that nothing ever phases the Royal Family and Perry is trying to ensure that the general public become
equally accepting of cross-dressers, and also people who are genderfluid and have transitioned too. It is not a new
subject for him, though, in one way or another, Perry has spent most of his life exploring the subject. Grayson Perry
has chosen a number of people to sit for him and is turning their portraits into a series of pots, tapestries, statues
and maps. The idea is that they represent modern Britain, and most have undergone a radical change.

Ringgold Studio: Faith Ringgold (Textiles)
Faith Ringgold is an artist, activist, and children’s author. For over 5 decades her work has challenged
perceptions of African American identity and gender inequality. Growing up in the creative and intellectual
context of the Harlem Renaissance, she is widely recognised for her painted story quilts combining personal
narratives, disputes with racist neighbours, history, and politics. “To tell my side of the story, or, more to the
point, my side of the story as an African American woman”.
Faith Ringgold passionately combines a deep commitment to social activism with a style that draws from folk
art and modernist painting. Across her body of work, she lays bare the discrimination that plagues our world
and double as rallying cries for urgent change. “You can’t sit around waiting for somebody else to say who you
are. You need to write it and paint it and do it,” she once said “That’s the power of being an artist.” And while
the subjects and scenes that fill Ringgold’s compositions are inspired by the American experience, the themes
are universal: inequality and the struggle for its eradication.
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Music
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

EXAMPLES

Are female and LGBTQ+ musicians and
composers represented positively across all
genres of music on your curriculum?

Yes
Q1: Female and LGBTQ+
Musicians - Yes. We listen
to Music from all
backgrounds and by all
artists to support the
deliberate listening tasks
in our subject and in
response to the MMC
realised in March 2021.
We have also renamed
our Deliberate Practice
Rooms - See attached
document (you can use
this in your report)

Elton John Room(1947-)
Sir Elton is perhaps the most decorated of all LGBTQ+
musicians. Active since 1967, the lifelong fan (and
intermittent owner) of Watford FC has sold over 250
million records, earned a knighthood and raised over
£350 million for the Elton John AIDS Foundation. The
entertainer has tirelessly advocated for LGBTQ+ rights
around the world, including Russia, where, in 2013, he
asked President Vladimir Putin if he would like to know
about various citizens who have been penalised under
Russian anti-homosexual legislation. Sir Elton’s
philanthropy and humanitarian stance has garnered him
many friendships, including Eminem, who he helped get
sober in the mid-2000s.
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Must Hear: Rocketman, Tiny Dancer, Your song.

QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

EXAMPLES

Do you look at why there tend to be more male
than female composers in history, and why that
might be?

yes Q2: Yes, we look at
this in KS4 in our study of
set pieces.

Freddie Mercury Room (1946-1991)
Rob Halford (Heavy metal musician) once joked, “If
Freddie hadn’t have been gay, Queen would’ve been a
totally different band.” Apart from the fact it’s probably
more appropriate to consider Freddie bisexual, Halford
is right; Mercury was the quintessential performer, full of
life and energy, and with one of the greatest voices of all
time to boot. Be it performing in drag in the music video
for I Want To Break Free, or commanding tens of
thousands live at Wembley, he gave everything 100 per
cent and appeared (for the most part) wholly
unashamed of his true self. Following his death, The
Freddie Mercury Tribute Concert For AIDS Awareness
featured performances from gargantuan acts, including
Elton John, Metallica, Guns N’ Roses and Liza Minelli (a
gay icon in her own right). Mercury’s status as one of the
most pioneering LGBTQ+ musicians continues to send
ripples through pop culture. It’s a legacy that’s unlikely to
ever be topped.
Must Hear: I want to break free, Killer Queen.
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Design and technology
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

NEXT STEPS

Are female and LGBTQ+
designers/engineers/architects represented
across all areas of your curriculum?

Yes- particularly using
teachers as role models
Create new year 9 project
on identity – designer
focus is Alex McQueen

Do you study and base case studies around
products that have been designed by women
and LGBTQ+ people?

Identity fashion products
by Alexander McQueen.

Implement the new SOW on identity in year 9. Study the
work of Alexander McQueen and focus on his ‘lost
identity’ project.
Food is not taught about people, more the body and is
fairly gender neutral. The aspects we do talk about are
physical and factual – eg a male needs more calories
than a female body due to its makeup, women need for
Iron due to menstruation etc. I think now that Scott and
Jack teach Food at KS3 the barriers of equality are
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QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

NEXT STEPS

Do activities, projects, materials and examples
reflect a diverse society (e.g. is the imagined
‘user’ of a design project usually male)?

The products we make are
diverse. Bags/boxes/wall
hangings/lamps/salad
servers/bottle opener.
The intender user is
selected after the product
is created. A target
customer base, rather than
a user.

being touched on here in what has been preserved as a
‘female cooking environment’. We do not really study
chefs – but the ones we do use for dem’s etc. are a real
mix of men and women.
In DT – we study designers of all ages and genders.
Women teach in the workshops which I think is a huge
equality barrier that has been broken down in the last 20
years. My most recent project has been to introduce a
female designer to year 9. However, in time (maybe not
sept) we need to look at this being a male designer to
try and break down the gender stereotypes when
working with fabric. Textiles has also now been removed
from ‘food and textiles’ are to DT. In DT we design and
make in a number of material areas –
fabric/wood/metal/plastic.
One issue that still concerns me is staff/parents/students
calling it cooking/sewing/woodwork. I have spent years
trying to remove this from the dept and really will
continue to work on it. We teach about Food, how the
body uses it and how we need it and in turn what
ingredients/dishes allow us to best fuel our bodies. We
do not do ‘home economy’ or hobby cooking. Nor is
Textiles ‘sewing’, mending trousers and making curtains
or DT woodwork. This we reinforce to each year, every
year and to all years. This is very much a dept policy.
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Modern languages
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

NEXT STEPS

When speakers of languages are represented
(e.g. in videos, recordings, resources, displays,
textbooks), are they usually men?

No

We present a range of families and relationships in
the curriculum at both KS3 and more in depth at KS4.

Do you discuss pronouns and how they may or
may not be gendered depending on the
language?

Yes

Do you teach all the appropriate pronouns that
a child might want to use when talking about
themselves and other people?

Maths
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

Are female and LGBTQ+ mathematicians (e.g.
Ada Lovelace and Alan Turing) discussed and
represented (e.g. in displays or textbooks)?

Yes

Are men, or ‘traditional’ heterosexual
relationships, represented as the default in
word problems, or in pictorial representations?
Do they support gender stereotypes?

Not in text books so down
to individual teachers.
Need to work on this next
yar
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EXAMPLES
•
•

Codes and Cyphers lesson(s), KS3, linking to
Alan Turing.
Use of Stonewall resources – Ellie has used
these before, would be particularly good for data
handling work

Science
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

EXAMPLES

Are female and LGBTQ+ scientists
discussed and represented (e.g. in displays
or textbooks)?

Yes

In biology, do you tend to use men as the
‘default’ for humans? Do the illustrations,
images or diagrams you use (e.g. in
resources, on slides, or in textbooks) tend to
be of men?

No- we show a range
of body types.

Sally Ride, Allan Turing.
We encouraged students to explore marginalized
groups of scientists in history with the competition
‘Scientists you should have heard off’. These have
been formed into a display.
we are particularly careful with the language we teach
during reproduction.
e.g. Rosalind Franklin and the underrepresentation of
her contributions to the discovery of the structure of
DNA.
Decided to focus on gender and identity. This is something
that fits well in our current lessons and effects every year
rather than being a 'bolt on'.

Do you explicitly teach that sexuality is not a
choice?
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The scheme of work/
national curriculum
doesn’t explore
sexuality in science
lessons. As a part of
discussion when it
comes up we do
teach it is not a
choice.

We discuss terms such asexual and sexual reproduction in
organisms and the scientific meaning of those words and how
they differ from sexual orientation. We can also weave in
ideas of gender identity versus genetic gender when we
discuss genetics.

QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

Do you explicitly teach the differences
between sex and gender, i.e. that you are
assigned a sex at birth, and that this may or
may not be the same as the gender you
identify with?

Yes-

Do you talk about historical and current
examples of sexism and other inequalities in
science?

Yes e.g. Rosalind
Franklin and the
underrepresentation
of her contributions to
the discovery of the
structure of DNA.

EXAMPLES

PE
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

Do you talk about sexism, homophobia
and transphobia in sport?

yes

Do you adapt your lessons on fitness,
health and diet to the different gender
identities within your school?

yes
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NEXT STEPS
•

KS3: Mental, Physical and Social wellbeing (sport
science) about self-esteem and body confidence –
Autumn first half term.

QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

When looking at famous athletes, are
you referring to athletes of different
genders and sexualities?

yes

Do you encourage pupils of all genders
to take part in a range of sporting
activities? Do your girls have equal
access to football? Are boys encouraged
to do dance?

Yes- although affected
by COVID

NEXT STEPS

•

•
•
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Sporting examples shall be reflective of all groups
Megan Rapinoe, Adam Rippon, Mark Foster, Colin
Jackson, Gareth Thomas, Nicola Adams, Tom Daly and
Billy Jean King.
Celebrate Rainbow Laces and Team Pride in March
2021
Examination PE, GCSE/Sports studies – barriers to
participation Y11 Autumn term.

PSHE
QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

EXAMPLES

Are respect, equality and diversity key features
of your PSHE curriculum? Do you explore
issues such as prejudice, discrimination,
injustice, sexism, homophobia and transphobia?
Do pupils revisit these themes regularly (rather
than just at certain times of the year, e.g.
Pride)?

Yes

R37. how to report abusive behaviors or access support for
themselves or others
R28. to recognize when others are using manipulation,
persuasion or coercion and how to respond

Does your curriculum give pupils the opportunity Yes- assemblies, PSHE
to reflect on how individuals’ behaviour, attitudes days, tutorial reading,
and biases affect others? Do you teach pupils
weekly pride group
how to recognize and challenge prejudice,
stereotypes, discrimination, sexism,
homophobia and transphobia (at a structural,
institutional and individual level)?
Is your PSHE curriculum’s approach to sexism,
homophobia and transphobia predominantly
preventative (providing teaching year-on-year
through a planned, spiral curriculum), rather
than reactive (responding to specific events as
they arise)?

© The Key Support Services Ltd | thekeysupport.com/terms
Page | 23

A mixture. We do want to
raise issues proactively
and encourage discussion
(through assemblies,
books etc). We also need
the flexibility to respond to
events. Introducing ‘PSHE
in the news’ from sept
2021

R38. to recognize bullying, and its impact, in all its forms;
the skills and strategies to manage being targeted or
witnessing others being bullied
R39. the impact of stereotyping, prejudice and
discrimination on individuals and relationships
R40. about the unacceptability of prejudice-based language
and behaviour, offline and online, including sexism,
homophobia, biphobia, transphobia, racism, ableism and
faith-based prejudice
R41. the need to promote inclusion and challenge
discrimination, and how to do so safely, including online
R31. the skills and strategies to respond to exploitation,
bullying, harassment and control in relationships

QUESTION
Does your citizenship curriculum provide a
space to explore topics such as social justice,
meritocracy and how systemic biases and
stereotypes can reinforce institutional sexism
and the straight man as default?
Is your PSHE curriculum part of a whole-school
approach, including a pastoral system that can
deal with specific issues that arise (such as
sexual harassment or other incidents)?

YES/NO/NOTES

EXAMPLES

Yes

R34. strategies to challenge all forms of prejudice and
discrimination
R13. how to form, maintain and manage positive
relationships, including online safely and responsibly

Yes- they (PSHE, pastoral, R14. the qualities and behaviours they should expect and
SEMH, Behaviour) are
exhibit in a wide variety of positive relationships (including in
integrated
school and wider society, family and friendships, including
online)

Do pupils know what they should do about
We do track reporting and
sexist or homophobic incidents inside and
the numbers are stable
outside of school, and understand the processes
in place to deal with these incidents inside and
outside of school?
Do you use resources and examples within your
lessons that reflect a diverse and modern British
society and pupils’ own experiences?

yes

Are issues around gender identity and sexuality
explored? Do pupils have opportunities to
explore, express and celebrate aspects of their
own identity?

increasingly
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• TUTORIAL READING
o 7 Hunger games (themes =female protagonist, quality,
human rights)
o 8- where the river runs gold (themes= family,
environment, poverty, human rights)
o 7- Goldfish boy (themes= OCD, society, being
judgemental)
o 8- we are all made of molecules (themes= family,
homophobia, unlikely heroes)
o Yr 8- Refugee boy (themes = racism, equality, refugee
crisis, family)

QUESTION

YES/NO/NOTES

Do pupils learn about the different gender
identities and sexualities that make up the UK
population?

yes
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EXAMPLES
o Yr 9- to kill a mockingbird (themes= racism, equality,
human rights, justice, classic literature

