Heathfield Aspire Programme

HPA
What does it take?
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Tips from all subjects
to help ensure success

HIGH PRIOR ATTAINERS: WHAT CAN A PARENT
AT HEATHFIELD COMMUNITY SCHOOL WE AIM TO HAVE
HIGH EXPECTATIONS OF ALL STUDENTS ALL OF THE TIME,
BY ENCOURAGING AND SUPPORTING THE LEARNING OF ALL
STUDENTS. THE BEST PRACTICE FOR HIGH PRIOR ATTAINING STUDENTS (HPA) IS THE BEST PRACTICE FOR ALL STUDENTS. THE BEST PROVISION FOR HPA STUDENTS IS ONE
THAT
CHALLENGES
THEM
AND
EXTENDS
THEIR
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND THINKING, PROVIDING AN ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH ALL STUDENTS ARE ENABLED TO THINK
DEEPLY AND ENGAGE WITH HEALTHY STRUGGLE. THIS IN
TURN PROVIDES A STIMULATING LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
AND WHEN STRUCTURED TO THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL WILL
IMPACT ON STANDARDS OVERALL.
At Heathfield Community School we believe that students
with particular abilities and talents must be recognised
and supported to be stretched. Offering opportunities for
students to shine and develop a passion for learning in all
areas. Through our High Prior Attaining policy we aim to
achieve a whole school ethos where achieving at a high
level is an expectation, by implementing effective identification and monitoring of the High Prior Attaining students
on the basis of their academic abilities and potential.
All students at Heathfield are offered opportunities to
‘Take it Further’ both in and outside of lessons. This may
take many forms, including higher level questioning, additional activities or an alternative approach. It is a hope
that High Attainers will actively engage in such opportunities and take responsibility for extending their learning.
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ENGLISH
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in English?
All writing seeks to change the way a reader thinks and feels. Excellent work in English is successful in this, and it also has a definite
voice so that when we read your work we get a sense of who you are
and how you think and feel, and come towards your way of thinking.
In academic pieces – like essays – the voice should be both persuasive
and objective. This is a sophisticated style of writing that you will
develop through your time in school. While you will need to have a
solid knowledge base to build on, the difference between good and
outstanding is often more about how you say it than what you say.
For writing tasks, we would expect you to develop your own distinctive and sophisticated voice, although this will change according to
the purpose and audience of what you write. Being creative is essential but this is always balanced with a sense of control. You will adapt
and vary every part of your writing, from word choice and sentence
structure, all the way to the overall structure of a text.
Stretch and challenge inside the classroom:
Reading time is used to encourage you to stretch yourself with more
challenging texts. You are expected to challenge yourself with your
reading, but that does not mean that you are alone in this: one of the
joys of reading widely is talking about it, so take the opportunity to
speak to other students, teachers and the librarian to explore interesting books that will take you to new places. Your teachers will also
have suggestions for reading around the subjects and topics that you
are studying, and these can give you a fuller picture of literature and
ideas at a particular time and place.
All units of work at both KS3 and KS4 offer opportunities for sophisticated extended responses, some creative, some analytical. English is
not a subject that one finishes (no one can read all the books!), so we
need to work on expressing ourselves in ways that other students may
find hard. That might be structuring an essay in a way that builds an
argument forcefully, or building a story in an original way to affect a
reader unexpectedly.
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Your teachers are expert questioners, and will be asking you to think
hard. They may do this in whole class discussions, or they be doing
this in small groups or even in one to one discussions in an informal
way. It’s important that you rise to this challenge: don’t feel that because it’s hard to explain something that everything is suddenly going
wrong – it’s because it’s hard to explain that it is interesting.
Stretch and challenge outside the classroom:
The English department will always bring as many professional writers
and performers into the school as we can find and afford. We also run
a number of theatre trips to performances that might be useful for all
of our students.
There is a writer’s club that provides opportunities for you to experiment with writing. They currently have a blog that celebrates their
work, and regularly enter competitions. We also have a number of inhouse competitions and annual events that we would expect you to
participate in, such as poetry speaking, public speaking and celebrating world book day. You could also become involved in the library, as
a helper in lower school or a prefect in KS4, and you can also volunteer as a reading buddy in year 11.
What can parents do?
Arguably the most important influence on educational outcomes for
any child is reading. This is statistically more important to child development than things like parental income and level of education. The
educational research suggests that it doesn’t matter where you come
from, if you read widely you will do well in school and beyond.
Other factors that influence outcomes in English relate to what we
call cultural capital. Essentially, wider knowledge of literature will
help your child to see connections between texts and ideas that come
up in class. You can develop cultural capital by promoting reading,
but going to the theatre, visiting art galleries and reading ‘quality’
newspapers will also help with this.
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MATHS
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in Maths?
Each student has a Progress Sheet informing them of the topics being
covered in each term. Students take these home, so parents can view
these too. Notes are made on each topic in the blue exercise books.
Classwork and homework is completed in an orange exercise book.
All students are encouraged to think, and problem solve every lesson.
Below is an example of an excellent piece of work:

Stretch and Challenge inside the classroom:
In Maths students are set from the autumn term of year 7. Top sets
are almost entirely made up of HPA students. This makes it easy for us
to stretch as we push the whole group. By the end of year 11 all top
set are looking to achieve the grades 7, 8 or 9. During lessons students
are challenged to think and discover the Maths for themselves. Questions set are problems and thought provoking. The topics they are
tackling are high level Maths. Homework tasks are more demanding
and stretch even the most able. Extension work is always available.
On the next page is an example of this level work:
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Stretch and Challenge outside the classroom:
The Maths department enter all students in top sets in key stage 3 for
the Leeds Maths challenge. In the past we have taken students on
talks at Bath University, Bristol Colston Hall and Exeter Maths School.
Enrichment and extension opportunities:
Extension tasks will be set for homework where appropriate. Students
can also stretch themselves independently using excellent web-sites
such as ‘hegartymaths.com’, ‘mymaths.co.uk’ and ‘nrich’. Their
Maths teacher will be able to show students how to access these websites and log on.
What can parents do?
Encourage students to talk about the Maths. Look at their Maths books
and encourage their student to complete the extensions tasks set for
homework.
Good places to visit are Bletchley Park, Techniquest in Cardiff and the
London Science Museum.
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SCIENCE
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in Science?
The best Science students are continually looking to evaluate their
work and improve their scientific explanations.
The photograph is an example of good work.
The student has completed a revision quiz; the notes added to the
work in a different colour pen indicate that the student is engaging
with feedback provided by the teacher:
Question 4: The teacher has
suggested that strong numerical
answers include mathematical
working; the student has added
this in.
Question 10: The student got
this answer right but added
some notes anyway based on
extra information provided by
the teacher.
Stretch and Challenge inside
the classroom:
In the summer of 2017 over
20,000 year 10 students sat a
Progress Examination for the
new Science GCSE that was set
and assessed by the examination board Edexcel. The national outcomes for this test are indicative: the average score for the Biology
Higher paper was 21/50 marks, for Chemistry Higher 23/50 and Physics
Higher 21/50. No candidates scored maximum marks in the Biology or
Physics paper. On the Biology Higher paper, the average score nationally for a 6-mark question on Enzyme activity and rates of reaction
was 1 mark, 45% of candidates scored 0 for this question while only
0.4% of candidates scored the full six marks.
These statistics are not unique; stretch and challenge is hard-wired
into the national curriculum for Science and the new generation Sci-
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ence GCSE. Some examples of the challenging content explored by
HPA students are below:
At Key stage 3, our scheme of work includes post topic extension units
that introduce students to GCSE content when they are in Year 7, 8 or
9. For example, higher achieving Year 8 students are currently completing a unit on particle collision theory to supplement their earlier
work on chemical reactions.
Higher achieving Key stage 4 students are encouraged to attempt the
more challenging optional sections of the GCSE syllabus. For example,
all GCSE Biology students study DNA but higher achieving students explore the topic in more depth with an introduction to protein synthesis, genetic variance, and phenotypes.
Stretch and Challenge outside the classroom:
The science department runs regular science challenges where students can earn points towards the annual competition for the Science
cup, see e-praise and student notices for announcements about forthcoming challenges.
Science also celebrates the British Science and Engineering festival
with a series of live speakers and events that students can attend.
The department also runs several trips including a GCSE field trip for
higher attaining Biology students as well as trips to Bristol zoo,
@Bristol, EnSONGlopedia of Science and Pinkery outdoor education
centre.
What can parents do?
Encourage your child to revise at home by quizzing them about scientific content or by asking them to self-quiz. GCSE Revision guides are
available from the Science department at cost price, we also provide
key question and answer sheets for Key stage 3 students before their
assessment point exams.
Make sure your child comes to school every day with the right books
and equipment including a scientific calculator.
Encourage your child to read widely at home.
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ART
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in Art?

High Quality Artist Study AO1: Information about the Artist, Images by
the Artist, Your own critical analysis, A high-quality copy of the Artists
work to demonstrate your understanding.

Planning AO2: Developing ideas, Experimenting with media, Refining
your ideas.

Drawing AO3: Creating detailed drawings or quick sketches. Using line
to show shape, structure and pattern. Drawing with tone to model
form and explore the effect of light.
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Final Outcome AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that
realizes intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.
Stretch and Challenge inside the classroom:
Demonstrations- We use our skills to demonstrate by drawing and
painting ourselves. Students can then see how work could look.
Displays- High quality work is on display everywhere in the Art department and is used when we are discussing work and expectations.
Expectations- We teach to the top, our expectations are high, we aim
to encourage all students to work to their fullest by removing any limitations and allowing their creativity to flow.
Stretch and Challenge outside the classroom:
Our Aspire students may have the opportunity to exhibit work in the
Tacchi Morris, The Brewhouse and CICCIC- all of which are exhibition
spaces used by professional artists and visited by the public.
We visit Art Galleries during some projects where students have the
opportunity to see and evaluate Art in the real world.
What can parents do?
Encourage students to visit Art exhibitions and discuss views and opinions.
Look at websites like www.tate.org.uk and www.vam.ac.uk which are
the Tate and V&A museum sites and display much of their collections
online.
Help your child to open and use a Pinterest account, for easy research
of Art images.
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DT AND FOOD
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in DT?
YEAR 7 WORKSHOP: Your mood box should be a consistently well-made

box with great degree of care. Smooth edges (hand sanded – no disc
sander to see skill), bottom glued with PVA, hot glue gun for battery
pack that should be facing inwards for light to illuminate all area.
Free from pencil marks.

YEAR 8 WORKSHOP: Rigor in design of frame shape with creative, well

thought out design for decoupage. No MDF showing, smooth edges,
good craft knife skills, template is accurately cut. Excellent hand control when using coping saw, excellent QC carried out by the student.
YEAR 9 WORKSHOP: High degree of creativity, originality of design and

not a copy of ‘logo’. Nice shape, working with care, good finishing
skills. Excellent cutting and shaping of prototype. Competent use of
2D design.

YEAR 7 TEXTILES: Your Tote Bag should be sharply printed – no smudg-

es. Neat, correctly measured top stitching in straight lines. Opened
side seams. Independent machine skills – can thread a machine on
own. Accurate pinning and tacking.

YEAR 8 TEXTILES: Complete patchwork of 4 squares have apple and Dec

tech on it. Patchwork matches perfectly. High quality and challenging
stencils created that are original. Equal seams, ironed flat.
YEAR 9 TEXTILES: Thread colour matched for handle. Corners matched

at bottom. Straight sewn on Velcro. Stencil well cut out, original and
printed without smudges.

What excellence looks like in food
YEAR 7 CHEESE SCONES: Excellent levels of safety and hygiene. Evidence of a batch that is very similar in size shape, height and colour
presented well. Excellent organisation, tidiness and cleanliness
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throughout and clearing up at end. Independence in following own
plan with no interventions. Plan written by student.
YEAR 8 CHEESE SHORTBREAD: Excellent levels of safety and hygiene.

Evidence of a batch that is very similar in size shape, height and colour presented well. Excellent organisation, tidiness and cleanliness
throughout and clearing up at end. Independence in following own
plan with no interventions. Plan written by student.
YEAR 9 JAM TARTS: Excellent levels of safety and hygiene. Evidence of

a batch that is very similar in size shape, height and colour presented
well. Excellent organisation, tidiness and cleanliness throughout and
clearing up at end. Independence in following own plan with no interventions. Plan written by student.
Stretch and challenge inside the classroom:
Our KS3 and KS4 projects are written to allow for students to be able
to design an outcome that shows their full potential and does not
limit their creation. In lessons, especially during the design and making process students are encouraged and directed towards more demanding solutions and techniques.
Stretch and challenge outside the classroom:
We have been heavily encouraging student’s involvement in enrichment activities for some time now. Our annual events include 3 enrichment days at KS3. So far we have provided opportunities for our
HPA students to take part in ‘Great Heathfield Bake-off’, inspire visit
and workshop to Bristol fashion show, Concorde museum workshop,
felt creation workshops, sugar craft workshops, milling ‘food to fork’
workshop at Dunster Mill, dragster design and racing workshop. In
addition to this we host the ‘Heathfield Masterchef competition’,
invite students to take part in the ‘Future chef’ and ‘young rotary
chef of the year’ competition.
What can parents do?
Homework should be of a greater depth. Detailed explanations are
available on epraise. This tool will allow for parents to discuss the
homework’s with their child and help to provide solutions that are
insightful. Thereafter encouragement to take advantage of the enrichment opportunities offered to students. Parent should help students to practice key skills, if possible cook at home.
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MUSIC
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in Music?
We introduce Key Musical Vocab in Year 7, students will start to use
this language within the context of all work. Examples of Musical Vocab are - Dynamics/ Tempo/ Texture/ Structure/ Timbre. As we go
through the Year groups at KS3 the Vocab becomes more specific and
detailed and can be applied in composition techniques. For example,
using a sequence or imitation as a melodic devise in Composition.
In regard to Performance, students will gain increased levels of confidence over KS3– we encourage students who are learning instruments
outside of school to bring their instruments into composition and performance lessons in the Tacchi Morris Classroom.
We spend much of our time playing and composing music and sharing
outstanding ideas and work is very much a part of our day to day lessons. Students will get instant feedback during every lesson and we
are always encouraging our students to be creative and to think outside of the box.
Examples of Outstanding Work can be found on our website.
Stretch and Challenge inside the classroom:
Our KS3 projects take students through the three main elements of
Music: Listening, Composition and Performance.
Listening - In Years 7-9 we build confidence in musical language and
vocabulary and challenge our students to apply this knowledge to all
projects including being able to talk about music in a critical way and
analysing how music has been composed.
Composition - Learning how to compose music from many different
starting points – Year 7 look at composition from a descriptive point
and later travel through musical time. Year 8 includes Gamelan from
Indonesia, The Blues and Graphic Score. Year 9 – We compose and produce an original pop song.
Performance is featured in every aspect of the music course and
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probably the element that over the 3 years at KS3 our students stretch
and challenge themselves the most. Developing key life skills in the
process. We build on everything from communication, team work, independence, critical thinking and self-awareness.
We stretch and Challenge students in every aspect of the course.
Sometimes the task itself (like Solo Performance) is the challenge, but
where our HPA students need further challenge we will identify and
adapt projects to allow the students to develop their Musical
Knowledge in both an academic and practical way, with creativity at
its heart.
Stretch and Challenge outside the classroom:
The music department never sleeps in regard to opportunities outside
of the classroom. These are the extra-curricular clubs we provide:
Year 7 Singers, Year 8 Singers, Woodwind Group/ String Group, Percussion Group, Orchestra (Building band to stretch our newest instrumentalists), Instrumental Lessons. Tacchi Morris Sessions – a drop in club
for our 'band' musicians who want to compose and perform. We organise many concerts throughout the year for the above ensembles – our
summer concerts are as a Performing Arts Team. Year 7 and 8 have a
designated singing day. Year 9 – Music Enrichment Day – everything
from that day goes into Platform 9 our Year 9 Show. We run a musicals
Trip to London where we watch two West End Musicals.
What can parents do?
Listen to Music from all backgrounds – the more we listen to music and
think about what we are listening to the more our students pick up
ideas, think about Musical Vocab and become inspired to compose and
perform. Ask questions – what does it mean when...? What instrument
is this? Encourage students to practice – spend time to listen and support. Practice is what allows our students to progress but they definitely need encouragement as practice is all about independent motivation! Encourage students to take up the music enrichment we offer
at Heathfield. There is a lot of free music software to help students to
start out with their composition – www.soundation.com
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PERORMING ARTS: DANCE AND DRAMA
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in Performing Arts?
During process work students will be an active member of group work
contributing their own ideas as well as listening to others. They will
perform their character with confidence being fully aware of the audience and other performers around them. Students will demonstrate an
ability to play a character with committed facial expression, body language and vocal skills.
Students will be able to work independently on a movement task set
working safely and responsibly. The work will show a creative response and will have been abstracted and not literal resulting in original movements. The performance will be demonstrated with an
awareness of performance skills and dynamic change.
Stretch and Challenge inside the classroom:
We provide opportunities to model, led exercises. To direct the whole
class scenes or sections of dance. Students can access extension tasks
which provide a deeper level of learning or application of skills. In PE
Dance the stretch and challenge is always set up in the same area of
the room so they can self-select to start their challenge when they are
ready.
Stretch and Challenge outside the classroom:
We continually encourage students to be a regular visitor to the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre to watch live performances. There is no better
way to improve performance skills and creativity by observing others.
The fact that many of these performers are our own Year 11 students
is inspiration in itself. Students are encouraged to attend workshops
with visiting dance and drama companies.
Enrichment and extension opportunities:
KS3 enrichment days – Play in a day. Students are brought together to
allow the opportunity to work intensely on a performance to be performed that day.
KS3 Dance enrichment week. Students are given the opportunity to
take part in a week’s long residency with a professional dancer/
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choreographer. Students take part in technical and repertoire classes. As well as exploring choreography techniques. The week result in
a performance in the Tacchi Morris. This is an Arts college target.
KS3 Summer Showcase. A dance platform is offered to students to create their own dance pieces. Students are responsible for their own
rehearsal timetable, costume , music choices. This is supported by
HSC staff by providing a rehearsal space during lunchtimes. Outcome
is performing to an audience in the Tacchi Morris. This is supported
through Arts College and is yearly target.
KS4- During the process of their Year 11 show students are given afterschool rehearsals and a rehearsal weekend.
KS4 -SPACE Associates. Students work with the SPACE tutors to create
a piece of dance which is performed in a Southwest Youth Dance platform.
What can parents do?
Encourage students to come and watch as many shows as possible at
the Tacchi-Morris. Opportunities are available for students to work as
Front of House Volunteers at the Tacchi which allows students to
watch the shows for free. Students have also used these experiences
towards their Duke of Edinburgh Award and Aspire Challenge Award.
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GEOGRAPHY
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in Geography?
Students have a natural curiosity about the world around them, which
they discuss with others and investigate independently.
Students ask evaluative and analytical questions about what they are
being taught, unprompted. This could also include discussions with
the teacher about independent research.
To always complete the “Stretch and Challenge” opportunities during
lessons in a detailed and thorough way.
A willingness to complete all classwork and homework to the highest
standard/depth, as standard.
To have the above Geographical qualities; the three strands of
knowledge, understanding and skills.
What does HPA mean in Geography?
Contextual Knowledge: A great depth of contextual world knowledge
of locations, places and geographical features
Geographical Understanding: Thorough understanding of the conditions, processes and interactions that explain features and distributions, patterns and changes over time and space; in both the familiar
and the abstract. This applies to both human and physical geography
and the connections between the two.
Geographical Enquiry and Skills: Independence and competence in the
process of geographical enquiry - the application of skills in observing,
collecting, analysing, mapping and communicating geographical information.
Stretch and Challenge inside the classroom:
All KS3 SOW have been chosen and are planned for teaching to the
top. This includes longer GCSE style questions from Year 7 in the
“Rich Marking” activities. At KS3 “Stretch and Challenge” activities
are explicit (in red) in each lesson for HPA’s to attempt. At KS3 and
KS4 there is high level, targeted, questioning by geography specialists
during lessons. At KS3 and KS4 teachers know who the HPA students
are via their seating plans. At KS3 Homework tasks are pre-planned
and given at the beginning of a topic to extend learning for
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all outside the classroom. For example “Is Hinkley Point a good Idea?”.
In particular for HPA’s these tasks should be completed in detail and
to the upmost standard, demonstrating independent learning, research
and analysis. Peer assessment mark schemes are provided when tasks
are set, so students understand what is required of them.
Stretch and Challenge outside the classroom:
Trip to Cadbury World in Year 9 for HPA students to show the process
of Globalisation in more depth. Completion of the “Young Geographer
of the Year” competition for Year 7, with best entries sent off to the
RGS. This competition has an open-ended response, hence stretching
our HPA students.
What can parents do?
Parents can support students by discussing topics taught in lessons and
encourage extra activities around this, such as visiting a place or
watching a programme, for example.
Parents can also support students completing homework tasks, which
are designed to extend learning outside of the classroom. These tasks
are set at the beginning of a new unit of learning with a due in date
for the last lesson of term. Instructions are available on epraise to
download by both parents and students along with a hard copy being in
students’ exercise books.
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HISTORY
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in History?
IN HISTORY YOU WILL GAIN RICH KNOWLEDGE & USE IT TO MANIPULATE, APPLY, RECONSTRUCT, ARGUE AND EVALUATE ARTICULATELY.
THINKING: Knowledge of the past
Outstanding historians have a rich, depth of knowledge at their fingertips
Outstanding historians are thirsty for knowledge and ask a lot of questions
Outstanding Historians are polymaths- they understand that History,
science, maths, literature, art etc are all connected
You understand the fragile, interdependent nature of humanity and
the similarities between ALL of us.
History is about life- life is complicated.
History is a web of connections, relationships & interdependency. Outstanding historians understand that.
Outstanding historians have sophisticated, historical imagination and
can visualise life in the past.
If you are to excel in History your value facts (they are rare) and use
them with precision & accuracy.
You understand the nature of history- interpretations change, are affected by context & are provisional
COMMUNICATING: You can explain your knowledge
First class historians choose their words carefully, precisely and with
respect
They can build a coherent, sustained & well supported answer
INVESTIGATING: You can expand your knowledge
Outstanding historians can confidently handle sources e.g. letters,
posters, film, artefacts
Top historians are naturally suspicious
They understand that sources often have inferences & hidden meanings
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Stretch and Challenge inside the classroom:
We will model excellent work for you, we will challenge your assumptions & encourage you to refine your ideas, we will inspire you to
reach your potential, we will explain how to get there, we will push
you when necessary, we will track your progress and we will question
you along the way.
The example below is an attempt to challenge and move on pupils,
who have achieved full marks. Often, these guys just get a “well
done” and an opportunity is lost to expand on their understanding.
The emphasis is on precision with language -another vital issue for
those aiming for the highest grades. There is a focus on specific
knowledge. This pursuit of specifics is key to the higher grades in History and is almost about establishing a culture. Any chance to work on
it is useful.
Stretch and Challenge outside the classroom:

We will provide competitions, we will take you on trips (to History
festivals, the theatre, the WWI battlefields & Auschwitz). We will invite you to meet visitors (Holocaust survivor, Gulf war veterans, professional Historians).
What can parents do?
Reading can take pupils to other parts of the world and other times,
discussion is hugely beneficial, follow us on twitter (@mrlowndes) and
facilitate an interest in the news.
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RPE
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in RPE?
Excellence in RPE shows thought, creativity and effort. For example in
an essay a student may explore the question set with reference to lessons, but also making links to their own ideas or research outside lessons. Excellent essays will involve a good amount of analysis, synthesis
and evaluation.
An excellent Year 7 answer comparing the skills of ‘empathy’ and
‘listening’. This has good use of an example to back up a point being
made.
We also value creativity in tasks, particularly homework. These homework tasks show excellent effort and thoughtful responses to a task

‘what kind of world do we live in’?
An excellent Year 8 answer weighing up the merits of the ‘8
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fold path’ in Buddhism. It has to have excellent structure, good understanding of the teaching, various points of view, and analysis.
An excellent Year 9 answer thinking about whether God exists, needs
to bring in aspects of lessons and their own ideas. For example good
links being made (synthesis) creativity when thinking about Plato’s
cave. Excellent analysis of existing philosophical ideas and good structure.
Stretch and Challenge inside the classroom:
Teachers will ensure that stretch and challenge tasks are identified in
lessons. They should also be identified in books.
HPA students will be monitored and spoken to if not taking up the opportunities of these tasks.
During lessons questioning will be targeted so HPA students are tested
with thoughtful and challenging questions.
Stretch and Challenge outside the classroom:
At GCSE we have had speakers in lessons from the world of Genetic
Engineering. At the moment we are exploring having speakers on the
topic of animal rights and visits to places of worship.
What can parents do?
Watching a programme like Newsround on the BBC would be really
advantageous. We would love it if parents then discussed the news
with their children, asking for example ‘what do you think about that
story’, ‘is that the right thing to do?’, or ‘can there be only one right
answer to this problem?’
It would also be advantageous to go to a temple or a church. If you
are near one you could pop in! They are always very friendly and welcoming places. Doing this would enable students to see what we are
talking about in lessons put in to practice.
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MFL
What does excellent/outstanding work look like in MFL?
From the very start, learning a foreign language is all about the vocabulary. Without words, we cannot communicate with each other. You
will also be asked to develop your reading, listening and writing and
problem solving skills.
In KS3, we will begin with short utterances, developing these into full
and complex sentences by the end of Y9. We will cover a whole range
of topics from self and family, where you live, health and well- being
through to issues affecting young people today.
In Year 7, we would expect you to be able to give a fairly simple opinion on various topics, using j’aime / je n’aime pas car c’est…..or, à
mon avis c’est, je suis d’accord, je ne suis pas d’accord.
In Year 9, we would expect you to be able to discuss topics and justify
your points of view with each other using vocabulary such as je pense
que / Je crois que / selon moi / je préfère..
In KS4, you will be able to take this further by discussing the advantages and disadvantages of various points studied, whether it be
school uniform, different ways to protect the environment or whether
to pursue further education or go straight into work.
Stretch and challenge inside the classroom:
Your teachers will plan and organise lessons that will push you. Regular quizzing will challenge your recall and retrieval of previously
learned vocabulary and grammar.
We will require you to bring all books to the lesson and to be ready to
engage in the tasks during the lesson. We will want you to use your
resources (vocabulary books, grammar notes) during individual or
group work. We will encourage you to step out of your “comfort zone”
and contribute to the lesson. To listen to the answers from your classmates, and ask yourself, could I do better?
We will also encourage you to use the resources provided creatively to
apply familiar vocab and grammar in new situations.
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Stretch and challenge outside the classroom:
We would expect you to complete all homework, and any “extra” that
is set to challenge you. We would expect you to regularly review and
revise the vocabulary and grammar from previous lessons.
We would encourage you to listen to songs in the foreign language (we
have plenty of suggestions that we can offer) and to watch films and
soaps in the foreign language. If you have a particular interest in Art,
then you could look at French artists. If your interest lies in sport,
then find out about some French sportsmen and women.
Search for and participate in competitions, write your own songs, poetry etc. Join in with the European Languages Day.
What can parents do?
Many students find learning a language challenging, but it is not impossible. We would ask parents to encourage the short burst, little
and often idea of language learning. Ensure that quality time is spent
completing homework, and if there are difficulties, we, their teachers, are here to help. Search the internet together to find songs and
nursery rhymes and films.
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HEATHFIELD ASPIRE CHALLENGE PROGRAMME
At Heathfield, we have a tailored Aspire Programme which focuses on developing the skills and aspirations of our high attaining students. To begin with HPA students will be offered the
opportunity to take part in the Heathfield Aspire Challenge Programme. We will support all HPA students as much as they want
us to, but the emphasise will be on the fact that the challenges
require motivation, self-discipline, and enthusiasm. The aim of
the challenge programme is for students to work independently
to challenge themselves. The Aspire Challenge Programme is
comprised of a number of challenges which aim to stretch, challenge, engage and motivate our students in a wide range of
skills and subjects. There is no limit to the number of challenges a student can undertake and achieve.
The purpose of the Heathfield Aspire Challenge Programme is to
prepare students for a world beyond school – achieving potential
means taking risks, not fearing failure and being able to motivate oneself.
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