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The Beginning…
After a very wet start, with us all wrapped up in our hooded waterproofs and 

our various coloured backpack covers, we set of. Determined to make this a 

fun walk and for us to stay confident the whole way through. We had learnt 

from our past practice walks what we need to do and what we need to 

improve on, this helped us a lot.

• “On the first day I was excited to start, I was very excited. When we 

walked to the top of each hill the views were amazing, it was just 

beautiful. Also getting to the top of each hill made me so proud of myself. 

Thinking did I actually just do that.”

• “I remember starting of the walk with it raining and I was nervous it was 

going to keep raining but luckily it didn’t last long. We kept stopping 

along the way taking pictures of the wildlife and things that looked like 

letters. I also remember my bag breaking and having to tie it up. Also to 

have to walk through lots of streams in the woods.”

• “After the build up of practice walks and three completed activities, it was 

very exciting to finally begin the assessed expedition. Not before carrying 

a 12 kilogram bag before, it came as quite a surprise, however it was a 

challenge I knew I had to complete. We started wrapped head to toe in 

water proofs which we soon discarded as the sun appeared.”



The Camp
We were very relieved when we arrived at camp. Along with all the other groups! We were 

thrilled to sit down, take of our boots and our heavy bags. We scouted out our spot and 

started to set up camp, making sure to keep our bags neat and tidy. We kept our tents close 

together just so we were cosier.

• “We could demonstrate our team skills when we got to camp, we prepared our evening 

meal together and then sat and ate together. All the tents were put up together and 

nobody was left out.”

• “When we got to the camp my legs and feet hurt so much. But it was a good pain thinking 

about how many miles I just walked. When we got to the camp we were all really hungry. 

When we all where sat down eating are dinner I had so much fun laughing and 

connecting with my team.”

• “I learnt how to put up a tent and enjoyed the many aspects of camping.”

• We ate a lot that evening, including lots of pasta and sauce, and various types of cakes 

(brownies were a star part in our four star meal!) We used the stoves, watched the sun 

set and an amazing full moon rise. Giving us all chills. We played catch with the other 

teams and some of us even talked briefly with another school that were camping there, 

completing their assessed expedition too.

• All in all it was a fun evening.



The last day…
In the morning it was quite and early start which did not appeal to all of our 

team, but it meant we had a jump on getting everything together. Manned 

with our hot porridge or cereal and our packed tents and beds we set of for our 

final trek of out Duke of Edinburgh expedition.

• “We woke early to bowls of hot porridge to start another day of walking. We 

set off with great enthusiasm to complete the expedition. The first few 

miles consisted of large hills which was challenging, yet we were glad to get 

those out of the way. We walked much faster the second day, having a 

greater desire for a shower, foo and our own bed.”

When we reached the carpark we had to complete our last part of the 

assessment. This consisted of doing a compass bearing both on a map (a grid 

bearing) and a normal held bearing. This was worrying for some of us as we 

were not as confident as we were hoping to be. We all successfully managed it 

in the end with big smiles.

• “When I did my bearings and grid reference I was so nervous because I 

didn’t want to get it wrong. When we got to the end I was proud of myself 

and what I was capable of.”

• “I learnt and developed new skills such as compass bearings and map 

reading on the expedition.”

• “I found the map reading and bearings hard to start with but the whole 

group helped me and by the end of the expedition I had managed to do it.”



End feelings…
At the end of the long two day walk, as tired as we were we were 

happy that we had finally finished our walk and our Duke of 

Edinburgh. What an achievement!

• “Although out team have different abilities we worked well 

together and were able to help each other and stay together for 

the duration of the walk. I have enjoyed doing DofE and I now 

have a new achievement to put on any future applications.”

• “I won’t forget how proud I was when I got to the end and had 

done my bearings. The best feeling in the world. I would 

recommend it to anyone, a brilliant feeling.”

• “The whole expedition provided me with a great experience I’ll 

never forget as well as new skills that will come to good use in 

the future and of course my newly found friends.”

• “When we got to the end I was proud of myself and what I was 

capable of. I was so happy. When I got home I couldn’t walk 

properly for a few days but the pain was worth it.  I made so 

many memories with my team members and it’s an experience 

I will never forget.”

• “I found Duke of Edinburgh a great thing to participate in as it 

was a new experience. I enjoyed having to work in a team, 

helping people when they needed it and getting to know the 

people in my group better. Although at times it was hard, my 

group were always encouraging me and that helped a lot.”

• “When we reached the carpark we were extremely happy to 

have finally completed it, our shoulders sore, and legs aching. 

All in all it was tiring but very rewarding and fun!”

Our Aim:

Our aim for our expedition, as well as 

completing the walk we also worked 

together to take pictures along the way; 

pictures of scenery, wildlife and ourselves. 

We also took picture of objects that formed 

the word “DofE”.



The End
Thank you


