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YEAR 9 
 

AUTUMN TERM - 2018 
 

Dear Parents 
 

Welcome to the first Curriculum Newsletter of what will be a busy and important school year - a year in 
which Year 9 students will finish KS3 and where they will make their curriculum choices for courses in 
Years 10 and 11.  More details on all of these to follow. 
 
I hope that you and your children have a good and productive term! 

 

New dates for the Curriculum Choices process : 

Tuesday 22 January 2019 : Curriculum Choices Evening (TMAC) 

Tuesday 26 February 2019 : Choices form completed and submitted 

 

Ian Grant 
Deputy Head                                            September 2018 
 

 

CAREERS 
 

Please visit the school website for a range of information available and a Careers section in the Learning Resource 
Centre.  An In-house Careers Fayre is scheduled for Year 9 in December. 
Please encourage your children to make use of these resources as they are helpful in widening horizons, planning 
for the future and choosing GCSE subjects later in the year. All year 9 students will be introduced to Careers Pilot - 
a website/programme that will inform on a wide variety of career pathways. Students will be invited to take part 
in careers and enterprise events throughout the year.  
 If there is anything they would like more details please email the school and direct enquires to Jo Rogers or 
Natasha Rand. 
Jackie Martin is our independent careers advisor and will be available to talk to students and parents about any 
career concerns or subject options.  An appointment can be made through the school.  Jackie Martin is also 
available at Parents Evening.       
Students should use the EPraise bio profile tool to write a current personal statement. 
                                                                                                      

 

 

 



 

 

 
ENGLISH 

Students - you will be : 
• Following a reading programme designed to give all students opportunities to read a wide 

range of texts whilst writing about, discussing and sharing their responses.  Students will 
need to bring a reading book to each lesson. 

• Working on two units : 
- War Poetry 
- The Gothic 

 
Parents - you can help by : 
• Taking your child to the library and reading with them at home. 
• Encouraging them to read by spending some time each day reading yourself - men, in 

particular, need to present themselves as positive role models in reading. 
• Reading homework through with them or listening to practice speeches. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
All students will be working towards completing a homework booklet, designed to develop 
independence across a range of written genres.  Students should make sure that they bring in 
their completed task for checking each week.   
 
All students will be developing independent reading. This involves spending time reading and 
reflecting on reading. It is a good idea to try some of these reading challenges: 
• Read another book by an author you already know; 
• Read a challenging book – perhaps something that was written in the 19th Century; 
• Research an author; 
• Read fiction based on your favourite subject or hobby; 
• Read an autobiography of someone you admire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

MATHEMATICS 

Students : 
Students will be working on topics as described on their progress sheets.  The progress sheets 
are different for each set and will be put on ‘epraise’ at the start of September.  The progress 
sheets say which topics are to be taught in each term and have the links to ‘hegartymaths’ tasks. 
 ‘Hegartymaths.com’ has support to help students independently ensure they understand each 
topic covered.  This is especially useful for revision and to catch up on any lessons missed.   
 
Students will be given a plastic wallet to look after their maths equipment.  They will have an 
orange exercise book for classwork and homework and a blue exercise book to keep revision 
notes on all the topic covered.  They will also need a calculator, maths equipment set and green 
pen which can also be kept in these packs. 
 
Students’ progress will be checked with weekly homework tasks and by tests set at the end of 
the Autumn, Spring and Summer terms.  Details of homework tasks set will be on E-Praise.  All 
students need to complete every homework set, even if they are absent.   
 
Parents - you can help by : 
• Looking regularly at your child’s mathematics book, encouraging organisation and following 

up any comments from the teacher. 
• Looking at the homework in their book, making sure that plenty of time is spent on it and 

that it is done to the best of their ability.  Homework should take about 45 minutes. 
• Encouraging him/her to use hegartymaths to help consolidate the work covered in class if 

necessary.  This could also help with revision for the tests given at the end of each term. 
• Ensure they have a scientific calculator (£9 from the school) and Maths equipment (£4 for a 

set from the school). 
• If they are lent a maths homework book ensure that this is kept safe.   
•  
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Maths homework should be set every week.  Please check ‘epraise’ for details. 
• Encourage them to complete some of the ‘hegartymaths’ tasks as shown on the progress 

sheet. 
• Explore a task on the “nrich” website. 
• Play a board game with them. 
• Test them on their times tables. 
• Ask them to read through their blue revision book and add to their notes if possible. 
 
Note : If a student has a homework book they will need to return it to the Maths Department in 
June.  Lost or damaged books will incur a £5 charge. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
SCIENCE 
  
Students:  
Every half term the students will study one or two topics from the Activate scheme of work. In addition to regular in class 
formative assessments and quizzes the students will complete two summative assessments (Assessment Point 1 & 2) that 
will help us track their progress and inform setting at the start of the academic year. An outline of the topics we will be 
teaching this year can be found in the table below:  
 

Half term We will be covering the following new topics We will be revising the following topics 
Autumn 1  Metals and acids Ecosystem processes, Acids and alkalis 

Autumn 2 Energy 
Assessment Point 1 test 

Metals and acids, Sound 

Spring 1 The Earth Light, Energy 
Spring 2 Health and lifestyle Reactions, The Earth 

Summer 1 Motion and pressure 
Assessment Point 2 test 

Body systems, Health and lifestyle 

Summer 2 Adaptation and inheritance Space, Motion and pressure 
 

For guidance we use the following grading system in Science: 
 

Percentage score in the examination Progress grade 
0-29%  Emerging 
30-50% Foundation 
51-70%  Developing 
71-85% Secure 
86-100% Excellence 

 
The overwhelming majority of Heathfield Science students demonstrate developing-secure progress in Science lessons, this 
means the competition for places in Set 1 & 2 is very competitive. We think the fairest way to set students is to rank them 
based on an average of their Assessment Point 1 & 2 scores during the current academic year, this can be an emotive 
process for some and we will endeavor to keep students informed if our data shows that a future set change might benefit 
them. Parents/guardians are welcome to enquire about setting at parents evening but please note that most classes are full 
so it is unlikely that set changes can be accommodated during the academic year. All Science sets follow the same curriculum 
so no student is excluded from particular activities by changing set.  
 
Homework:  
Students will be provided with a set of knowledge organisers to use for revision throughout the academic year. Teachers will 
be running a weekly quiz to test how well students can remember specific sections of their knowledge organizer.  
 
Science club:  
The Science department organises several extra-curricular activities during the school year that include educational visits 
(e.g. Pinkery and Bristol zoo) or in school events (Science week and the egg drop competition). There will also be a Key Stage 
Three Science club in S5 every Thursday lunchtime.  

 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Encouraging your child to complete their homework, watch scientific documentaries and look at science related material 

from secondary sources.  
• Making sure that your child has the right equipment for Science lessons – a pen, pencil, ruler and a scientific 
 calculator.  

 

My son/daughter has no homework – what can I do?  
• Self-quiz using any knowledge organisers that are provided. 
• Your child could download the Memrise app onto a tablet or mobile phone and complete one of the pre-loaded 
 Science courses – this is an excellent activity for remembering the meanings of some of the hundreds of key 
 words that we use in Science lessons.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ART 

Students - you will be studying the following :  Natural Form 
        

• Screenprinting -   Mrs S Balkwill & Mrs H Essadiq 
• 3D or Painting - Mrs C Roberts & Mrs N Rand 

 
 

Parents - you can assist by : 
• Encouraging your child to visit art galleries and exhibitions. 
• Taking an interest in their study book. 
• Providing a 2B pencil and colouring equipment. 
• A computer at home is not essential - ICT equipment is available at school. 

 

“ My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do?”  
• Art students may be asked to complete classwork when no homework is set otherwise drawing is always 
 valuable and will stretch their skills on many levels.  Practise drawing something from life. 
• Look at and discuss Art is great too, either visiting Galleries, looking in books or on the Internet will stimulate 

thought and help students form opinions.  Try www.tate.org.                                                                       
 

FOOD PREPARATION + NUTRITION  
 

Students will focus on developing their knowledge of the requirements for a healthy balanced diet.  They will 
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the Eatwell plate guidelines through making a variety of healthy 
dishes to include healthy wraps and couscous salad. 
 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Supplying students with practical ingredients when necessary and allowing your child to practise skills at home 

that have been taught in school to increase speed. The more practical skills a child can develop, the more 
confident they become. 

• Encouraging your child to discuss and complete the set homework and tasks. 
• All food should be in labelled containers for easy identification. 
• Please remind students it is their responsibility to collect finished products at the end of the day to take home. 
• Ensure that ingredients are organised at home for a practical lesson. 
 

“My son/daughter has no homework - what can I do?”  
Homework is set when it will support the learning that has taken place in that lesson or that will support the 
following lesson.  It will usually mean that your son/daughter will be set homework every couple of weeks.  It is often 
to prepare ingredients for a practical lessons as well as more conventional investigation and research tasks.  If you 
are concerned that nothing has been recorded in the planner for a couple of weeks please contact your 
son/daughter’s teacher or the Head of department. 
 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

Projects will involve both design and making activities and students will work on 3 projects areas throughout the 
year: 
 

Project 1 ‘Pencil Case’. This project is about construction and designing for a given brief. The aim is to make a well-
made product focusing on material use, up cycling and further develop sewing machine skills. 
 

Project 2: ‘Pewter casting’. In the workshop melting metal to ‘cast’ into a mold. This will also further develop 
workshop skills. 
 

Project 3: Designing, evaluating and key skills: More ‘one-off’ lessons and a short mini making project that focus on 
the core foundations of Design and Technology including Memphis Design study and wider moral responsibilities of 
the designer. We will also look at 21st century technology and the impacts of this to the design industry.  
 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Providing materials when necessary. 
• Encouraging them to discuss their designs and use the technical language introduced in the lessons. 
• Discuss and encourage students to complete homework and attempt the extension tasks. 
 

My son/daughter has no homework - what can I do? 
Homework is set when it will support the learning that has taken place in that lesson or that will support the 
following lesson.  It will usually mean that your son/daughter will be set homework every couple of weeks.  It is often 
to complete a design task as well as more conventional investigation and research tasks. Students who have 
outstanding practical work to complete maybe asked to return at lunchtime to work with their teacher to catch up.  
If you are concerned that nothing has been recorded in the planner for a couple of weeks please contact your 
son/daughter’s teacher or the Head of department. 
 

 



 
 

HISTORY 

Students - you will be studying the following : 
 

KEY NAMES 
1. Franz Ferdinand: next in line to Austro-

Hungarian throne. Assassinated 1914. 
2. The Black hand Gang & Gavrilo Princip: 

assassinated Franz Ferdinand. 
3. General Hague: top British General of WWI, 

‘butcher of the Somme’? 
4. Kaiser Wilhelm: German king during WWI, 

abdicated in 1918. 
5. Adolf Hitler: leader of NAZI Germany 1933-45, 

largely responsible for WWII & the Holocaust, 
vicious Dictator. 

6. The NAZIs: National Socialist party, led by Hitler, 
racist ideas about German ‘master race’ and the 
need for Germany to expand. 

7. Winston Churchill: British wartime leader, 
‘Greatest Briton’?  

8. President Truman: American President who 
made decision to use atomic bombs. 

9. Anne Frank: teenager who wrote a diary of her 
experiences & has become an icon of the 
Holocaust, died in Bergen-Belsen, aged 15, in 
1945. 

10. Joanna Milan: a Holocaust survivor, who 
annually shares her experiences with us. 

11. Auschwitz: the largest & most infamous NAZI 
death camp. Over 1 million died there. 

12. Osama Bin Laden: leader of the AL Qaeda 
terrorist group. Responsible for 9/11.  

13. George W Bush: President of USA, started the 
‘war on terror.’ 

14. Enoch Powell: British politician who warned 
immigration would lead to ‘rivers of blood.’ 

15. Empire Windrush: a ship that carried the first 
immigrants to Britain after WWII. 

 

KEY EVENTS 
1. WWI, the Great war: 1914-18, 20 million deaths (nearly 1 

million from British empire). 
2. Battle of the Somme: 1916, British army’s darkest day, 60 000 

casualties in 1 day. 
3. Treaty of Versailles: 1919, treaty ending WWI, very harsh on 

Germany. 
4. Wall street crash: 1929. Economic collapse in USA- leads to 

global depression. 
5. WWII: most deadly war in history. 50 million deaths. 
6. The Blitz: 1940, German bombing of British cities to try and 

force surrender. 
7. Atomic bombs: 1945, 2 bombs dropped on Japan, ending 

WWII. 
8. The Holocaust: 1942-45, the systematic attempt by the NAZIs 

to murder every Jew in Europe. 
9. War on terror: 2001 – today. Series of conflicts linked to 9/11. 
10. Global warning: the scientific theory that pollution is heating 

the earth’s atmosphere. 
KEY WORDS 

1. Empire= a group of countries, ruled by a foreign country e.g 
the British empire. 

2. Dictator= a leader who rules alone, often violently. 
3. Total war= a war where EVERYONE is involved (e.g. civilians 

too). 
4. Stalemate= where neither side can gain an advantage. 
5. Trenches= ditches built to protect soldiers. 
6. Abdicate= the resignation of a King. 
7. Prejudice= seeing another group of people as inferior (e.g. 

sexism, racism, ageism). 
8. Genocide= trying to kill a whole group of people (e.g. the 

Holocaust).  
9. Immigration= people from abroad moving to a new country.  
10. Meritocracy= a society where success depends on ability (not 

hereditary).  
11. Fake news=a term used by President Trump about the 

difficulty of deciding the accuracy of information on the 
internet. 

TIMELINE 
1870s-1914 European competition over empire   1945-1990 the cold war 
 
1914 assassination of Franz Ferdinand    1945-today mass immigration to Britain 
 
1914-18 WWI       2001 9/11 
1916 the Battle of the Somme     
       1990- internet becomes available to public- fake news 
1919 the Treaty of Versailles 
        
1929 the wall street crash      
1933 Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany 
1936 Anti-Jewish Nuremburg laws 
1939 Poland invaded- start of WWII 
1940 the Blitz 
1942 the final solution / the Holocaust 
1945 USA uses the atomic bomb 

 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Talking about history lessons.  
• Checking on fortnightly homework (which will be based on the knowledge organizer above) 
• Going to historical places, talking about history in the news, in books, in film or on TV. 
• Following us on twitter (@mrlowndes). 

 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
By the end of the year students will be expected to know their knowledge organizer thoroughly- so they will 
always have homework. However, reading around a subject is always beneficial and additionally improves 
literacy, spelling and grammar.  You can never read too many books! 



 
 
GEOGRAPHY 

Students - you will be studying the following : 
• How risky is our work?  Volcanoes and Earthquakes! 
• Are immigrants moving to Britain, taking our jobs, scrounging our benefits and taking our houses? 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Discussing topics that are brought up in lessons. 
• Supporting your child with homework.   
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Homework for the year is to learn key content from the Knowledge Organisers.  These are in your 

child’s exercise book and are uploaded onto Epraise. 
 
 

DRAMA 

Students - you will be : 
• Exploring the Drama practitioner Bertolt Brecht. 
• Looking at the play ‘The Canterbury Tales’ through scriptwork. 
• Participating in a Year 9 sharing session where you will perform in the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre. 
• Explore characterisation and status within the play ‘Blood Brothers’. 
• Extend your knowledge of theatrical techniques and concepts. 
• Extend your characterisation skills through voice, body language and facial expressions.  
• Assessed at the end of term- 70% practical 30% written. 
 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Encouraging students to talk about their Drama lessons. 
• Taking your child to theatre and dance performances (there are many excellent shows booked for the 

Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre including performances by Heathfield students). 
• Encourage them to take part in Lunchtime Drama club- Tuesday 1-1.30pm 
• Connect Theatre Company meets on Wednesdays at the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre 5.45pm to 7.15pm 

and is particularly suitable for 13 to 16 year olds.  Just enroll at the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre Box 
Office. 

• Also, Taunton Musical Youth Theatre for 12 – 16 year olds in on Tuesdays, 7.00pm to 8.30pm. 
 

DANCE 

During the year you will complete a dance module in PE lessons : 
• Girls Dance: Working in a wide range of groups you will explore movement and dance styles from 

different eras and cultures.  You will learn how to create your own choreography. 
• Boys Dance: using Parkour as a stimulus we will look at the skills, strength and flexibility required for 

the art form.  
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Encouraging your child to talk about their dance lessons. 
• Also there is a weekly Dance club on Mondays 1.00pm to 1.30pm. 
• Taking your child to shows booked for dance performance.  (There are many excellent shows booked 

for the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre). 
• Fresh Dance Crew  -  Boys Dance on Wednesdays 1.00pm to 1.30pm. 

 

There are weekly Dance classes that run in the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre : 
• Digit Dance Company  -  Wednesdays : 6.15pm to 7.30pm.  
• Classical Ballet  -  Mondays : 7.30pm to 9.00pm. 
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Girls - select a piece of music for their own choreography.    
• Boys - watch clips of Parkour and analyse the skills used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MUSIC 

Students - you will be studying the following : 
• How to Compose a Pop Song – Melody, Chords and Bass. 
• Solo and Group Performances. 
• Looking at our voice through a listening project on a Set Work. 
• What is meant by Composing, Performing and Listening. 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Encouraging your child to listen to a wide variety of music/different styles. 
• Taking your child to listen to some live music! 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Sit down with them and listen to a piece of classical music on the Radio / CD / ipad etc. 
• Talk about the practical projects that they are doing in music lessons at the moment 
• Take them out to a concert/gig this week and talk about the music - before and/or afterwards. 
 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

Students - you will be :  
• Looking at personal information, learning about French speaking countries, hobbies and holidays.   
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Learning the spellings of words together. 
• Looking through your child’s book together and asking if he/she remembers the meanings of particular 

words. 
• Where you have Internet access, allowing your child to use the language part of the BBC Education Website 

and allowing your child to log onto Linguascope.com. 
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• We would advise students to review vocabulary in their Vocabulary Booklet or to practise using 

Linguascope. 
 
P.E. 

Students - you will be studying the following : 
• Badminton, basketball, dance, handball, hockey, football (G), problem solving, rugby (B). 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Supporting your child if they are involved in after-school games and practices  -  details on P.E. noticeboard 

and school website. 
• CHECKING YOUR CHILD’S P.E. PLANNER TO ENSURE THEY HAVE THE CORRECT KIT. 
• Writing the reason in your child’s planner if they can not participate in activities. 
• PLEASE NAME KIT. 
 
RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS 

Students - you will start by exploring the following philosophical questions: 
• What is your view of the world? 
• What is reality? 
• How does the media shape our views? 
• What is freedom of expression and censorship? 
• Does God exist? 
• Do miracles prove the existence of God? 
• Does science disprove the existence of God?  
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Discussing the questions raised in the lessons with your child. 
• Encouraging your child to be aware of global issues. 
• Helping with revision for end of unit assessments and checking all homework is completed in detail and 

handed in on time. 
 

 

 



 
 
RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS continued 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 

• Homework for this year is to learn the key words and ideas on the knowledge organisers. This will be 
set on Epraise every two weeks along with some ideas for tasks to help you learn them. Or you could: 
 

• Go to the library: 
 

SUBJECT DEWEY NO. 
Religion (General) 291.13 
Science (General) 500 
Christianity 200 
Buddhism 274.3 

 

• Read a book:  
- Life of Pi by Jann Martel.  A tale of belief, magic and spirituality, told through the story of a 

boy adrift in a lifeboat on the Pacific.  
- Maggot Moon by Sally Gardner.  A friendship flourishes between two boys as they struggle 

to survive under an oppressive regime. 
- Anything by CS Lewis, including The Chronicles of Narnia. 

 

• Look at a website: Watch a film: 
- www.truetube.co.uk/ - The Matrix (this is rated 15 so you need your parents’ permission) 
- www.newscientist.com/ - The Truman Show 
 - Inception  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EPRAISE & HOMEWORK 
• All students have an EPraise login and password.  This is the same login and password that 

they use on the school IY system. 

• If a student forgets their login details ANY member of staff can find out this information and 
password. 

• All homework is set on EPraise by teachers in all subjects under “Class notes.”  Documents, 
letters and links can be attached to these notes and may be printed out if required. 

• EPraise is available as an App. 

Parent Logins 
Please note : Parents may log on to EPraise.  Ensure the “parent tab” is highlighted.  Use the email 
address that has been registered on the data sheet for the school SIMS system. If you have any 
queries regarding the system then contact the school via email.  
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