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Dear Parents 
Welcome to the Heathfield Curriculum Newsletter.  One of these will be 
published every term. In its pages you will find a brief statement from each 
subject that tells you what your child will be studying this term.  There are also 
some practical suggestions as to how you can help your child at home.  On this 
point it would be of great benefit in all subjects if you could ensure that your 
child is properly equipped for lessons (pens, pencil, ruler, rubber etc) and if you 
could find time each night to look at his/her planner. 
 
I hope that you find the newsletter helpful and I would be grateful for any further 
suggestions (from parents or students) as to what other information would be 
useful to include in its pages. 
 
 
 

Ian Grant 
Deputy Head September 2018 
 

  



 
 

 

 

ENGLISH 

 
Students - you will be : 
• Following a reading programme designed to give all students opportunities to read a wide 

range of texts whilst writing about, discussing and sharing their responses.  Students will 
need to bring a reading book to each lesson. 

• Working on two units : 
- Autobiographical stories, including those written by Roald Dahl 
- 19th Century Abridged Novel –‘Oliver Twist’  
-      Start an independent reading project 

 
Parents - you can help by: 
• Supporting your child’s reading at home - boys would especially benefit from men reading 

with them or discussing their reading. 
• Ensuring they complete homework on time, then checking it with them. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework - what can I do? 
All students will be working towards completing a homework booklet, designed to develop 
independence across a range of written genres.  Students should make sure that they bring in 
their completed task for checking each week.   
 
In Year 7, students will also work towards an independent reading passport award. This award 
has a range of activities that can be done at any time, including: 
• Redesigning the book cover 
• Writing an additional chapter for a novel 
• Re-reading a book read previously and noting what you learnt the second time 
• Writing a book review 
• Writing a character’s diary. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Until October half term students will be taught in tutor groups.  During this time they will be 
working on a variety of topics that can be accessed by students of all abilities with the 
potential of stretching the most able.  We will access student’s maths ability during this time 
also.  After October half term we will decide sets for the rest of the Year 7 and place students 
in classes according to how well they are progressing with the subject. 
 

After this, students will be working on topics as described on their progress sheets.  The 
progress sheets are different for each set and will be put on ‘epraise’ at the start of 
November.  The progress sheets say which topics are to be taught in each term and have the 
links to ‘hegartymaths’ tasks.  ‘Hegartymaths’ has support to help students independently 
ensure they understand each topic covered.  This is especially useful for revision and to catch 
up a lesson is missed.   
 

Their Maths skills from Primary School will be extended.  Each student will be encouraged to 
apply these skills in problem solving situations. 
 

Students will be given a plastic wallet to look after their maths equipment.  They will have an 
orange exercise book for classwork and homework and a blue exercise book to keep revision 
notes on all the topic covered.  They will also need a calculator, maths equipment set and 
green pen which can also be kept in these packs. 
 

Students’ progress will be checked with weekly homework tasks and by tests set at the end of 
the Autumn, Spring and Summer terms.  Details of homework tasks set will be on E-Praise.  All 
students need to complete every homework set, even if they are absent.   
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Looking regularly at your child’s mathematics book, encouraging organisation and 

following up any comments from the teacher. 
• Looking at the homework in their book, making sure that plenty of time is spent on it and 

that it is done to the best of their ability.  Homework should take between 30 and 45 
minutes. 

• Encouraging him/her to use hegartymaths to help consolidate the work covered in class if 
necessary.  This could also help with revision for the tests given at the end of each term. 

• Ensure they have a scientific calculator (£9 from the school) and Maths equipment (£4 for 
a set from the school). 

• If they are lent a maths homework book ensure that this is kept safe.   
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Maths homework should be set every week.  Please check ‘epraise’ for details. 
• Encourage them to complete some of the ‘hegartymaths’ tasks as shown on the progress 

sheet. 
• Explore a task on the “nrich” website. 
• Play a board game with them. 
• Test them on their times tables. 
• Ask them to read through their blue revision book and add to their notes if possible. 
 

Note : If a student has a homework book they will need to return it to the Maths Department 
in June.  Lost or damaged books will incur a £5 charge. 

 



 
 

 
SCIENCE  
 
Students:  
Every half term the students will study one or two topics from the Activate scheme of work. In addition to regular in class 
formative assessments and quizzes the students will complete two summative assessments (Assessment Point 1 & 2) that 
will help us track their progress and inform setting at the start of the academic year. We are currently planning to place 
Year 7 students in sets for Science lessons after the October half term. An outline of the topics we will be teaching this 
year can be found in the table below:  
 

Half term We will be covering the following new topics We will be revising the following topics 
Autumn 1  Working Scientifically & Forces 

Assessment Point 1 test 
N/A 

Autumn 2 Particles Working scientifically, Forces 
Spring 1 Cells Forces, Particles 
Spring 2 Atoms and elements & Periodic table 

Assessment Point 2 test 
Cells 

Summer 1 Reproduction Atoms and elements & Periodic table 
Summer 2 Sound & Light Reproduction 

 
For guidance we use the following grading system in Science: 

 
Percentage score in the examination Progress grade 
0-29%  Emerging 
30-50% Foundation 
51-70%  Developing 
71-85% Secure 
86-100% Excellence 

 
The overwhelming majority of Heathfield Science students demonstrate developing-secure progress in Science lessons, 
this means the competition for places in Set 1 & 2 is very competitive. We think the fairest way to set students is to rank 
them based on an average of their Assessment Point 1 & 2 scores during the current academic year, this can be an 
emotive process for some and we will endeavor to keep students informed if our data shows that a future set change 
might benefit them. Parents/guardians are welcome to enquire about setting at parents evening but please note that 
most classes are full so it is unlikely that set changes can be accommodated during the academic year. All Science sets 
follow the same curriculum so no student is excluded from particular activities by changing set.  
 
Homework:  
Students will be provided with a set of knowledge organisers to use for revision throughout the academic year. Teachers 
will be running a weekly quiz to test how well students can remember specific sections of their knowledge organizer.  
 
Science club:  
The Science department organises several extra-curricular activities during the school year that include educational visits 
(e.g. Pinkery and Bristol zoo) or in school events (Science week and the egg drop competition). There will also be a Key 
Stage Three Science club in S5 every Thursday lunchtime.  

 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Encouraging your child to complete their homework, watch scientific documentaries and look at science related 

material from secondary sources.  
• Making sure that your child has the right equipment for Science lessons – a pen, pencil, ruler and a scientific 
 calculator.  
 

 

My son/daughter has no homework – what can I do?  
• Self-quiz using any knowledge organisers that are provided. 
• Your child could download the Memrise app onto a tablet or mobile phone and complete one of the pre-loaded 
 Science courses – this is an excellent activity for remembering the meanings of some of the hundreds of key 
 words that we use in Science lessons.  

 
 

 



 
 

 
ART 
Students - you will be studying the CHRISTMAS COLOUR PROJECT  
• You will complete a colour project using ICT and painting techniques. Colour theory learnt will be used to 

produce a collaborative Christmas decoration to decorate the school.  
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Encouraging your child to visit art galleries and exhibitions. 
• Taking an interest in their study book. 
• Providing a 2B pencil and colouring equipment. 
• A computer at home is not essential - ICT equipment is available at school. 
 

“ My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do?”  
• Art students may be asked to complete classwork when no homework is set otherwise drawing is always 

valuable and will stretch their skills on many levels. 
• To look at and discuss Art is great too, either visiting Galleries, looking in books or on the Internet will 

stimulate thought and help students form opinions.  Try www.tate.org.                                              
 

 
FOOD PREPARATION + NUTRITION and DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

Projects will involve both design and making activities in DT and healthy eating and basic nutrition through theory 
and practical work in Food Preparation + Nutrition. 
 

Students will work on 3 projects areas throughout the year: 
 

Project 1: ‘Bag for life’. An introduction to using the sewing machine, decorative techniques and 
pattern production. 
 

Project 2: ‘Mood light box’. An introduction to working with Tools and electronics in the workshop. 
 

Project 3: Food Preparation + Nutrition. An introduction to healthy eating and basic nutrition. 
 
For Food Preparation + Nutrition Parents - you can help by: 
• Supplying students with practical ingredients when necessary and allowing your child to practise skills at 

home to increase speed, e.g. peeling potatoes/apples thinly.  The more practical skills a child can develop, 
the more confident they become. 

• Encouraging your child to discuss and complete the set homework and tasks. 
• All food should be in labelled containers for easy identification. 
• Please remind students it is their responsibility to collect finished products at the end of the day to take 

home. 
• Ensure that ingredients are organised at home for a practical lesson. 
 
“My son/daughter has no homework - what can I do?”  
Homework is set when it will support the learning that has taken place in that lesson or that will support the 
following lesson.  It will usually mean that your son/daughter will be set homework every couple of weeks.  It is 
often to prepare ingredients for a practical lessons as well as more conventional investigation and research tasks. 
 If you are concerned that nothing has been recorded in the planner for a couple of weeks please contact your 
son/daughter’s teacher or the Head of department. 
 
For Design & Technology Parents - you can help by: 
• Providing materials when necessary. 
• Encouraging them to discuss their designs and use the technical language introduced in the lessons. 
• Discuss and encourage students to complete homework and attempt the extension tasks. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework - what can I do? 
Homework is set when it will support the learning that has taken place in that lesson or that will support the 
following lesson.  It will usually mean that your son/daughter will be set homework every couple of weeks.  It is 
often to complete a design task as well as more conventional investigation and research tasks. Students who have 
outstanding practical work to complete maybe asked to return at lunchtime to work with their teacher to catch 
up.  If you are concerned that nothing has been recorded in the planner for a couple of weeks please contact your 
son/daughter’s teacher or the Head of department. 

 
 



 
 

 
DRAMA 
 

Students - you will be : 
• Studying Drama specific techniques through the exploration of plays- Do We Ever See Grace? and 

Alice in Wonderland.  
• Using Drama specific techniques and concepts to create your own performances. 
• Learning to create characters using your voice, facial expressions & body language. 
• Developing evaluation skills through discussion and written work. 
• Working within groups promoting team work and cooperation skills; setting a foundation for 

performance work.  
• You will be assessed at the end of the term. 70% practical and 30% written.  
 
Parents - you can help by : 
• Talking to your child about their drama lessons. 
• Taking your child to theatre and dance performance. (There are many excellent shows booked for 

the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre including performances by Heathfield students).  
• Encouraging them to participate in Drama Club – Monday 1.00pm to 1.30pm in the Performing Arts 

Block. 
• There is a Zoom Youth Theatre that meets at the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre on Tuesdays, 6.15pm to 

7.45pm and is particularly aimed at this age group.  
• Also Taunton Musical Youth Theatre for 12 - 16 year olds is on Tuesdays, 7.00pm - 8.30pm.  
 
DANCE 
 

Students - during the year you will complete a dance module in P.E. Lessons 
• Working in a wide range of groups you will explore movement and dance styles from different eras 

and cultures.  You will learn how to express and portray different emotions and feelings through 
dance. 

 
Parents - you can help by : 
• Encouraging your child to talk about their dance lessons. 
• Also there is a weekly Dance club on Tuesdays 1.00pm to 1.30pm. 
• Taking your child to shows booked for dance performance.  (There are many excellent shows 

booked for the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre.) 
 

There are weekly Dance classes that run in the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre: 
• Digit Dance Company  -  Wednesdays : 6.15pm to 7.30pm. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Rehearse movement from the Set Dance Routine. 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
 

Students - you will be studying the following: 
• How do I become an excellent Geographer?  
• What's the use? How can Earth meet our resource needs?  
  
Parents - you can help by : 
• Discussing topics that are brought up in lessons.  
• Supporting your child with homework.  

  
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Homework for the year is to learn key content from the Knowledge Organisers.  These are in your 

child’s exercise book and are uploaded onto Epraise. 
 
 



 
 

 

HISTORY 
 

Students - you will be studying the following : 
 

KEY NAMES 
 
1. Tone tun- Saxon name for Taunton. Tun=farm. 
2. Edward the Confessor- Saxon king who died Jan 1066. 
3. Harold Hardrada- King of Norway in 1066, wanted 

England. 
4. The Witan- council of Saxon England.  
5. Harold Godwinson- Earl of Wessex, Edwards brother in 

law, crowned King, killed at Hastings. 
6. William- Duke of Normandy and, after Hastings, ‘the 

Conqueror’. 
7. Odo- Bishop, William’s brother in law, paid for Bayeux 

tapestry. 
8. Geoffrey Chaucer- one of the 1st English writers to focus 

on normal people (not royals). 
9. Gong farmer –someone who is paid to dig poo out of 

pits. 
10. Peasant- poor, who lives off the land. 95% of the 

population of medieval England. 
11. Knight- a soldier who fights in exchange for land. 
12. Lord / Baron- a wealthy landowner, who provides 

knights for the King, in return for land. 
13. Thomas Hobbes- 1600s:a writer s, thought the middle 

ages were ‘nasty, brutish & short’. 
14. Plague doctor- doctor who wore a beak: tried (and 

failed) to stop the spread of plague. 
15. Barber surgeon - a hairdresser who also did operations! 

 

KEY EVENTS 
 
1. The creation of the earth- 4.5 billion years ago, 

swirling gases cooled to form rock- the earth. 
2. Prehistory- any event that happen before 

written history e.g. approx. 5000 bc. 
3. Ancient history- events before the Middles 

ages (in England before 410 AD). 
4. Medieval- a Latin word meaning ‘the middle 

age’ e.g. between ancient & modern. 
5. Battle of Stamford bridge- 1066: where 

Godwinson defeated Hardrada . 
6. Battle of Hastings- 1066: where William 

defeated Godwinson.  
7. Bayeux tapestry- 1080s: where much of our 

knowledge of 1066 comes from. 
8. The Black Death: 1347 / 1348 the 1st (and 

worst) outbreak of the plague in England. 
9. Titanic: ship that sank in 1912, with loss of 

1517, 68% of its passengers. 
10. 9/11 : attacks on American cities on sept 11th 

2001, 2966 died, including 19 terrorists. 

 

TIMELINE 
 
4.5bn years ago- earth formed 
 

200 000 years ago Homo sapiens evolve- US! 
 

5000 year ago=1st written records- before this= prehistoric 
 

400bc – 43 AD Celts inhabit Britain 
 

Roman’s invade Britain 43AD 
 

Roman’s  leave 410AD   
 

Saxons invade Britain 450AD 
 

Tone tun 
 

Vikings raid Britain 
 

1066: Normans invade Britain 
 

Edward the confessor dies 
Harold Godwinson made King 
Hardrada invades 
Battle of Stamford bridge: Hardraada killed 
William of Normandy invades 
Battle of Hastings: Godwinson killed 
 

1346 Black death 
 

1912 Titanic   

 

KEY WORDS 
 
1. Trends: patterns and general rules that run 

through history e.g. population goes up. 
2. Life expectancy: how long people live. 
3. Artefacts: objects from the past e.g. coins, 

pottery. 
4. Chronology: putting events & people into time 

order. 
5. Source: information about the past e.g. an 

image, text, speech etc. 
6. Motte and Bailey: castles built by the Normans 
7. Cess pit- a hole full of sewage. 
8. Feudal system- system that organised England 

after 1066, where peasants supported Barons, 
knights and the King. 

9. Significance - the idea that some people / 
events are more important than others and 
why. 

 
Parents - you can help by : 
• Talking about history lessons.  
• Checking on fortnightly homework (which will be based on the knowledge organiser above. 
• Going to historical places, talking about history in the news, in books, in film or on TV. 
• Following us on twitter (@mrlowndes). 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
By the end of the year students will be expected to know their knowledge organizer thoroughly- so they will 
always have homework. However, reading around a subject is always beneficial and additionally improves 
literacy, spelling and grammar.  You can never read too many books! 



 
 

 
 
MUSIC 
 

Students - you will be studying the following : 
• Introduction to Notation and composing Rhythms. 
• How we describe music through listening and questioning. 
• Travelling back in Musical time! 
• What is meant by Composing, performing and Listening. 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Encouraging your child to listen to wide variety of music/different styles. 
• Taking your child to listen to some live music! 
• Encouraging your child to join extra-curricular groups - particularly instrument players. 
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Sit down with them and listen to a piece of classical music on the Radio / CD / ipad etc. 
• Talk about the practical projects that they are doing in music lessons at the moment 
• Take them out to a concert/gig this week and talk about the music - before and/or afterwards. 
 
 
 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
 

Students - you will be :  
• Learning to talk about yourselves and your family, hobbies and pets. 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Revising the meanings of words together. 
• Encouraging your child to look back through his/her books regularly. 
• Where you have Internet access, allowing your child to log onto Linguascope.com  
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• We would advise students to review vocabulary in their Vocabulary Booklet or to practise using 

Linguascope. 
 
 
 
 

P.E. 

Students - you will be studying the following : 
• Boys – dance, indoor games, gymnastics, rugby, swimming. 
• Girls – dance, gymnastics, hockey, indoor games, swimming. 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Supporting your child if he/she is involved in after-school games and practices - details on P.E. 

noticeboard and school website. 
• CHECKING YOUR CHILD’S P.E. PLANNER TO ENSURE THEY HAVE THE CORRECT KIT. 
• Writing the reason in your child’s planner if they cannot participate in activities. 
• PLEASE NAME KIT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS 

Students - you will be exploring the following questions : 
• Who I am?  What does it mean to be a human being?  What makes me special? 
• What is religion?  We shall explore this question through “The Island,” a desert island scenario. 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Discussing the questions raised in the lessons with your child. 
• Checking all homework is completed in detail and handed in on time.  
  

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Homework for this year is to learn the key words and ideas on the knowledge organisers. This will be 

set on Epraise every two weeks along with some ideas for tasks to help you learn them. Or you 
could: 
  

- Visit the Library: 

SUBJECT DEWEY NO. 
Philosophy 100 
Ethics 170 
Religion (General) 291.13 

 

- Read a book : 

 Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder has links to this topic. Sophie begins to think about the world 
and her place in it – a blend of story and philosophy. 

 
 

EPRAISE & HOMEWORK 
• All students have an EPraise login and password.  This is the same login and password that 

they use on the school IY system. 

• If a student forgets their login details ANY member of staff can find out this information and 
password. 

• All homework is set on EPraise by teachers in all subjects under “Class notes.”  Documents, 
letters and links can be attached to these notes and may be printed out if required. 

• EPraise is available as an App. 

Parent Logins 
Please note : Parents may log on to EPraise.  Ensure the “parent tab” is highlighted.  Use the email 
address that has been registered on the data sheet for the school SIMS system. If you have any 
queries regarding the system then contact the school via email.  
 

 
 

CAREERS 
Please see the Careers and Enterprise page on the school website. 
The department has a Careers Library in the Learning Resource Centre. 
Heathfield will endeavour to ensure all students receive links with business to enhance the 
Careers and Enterprise education they receive. 
Please encourage your children to make use of these resources as they are helpful in widening 
horizons and planning for the future. 
If there is anything they would like more details on please contact the school. Direct links are 
Mrs. Jo Rogers and Mrs. Natasha Rand. 
There is an area on EPraise called “Bio.”  This is an opportunity for a student to write a profile 
about themselves, similar to the business site “Linked In.”  We highly recommend your child has 
a go at this activity. 
 

Natasha Rand - Enterprise & Careers 
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