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Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
E-Praise 

All students can access homework that has been set by all subjects via their 
ePraise accounts.  This can also be accessed by parents via the parent's 
account.  Students and parents log on to ePraise and click on the "classnotes" 
tab.  This will show a list of homeworks set and the deadlines of the work.  
Additional worksheets and resources for each homework may also be printed 
off from this area.  Students may also click "completed" and keep a record of 
their work.  
 
Please note: All teachers can reset students’ passwords if a student has forgotten their details 
to log on.  Parents must register their email address with the Sims office at school before they 
register with ePraise.  
 
All years will be working on Enterprising Tutorial projects looking at Community and Business 
linked work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ian Grant 
Deputy Head 
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ENGLISH 
 

Students you will: 
• Be preparing for a GCSE style reading assessment, testing your ability to extract information, analyse a text 

and evaluate a viewpoint.  
• Be preparing for a GCSE style writing assessment allowing you to show how much you have developed as a 

writer during KS3. 
• Begin GCSE-style work including original writing, the study of poetry and oral assessment. 
• Prepare and present individual persuasive speeches. 
• Read Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado About Nothing’. 
 

Parents  -  you can help by: 
• Taking your child to the library and reading with them at home. 
• Encouraging them to read more non-fiction and discuss opinions on current affairs.  
• Raising the profile of reading by reading at home (men, in particular, can act as positive role models in 

reading!), asking your child about their book and creating a quiet place within the home for reading. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Logon to BBC Bitesize, where there are lots of reading and writing tasks which can support in-class study. 
• Complete a ‘Mock-style’ exam paper (Reading or writing).  You may have been working on one in class.  
• Please get in touch with Miss Harper (KS3 coordinator) with any additional concerns.     

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 

Students will continue to complete topics on Number, Ratio and Proportion, Statistics and Probability, Algebra 
and Shape.  During the end of year exams, students will be tested on their understanding of the work covered 
during the year.  Details of this can be found on their progress sheets. 
 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Regularly looking at your son's/daughter's book and helping with organisation and presentation. 
• Helping them revise by getting them to learn the content in their blue exercise books. 
• Encourage them to sort out topics they struggled with by using the https://hegartymaths.com  
• Encourage them to record their progress on their progress sheets. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Tasks on “hegartymaths.com.”  Watch the videos, make some notes and then do the quiz. 
 
 

SCIENCE 
 

Students:  
Every half term the students will study one or two topics from the Activate scheme of work as well as revision or 
extension units depending on the progress they have made. In addition to regular in class assessments and quizzes 
the students will complete summative examinations at two Assessment Points during the year. Details of topics and 
some extra-curricular activities can be found in the table below: 

 
Current Year 9 Activate topic of study Science club ideas/events 

1 Metals and acids 9L1 (123), 9L2 (231), 9L3 & 9L4 (312) 
9R1 (123), 9R2 (231), 9R3 & 9R4 (312) 
 2 Motion and pressure 

3 The Earth 
Assessment Point 1 – December OR Early January 

1 Energy  9L1 (123), 9L2 (231), 9L3 & 9L4 (312) 
9R1 (123), 9R2 (231), 9R3 & 9R4 (312) 
British Science week 2 Adaptation and inheritance 

3 Working Scientifically 
Assessment Point 2 – week beginning 9th April 2017 

 
By now the students will have completed their Assessment Point 2 Science examination and you will receive your 
child’s results via a school progress report. The new whole school grading and reporting system will be used for 
the second time in these reports.  
 

Continued /…… 

https://hegartymaths.com/


 

SCIENCE continued 

The results of these assessments allow us to track student progress and inform our setting for the next academic 
year. Triple Science students are not usually set for Science as the timing of their lessons depends upon their other 
GCSE options. We do set double Science students, the following illustration provides some rough guidance on how 
students will be set for GCSE:  
 
Set 1: Students demonstrating excellent or secure to excellent subject knowledge. 
Set 2: Students demonstrating secure or near secure subject knowledge 
Set 3: Students demonstrating secure or near secure subject knowledge 
Set 4: Students demonstrating developing subject knowledge 
Set 5 (if there is one): Students demonstrating developing or near developing subject knowledge 
 
Students demonstrating foundation or emerging subject knowledge will be distributed amongst the sets with 
careful consideration given to their individual needs.   

 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Encouraging your child to do their homework, watch scientific documentaries and look at science related 

material from secondary sources.  
• Making sure that your child has the right equipment for Science lessons – a pen, pencil, ruler and a scientific 

calculator.  
 

My son/daughter has no homework – what can I do?  
• Quiz them using any key questions sheets that are provided before the mid-year or school examination week 

exams.    
• Your child could download the Memrise app onto a tablet or mobile phone and complete one of the pre-loaded 

Science courses – this is an excellent activity for remembering the meanings of some of the hundreds of key 
words that we use in Science lessons.  

 
 

ART  
 

Students - you will be studying the following: 
For the first half of the term students will be investigating the Art and Culture of Peru through the techniques 
of Sculpture, Painting or Printmaking. 
 

 

Parents - you can help  by: 
• Helping to provide visual resources where and when necessary, for their study book. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework - what can I do? 
• Practise drawing something from life. 
• Have a look at an Art Gallery website e.g. www.tate.org.uk 

 
 
FOOD PREPARATION + NUTRITION  
 

Students will focus on Meal Planning where students will prepare a variety of more complex recipes.  
Accompanying theory tasks involve looking at nutritive value of recipes/diet, costing recipes, use of 
convenience foods and understanding recipe methods and function of ingredients.  Students will finally 
plan their own well-balanced two course meal and cook it over two lessons in school. 
 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Supplying students with practical ingredients when necessary and allowing your child to practise skills 

at home that have been taught in school to increase speed. The more practical skills a child can 
develop, the more confident they become. 

• Encouraging your child to discuss and complete the set homework and tasks. 
• All food should be in labelled containers for easy identification. 
• Please remind students it is their responsibility to collect finished products at the end of the day to 

take home. 
• Ensure that ingredients are organised at home for a practical lesson. 

Continued /….. 



 
FOOD PREPARATION + NUTRITION continued 
 

“My son/daughter has no homework - what can I do?”  
Homework is set when it will support the learning that has taken place in that lesson or that will support 
the following lesson.  It will usually mean that your son/daughter will be set homework every couple of 
weeks.  It is often to prepare ingredients for a practical lessons as well as more conventional 
investigation and research tasks.  If you are concerned that nothing has been recorded in the planner for 
a couple of weeks please contact your son/daughter’s teacher or the Head of department. 
 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

Projects will involve both design and making activities and students will work on 3 projects areas 
throughout the year on a rotation basis: 
 
Project 1 ‘Food Storage’. This project is about construction. The aim to make a well-made product 
focusing on material use, up cycling and further develop sewing machine skills. 
 
Project 2: ‘Pewter casting’. In the workshop melting metal to ‘cast’ into a mold. This will also further 
develop workshop skills. 
 
Project 3: Designing, evaluating and key skills: More ‘one-off’ lessons and a short mini making project 
that focus on the core foundations of Design and Technology including Memphis Design study and wider 
moral responsibilities of the designer. 
 
Parents - you can help by: 
• Providing materials when necessary. 
• Encouraging them to discuss their designs and use the technical language introduced in the lessons. 
• Discuss and encourage students to complete homework and attempt the extension tasks. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework - what can I do? 
Homework is set when it will support the learning that has taken place in that lesson or that will support 
the following lesson.  It will usually mean that your son/daughter will be set homework every couple of 
weeks.  It is often to complete a design task as well as more conventional investigation and research 
tasks. Students who have outstanding practical work to complete maybe asked to return at lunchtime to 
work with their teacher to catch up.  If you are concerned that nothing has been recorded in the planner 
for a couple of weeks please contact your son/daughter’s teacher or the Head of department. 

 

 
 

DRAMA 
 

Students  -  you will be: 
• Exploring ideas and themes through devising and script work. Incorporating all the skills and 

techniques you have explored this year and throughout KS3.   
 

Parents  -  you can help by: 
• Taking your child to see a professional or school-based performance at the Tacchi-Morris Arts 

Centre.  There are many exciting shows in the new season, e.g. ‘Legally Blonde’ (in July) the SPACE 
students’ musical.   

• Encouraging your child to join the Connect Youth Theatre which meets every Wednesday in the 
Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre - a friendly, fun and highly innovative youth theatre company.  Creating 
cutting edge work, developing and honing acting skills and making friends for life. 

• Talking to your child about their Drama lessons and the skills and issues explored - encouraging 
their creativity, expressiveness and confidence. 

• Encouraging your child to come along and join the Year 9 Drama Club which meets every Friday  
lunchtime, 1.00pm to 1.30pm. 

 



  

DANCE 
 

There are weekly Dance classes that run in the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre or in The SPACE : 

• Dance Club on Mondays - 1.00pm to 1.30pm - working towards a performance in the Primary 
Dance Festival and Platform 9.. 

• Digit Youth Dance - Wednesdays - 6.15pm to 7.15pm - a dynamic group which helps young 
dancers to develop their technical ability, maximise their creative potential and offers a wide 
range of performance opportunities for young dancers aged 12-14 years. 

• Classical Ballet  -  Mondays  -  8.15pm to 9.45pm - this class helps develop ballet skills for aged 14+ 
years. 

 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Rehearse new movement learnt in preparation for the performers. 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
 

Students - you will be studying the following: 
• Population – the Age old Saga. 
• Do I have the Skills? (Exam techniques). 
• My own personal Geography / Fieldwork. 
 

Parents  -  you can help by: 
• Supporting your child with homework set on EPraise. 
• Investigate issues and topics discussed in the lesson. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Look over and investigate key content using the Knowledge Organiser (A3 sheet) – in the inside cover of 

your child’s exercise book and uploaded to Epraise near exam periods.    
 

HISTORY 
 
 

Students - you will be studying the following: 
• The twentieth century. 
• The war on terror. 

 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Talking about history lessons. 
• Checking on fortnightly homework. 
• Family histories of the 20th Century - especially memorabilia of World War 2. 
• Going to historical places, talking about history in the news, in books, in film or on TV. 
• Following us on Twitter (@mrlowndes). 
 
ICT 

Students  -  you will be studying the following: 
• Learning how to program using Python. 
• You will be covering Loops, conditional statements, variables and functions. 
• Touch typing. 
 

Parents  -  you can help by: 
• Encourage students to talk about what they studied in their ICT lessons and how that skill might be 

useful in the wider world. 
• Encourage your son/daughter to practise touch-typing at home. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Programming online using www.codeacademy.com  
• Use YouTube to revise Python or learn more complex programming. 

http://www.codeacademy.com/


 
 
 
 
MUSIC 

Students  -  you will be studying some of the following: 
• Solo Performance – practical topic where students learn a piece to perform on their own in 

a class concert. 
• Songwriting – students will compose in bands (groups) to produce and record a brand new, 

never heard before, UK No. 1! 
• All topics at this stage of Year 9 focus on developing the skills needed for GCSE and develop 

transferable skills such as communication, group work, resilience and confidence to mention 
a few. 

 
Parents  -  you can help by: 
• Encouraging your child to perform to you at home. 
• Encouraging your child to play you their favourite songs. 
• If your child is studying GCSE Music next year, encourage your child to practise regularly and 

to have a go at making up some compositions of their own. 
 
 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

French  
In French, students will be learning language focussed around the following topics :  
• Local facilities. 
• The local and wider environment. 
• Healthy living. 
• Booking into campsites / youth hostels etc. 
 
Parents  -  you will help by: 
• Encouraging your child to look back through his/her book regularly. 
• Learning the spelling of words together. 
• Where you have internet access, allowing your child to use Linguascope and SamLearning 

websites. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• We would advise students to review vocabulary in their Study Support Booklet or to practise using 

Linguascope. 
 

 
P.E. 
 
Students  -  you will be studying the following: 
• Athletics, Striking and Fielding Games, Tennis. 
 

Parents  -  you can help by: 
• Supporting your child if they are involved in after-school games and practices.   
• Ensuring your child has the correct PE kit (please see the school website for correct PE kit). 
• Checking their P.E. kit is named. 
• Encouraging your child to attend extra-curricular clubs if they have chosen GCSE as an option. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
RPE  (Religion, Philosophy & Ethics) 

 

Students  -  you will be studying  :  
• Does Religion have a future? We will be investigating the value of religion and whether it is okay to 

laugh at religion. We will look at Atheism and Humanism and ask whether they can replace religion. 
We e will also look at famous Humanists today and their views on ethics and morality without 
religion.  
 

Parents  -  you can help by: 
• Discussing with your child issues and ideas raised in lessons. 
• Encouraging your child to watch the news and reflect on examples of inequality, social justice, 

wealth or poverty. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Read a book!  Try ‘What is Humanism?  How do you live a good life without god?  And other Big Questions 

for Kids’ by Michael Rosen and Annemarie Young.  Or if you would prefer fiction the depiction of religion 
in the trilogy ‘His Dark Materials’ by Philip Pullman is really interesting.  

• Have a look at the Humanist UK website ‘https://humanism.org.uk.  
 

 
 

 

CAREERS 
 

The department has a Careers Library in the Learning Resource Centre. 
 

Please encourage your children to make use of these resources as they are helpful in widening horizons 
and planning for the future.  If you have internet access then general information on types of jobs/ 
careers can be found on www.careersa-z.co.uk or www.prospects.ac.uk or look on the National Careers 
Service website https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 
 

Careers South West (Independent Careers Advisor), are available to talk with any students and parents 
who are interested.   
 

There is an area on EPraise called “Bio.”  This is an opportunity for a student to write a profile about 
themselves, similar to the business site “Linked In.”  We highly recommend your child has a go at this 
activity.    
 
On the 10th May, Year 9 will be given the opportunity to complete a 1 hour workshop with Next Steps 
South West on Careers Pilot.  This is an opportunity to explore possible future careers via this 
excellent resource. 
 
Future opportunities from Careers South West and Next Steps South West will be available.  Details to 
follow. 
                                                                                                            
If there is anything they would like more details on, please see Mrs Rand in the Enterprise Office.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 
Natasha Rand - Careers 
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