
  

HEATHFIELD COMMUNITY SCHOOL

 
 

 
YEAR 9 

SPRING TERM - 2019 
Dear Parents 
 

I hope that you find the Curriculum Newsletter useful.  We are especially keen that the practical tips for parents should 
help you to get more directly involved in your child’s education. 

 

This document is available on the school website at :  www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com 
 

Please also note the suggestions as to how you can help your son/daughter with their work and also the suggestions 
regarding possible homework activities.  
 

Important date for this term : 22 January 2019 - Year 9 Curriculum Choices Evening – TMAC (6pm - 8.00pm) 
 24 January 2019 - Reports to Parents 
 31 January 2019 - Year 9 Parents Evening 
 29 March 2019 - Academic Monitoring Day 
CAREERS 

Students : 
• Have a talk from the Careers Advisor. 
• Careers Advisor will be present at Curriculum Choices Evening. 
• Work in tutorial time on Future Choices and Enterprise Options. 

 

Parents – you can help by: 
• Talking to your child about what they have done in tutorial sessions. 
• Discussing with them what subjects they are interested in taking at GCSE. 
• Asking them about the facilities available in school for finding out information. 
• Talking with them about career ideas. 
• Look at icould.com for information on careers. 
• Look at www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk for national careers advice. 
• Talk to the Careers Advisor at Parents Evening or at other negotiated times. 
• Look at www.careersbox.co.uk  - online careers film and video library. 
• Any further information required please see the school website – careers. 

 

CAREERS                                     Natasha Rand - Careers 
•  

The department has noticeboards with a range of information available and a Careers Library in the 
Learning Resource Centre.  Please encourage your children to make use of these resources as they are 
helpful in widening horizons and planning for the future.  If there is anything they would like more details 
on please see Mrs Rand. Opportunities to work with our Heathfield Business Partnership are available in 
project format for Year 9.                        

•  
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http://www.heathfieldcommunityschool.com/
http://www.connexions-somerset.org/
http://www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.careersbox.co.uk/


 
 
ENGLISH 
 

Students – over the coming term in English, Year 9 students will be studying the following subjects: 

Having completed their official English Language reading and writing assessments for KS3, students will move 
over to literary study and speech-writing over the coming two terms.  
• Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’. 
• Speech writing – including formal assessment of their AQA GCSE English Language speaking endorsement 

during exam week 
• ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ by William Shakespeare. 
 
Parents - you can help by: 

• Taking your child to the library and reading with them at home. 
• Raising the profile of reading by reading at home (men, in particular, can act as positive role models in 

reading!), asking your child about their book and creating a quiet place within the home for reading. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 

Last term, our students will have completed two extended writing homework booklets, designed to improve 
their independence and increase their exposure to a range of written genres.  
 
This term, we are moving towards a knowledge-testing approach (in readiness for the approach in GCSE 
Literature) and students will be issued with a knowledge organizer to accompany their literary text.  You can 
help your child by using this organizer to quiz them on different aspects of the text.  
  
In preparation for their GCSE Spoken Language presentation, you can offer to be a willing audience and give 
them tips on the content of their speech and their non-verbal communication skills.  
 

All students will be developing independent reading. This involves spending time reading and reflecting on 
reading. It is a good idea to try some of these reading challenges: 
• Read another book by an author you already know; 
• Read a challenging book – perhaps something that was written in the 19th Century; 
• Research an author; 
• Read fiction based on your favourite subject or hobby; 
• Read an autobiography of someone you admire. 
 
 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 

Students: 

• This term are starting to prepare for their GCSE Maths course in Year 10.  Most have homework books 
matching up with their class text book.  Details of topics being covered are on their progress sheet.  

• Students will be recording their progress on their progress sheets.     
 
Parents - you can help by: 

• Helping them organize exam revision and practising mental arithmetic skills with them. 
• Checking that your son/daughter is completing homework. 
• Encouraging them to use their practice homework text books. 
• Check they are confident with everything on their progress sheet. 
• Ensure they have a full Maths equipment set and a scientific calculator. 
• Encourage them to use the ‘hegartymaths.com’ website. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 

• Read through the revision notes made in your blue exercise book. 
• Complete online homework tasks on ‘hegartymaths.com’  
• Practice your times tables.  
 
 



 
 
SCIENCE 
 
Students:  
Every half term the students will study one or two topics from the Activate scheme of work.  In addition to regular in 
class formative assessments and quizzes the students will complete two summative assessments (Assessment Point 1 
& 2) that will help us track their progress and inform setting at the start of the academic year.  An outline of the 
topics we will be teaching this year can be found in the table below:  

 
Half term We will be covering the following new topics We will be revising the following topics 
Autumn 1  Metals and acids Ecosystem processes, Acids and alkalis 

Autumn 2 Energy 
Assessment Point 1 test 

Metals and acids, Sound 

Spring 1 The Earth Light, Energy 
Spring 2 Health and lifestyle Reactions, The Earth 

Summer 1 Motion and pressure 
Assessment Point 2 test 

Body systems, Health and lifestyle 

Summer 2 Adaptation and inheritance Space, Motion and pressure 
 

For guidance we use the following grading system in Science: 
 

Percentage score in the examination Progress grade 
0-29%  Emerging 
30-50% Foundation 
51-70%  Developing 
71-85% Secure 
86-100% Excellence 

 
The overwhelming majority of Heathfield Science students demonstrate developing-secure progress in Science 
lessons, this means the competition for places in Set 1 & 2 is very competitive.  We think the fairest way to set 
students is to rank them based on an average of their Assessment Point 1 & 2 scores during the current academic 
year, this can be an emotive process for some and we will endeavor to keep students informed if our data shows that 
a future set change might benefit them.  Parents/guardians are welcome to enquire about setting at parents evening 
but please note that most classes are full so it is unlikely that set changes can be accommodated during the academic 
year. All Science sets follow the same curriculum so no student is excluded from particular activities by changing set.  

 
Homework:  
Students will be provided with a set of knowledge organisers to use for revision throughout the academic year. 
Teachers will be running a weekly quiz to test how well students can remember specific sections of their knowledge 
organiser.  
 
Science club:  
The Science department organises several extra-curricular activities during the school year that include educational 
visits (e.g. Pinkery and Bristol zoo) or in school events (Science week and the egg drop competition).  There will also 
be a Key Stage Three Science club in S5 every Thursday lunchtime.  
 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Encouraging your child to complete their homework, watch scientific documentaries and look at science related 

material from secondary sources.  
• Making sure that your child has the right equipment for Science lessons – a pen, pencil, ruler and a scientific 
 calculator.  

 

My son/daughter has no homework – what can I do?  
• Self quiz using any knowledge organisers that are provided. 
• Your child could download the Memrise app onto a tablet or mobile phone and complete one of the pre-loaded 
 Science courses – this is an excellent activity for remembering the meanings of some of the hundreds of key 
 words that we use in Science lessons.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
ART 
 

Students - you will be studying the following :  Theme - Portraits   

• Mrs Roberts - Screen Printing 
• Mrs Essadiq - Painting or Sculpture 
• Mrs Balkwill - Painting or Sculpture 
• Mrs Rand - Screen Printing 
 

Parents - you can help by: 

• Keeping an eye on the County Gazette, making a note of any local art exhibitions and taking your child 
to view – it’s FREE! 

• Collecting images from magazines or newspapers which are linked to your child’s specific topic. 
• Encouraging observational drawing at home. 

 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 

Drawing is a really important activity in helping you to understand the world around you.  It is a type of 
primary research, a method of recording information as well as an expressive outlet.  With that in mind, 
we want you to pick one object that is meaningful to you in some way. 
1.  Do a line drawing of your object in any material you like. 
2.  Do a tonal drawing of your object. 
3.  Do a line drawing of your object using a chunky ink marker and with your opposite hand.  
4.  Do a line drawing of your object using any material you like with your strong hand but making the 

line continuous (i.e. never lifting the pen off the paper at any point in the drawing).  
5.  Do a continuous line drawing using your opposite hand. 
6.  Do a blind line drawing of your object using any material you like (a blind drawing is where stare at 

the object solidly and never look at the paper while you are drawing).  
 
 
 
 
MUSIC 
 

Students - you will be studying the following: 
• Pop Songs: Probably one of our most exciting topics due the unlimited creativity aspect of the 

composition. You will write lyrics inspired by a topic of your choice. Compose every element of the song 
with a focus on a sung melody line, a creative and imaginative chord sequence and finish with 
recording experience.  

• Songs and Singers – find out how the voice is produced/ take part in vocal workshops to learn how to 
get the most from your voice and discover your vocal range. 

 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Listen to music at home – share the music you love and the stories and memories they hold. 
• Encourage musical confidence – ask questions about what they have been studying, what they have 

played and encourage a musical activity – check out some of the online free apps. 

• We have a lot of extra-curricular opportunities – help your son/daughter to find out what is going on in 
the Heathfield Music dept. 

 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Sing in the car or at home and have fun listening to music together! 
• Try and see some live music. If not out at a gig or theatre, watch online. There’s loads of ways we can 

actually watch musicians play. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
 

Students - you will be:  
• Describing and discussing leisure activities such as television, cinema and reading. 

• Describing and discussing school life, future plans and careers. 

• Learning how to use verbs in the imperfect tense and revising verbs in the near future tense. 

• Practising making your conversations more interesting and increasing your fluency. 

 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Learning new vocabulary and structures together, using your child’s knowledge organiser (‘Mon aide-

mémoire français’). 
• Looking through your child’s book together and asking if he/she remembers the meanings of particular 

words. 
• Encouraging vocabulary practice using www.linguascope.com. 
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Homework will mainly be based on learning vocabulary using the knowledge organiser.  Towards the back of 

the knowledge organiser are some ideas and strategies for vocabulary learning.  Please support your child 
with this.  Students can also practise key vocabulary using games on Linguascope.  Finally, students should 
be encouraged to find out more about the culture of the language they are studying, e.g. festivals, history, 
food, art, music or customs.  

 
 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
 

Students - you will be studying the following: 
• Raging Rivers – Can they be tamed? 
• The Age Old Saga – Was China’s One Child Policy a Success? 
 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Encouraging your child to investigate current issues in the news related to the topics above. 
• Making sure homework is completed and handed in on time. 
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Use the “Knowledge Organisers” in their exercise book to test them on the knowledge from the year so far, 

along with making them learn the key words. 
 
 
FOOD PREPARATION + NUTRITION  

Students will focus on developing their knowledge of the requirements for a healthy balanced diet.  They will 
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the Eatwell plate guidelines through making a variety of 
healthy dishes to include healthy wraps and couscous salad. 
 
Parents - you can help by: 
• Supplying students with practical ingredients when necessary and allowing your child to practise skills at 

home that have been taught in school to increase speed. The more practical skills a child can develop, the 
more confident they become. 

• Encouraging your child to discuss and complete the set homework and tasks. 
• All food should be in labelled containers for easy identification. 
• Please remind students it is their responsibility to collect finished products at the end of the day to take 

home. 
• Ensure that ingredients are organised at home for a practical lesson. 
 
“My son/daughter has no homework - what can I do?”  
Homework is set when it will support the learning that has taken place in that lesson or that will support the 
following lesson.  It will usually mean that your son/daughter will be set homework every couple of weeks.  It is 
often to prepare ingredients for a practical lessons as well as more conventional investigation and research 
tasks.  If you are concerned that nothing has been recorded in the planner for a couple of weeks please contact 
your son/daughter’s teacher or the Head of department. 
 
 



 
 
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

Projects will involve both design and making activities and students will work on 3 projects areas 
throughout the year: 
 
Project 1 ‘Pencil Case’. This project is about construction and designing for a given brief. The aim is to 
make a well-made product focusing on material use, up cycling and further develop sewing machine skills. 
 
Project 2: ‘Pewter casting’. In the workshop melting metal to ‘cast’ into a mold. This will also further 
develop workshop skills. 
 
Project 3: Designing, evaluating and key skills: More ‘one-off’ lessons and a short mini making project 
that focus on the core foundations of Design and Technology including Memphis Design study and wider 
moral responsibilities of the designer. We will also look at 21st century technology and the impacts of this 
to the design industry.  
 
Parents - you can help by: 
• Providing materials when necessary. 
• Encouraging them to discuss their designs and use the technical language introduced in the lessons. 
• Discuss and encourage students to complete homework and attempt the extension tasks. 
 
My son/daughter has no homework - what can I do? 
Homework is set when it will support the learning that has taken place in that lesson or that will support 
the following lesson.  It will usually mean that your son/daughter will be set homework every couple of 
weeks.  It is often to complete a design task as well as more conventional investigation and research tasks. 
Students who have outstanding practical work to complete maybe asked to return at lunchtime to work 
with their teacher to catch up.  If you are concerned that nothing has been recorded in the planner for a 
couple of weeks please contact your son/daughter’s teacher or the Head of department. 
 
 
 

DRAMA 
 

Students - you will be: 
• Working on a wide range of social issues developing improvisation, script and role play skills, with a 

focus on using stimuli to create a piece of theatre.  All students will take part in a drama sharing session 
in the Tacchi-Morris auditorium where they will perform the work they have created in lessons.  

 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Taking your child to theatre and dance performances, especially in The Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre, and 

encouraging them to talk about their drama lessons. 
• There are some excellent Year 11 drama and dance performances over the next term at the TMAC (see 

new brochure for details).  Your son or daughter can learn a great deal about the performing arts by 
coming to see them including ‘The Chrysalids’, ‘Burying Your Brother under the Pavement’ and ‘Come 
Fly With Me’.   (Student tickets are only £4.50 with an offer of only £3 on the opening night).  See 
Tacchi-Morris brochure or tacchi-morris.com for dates).  Enrolling your child in one of the community 
youth theatre groups that meet at TMAC e.g. Connect Youth Theatre (for 13-15 year olds) – a brilliant 
youth group which meets every Wednesday at 6.00pm – 7.30pm in The Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre – run 
by Steph Foster. 

• Year 9 lunchtime Drama Club is every Friday 1.00pm to 1.30pm in the Drama Studio.   
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• We don't have homework but there are performing arts and dance classes for all age groups at Tacchi-

Morris (see latest brochure).  Taking your child to see a show is a great way of experiencing drama and 
dance.  See performances, analyse what makes successful film and TV drama and acting, relate this to 
your own work.  There are also tons of stage drama extracts on YouTube from the world's most 
accomplished actors - watch, admire and learn! 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DANCE 
 

During the year you will complete a dance module in PE lessons: 
• Working in a wide range of groups you will explore movement and dance styles from different eras and cultures.  

You will learn how to express and portray different emotions and feeling through dance. 
 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Encouraging your child to talk about dance lessons. 
• Also there is a weekly Dance club on Mondays : 1.00pm to 1.30pm. 
• Encourage your child to watch Heathfield’s Dance Show ‘Raising the Barre’ by Year 11 GCSE Dance students.  

(There are many excellent shows booked for the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre). 
 

There are weekly Dance classes that run in the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre or The SPACE : 

• Classical Ballet  - Mondays - 8.15pm - 9.45pm  -  this class helps develop technical skills for aged 14+ years. 
• Digit Youth Dance  -  Wednesdays  -  6.00pm to 7.00pm  -  a dynamic group which offers a wide range of 

performance opportunities for young dancers aged 12-14 years. 
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Girls - select a piece of music for their own choreography.    
• Boys - watch clips of Parkour and analyse the skills used. 
 

RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS 
 

Students - you will be studying the following: 
• This term you will be looking at the topic ‘Human Rights and Social Justice’.  You will be exploring human rights 

and responsibilities around the world and then focussing on prejudice and responses to  
• that.  You will be looking at different religious charities and their role in social justice.  

 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Discussing issues raised in the lessons with your child. 
• Checking that key words homework is completed  
• Following us on Twitter @HeathfieldRPE. 
• Encouraging your child to be aware of local, national and international events. 
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• Visit the library and borrow a copy of ‘I am Malala’ by Malala Yousafzai, or ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’.  Both are 

about prejudice. You could also look at the sections 305.8 about racism or 305.4 about women’s rights.  
• Look at the Amnesty International UK website for up to date information about Human Rights. 
 

HISTORY 
 

Students - you will be studying the following : 
 

WW2 – THE WORLD AT WAR 
• What was the key event in WW2? 
• Was the Blitz spirit a myth? 
• Was it right to drop the atomic bomb? 
• Cause and consequence – What was the impact of WW2? 
 

THE HOLOCAUST 
• What was life like for Jews before the Holocaust? 
• How could the Holocaust happen? 
• What was life like at Auschwitz? 
• Could the Holocaust happen again? 
• Significance – was the Holocaust the worst crime in History? 
 

Parents - you can help by : 
• Talking about history lessons.  
• Checking on fortnightly homework. 
• Discussing your family’s experience of WW1 & WW2. 
• Going to historical places, talking about history in the news, in books, in film or on TV. 
• Following us on twitter (@mrlowndes). 
 

My son/daughter has no homework  -  what can I do? 
• The first port of call is to revise their knowledge organizers (a list of names, events and timelines that pupils need 

to know by the end of the year). 
• Students can find reading lists in all History classrooms and in the library. 
 



 

 
IT & COMPUTING 
 

Students : 
Throughout KS3 students at Heathfield will be delivered IT & Computing topics throughout their subjects :  
• Students will learn abstractions that model real world problems, algorithms, binary and logic gates through 

mathematics. 
• Students will cover the process of design application for creative projects using a range of applications and 

devices in subjects such as DT & Art. 
• Students will learn how to turn their science experiments into digital reports. 
• Opportunities to create presentations across multiple subjects. 
• Students will cover the content on the national curriculum for KS3 with opportunity for students with an aptitude 

for the subject to complete extracurricular activities and tasks – coding languages, create programs or websites. 
• Design, use and evaluate computational abstractions that model the state and behaviour of real-world problems 

and physical systems. 
• Understand several key algorithms that reflect computational thinking; use logical reasoning to compare the 

utility of alternative algorithms for the same problem. 
• Use two or more programming languages, at least one of which is textual, to solve a variety of computational 

problems; make appropriate use of data structures. 
• Understand simple Boolean logic and some of its uses in circuits and programming; understand you numbers can 

be represented in binary and be able to carry out simple operations on binary numbers. 
• Understand the hardware and software components that make up computer systems and how they 

communicate with one another and with other systems. 
• Understand how instructions are stored and executed within a computer system. 
• Understand how data of various types can be represented and manipulated digitally, in the form of binary digits. 
• Undertake creative projects that involve selecting, using and combining multiple applications, preferably across a 

range of devices to achieve challenging goals, including collecting and analyzing data and meeting the needs of 
known users. 

• Create, re-use, revise and re-purpose digital artefacts for a given audience, with attention to trustworthiness, 
design and usability. 

• Understand a range of ways to use technology safely, respectfully, responsibly and securely, including protecting 
their online identity and privacy; recognise inappropriate content, contact and conduct and know how to report 
concerns.  

 

Throughout KS3 students will have the opportunity to be taken off timetable for a day to cover more specific parts of 
the national curriculum, delivered by the subject specialists.  For example : 
• Students will learn two different programming languages to solve a variety of computational problems, design 

and create basic programs e.g. Python, HTML and CSS. 
• Students will learn the hardware and software that make up a computer system. 
 

Parents - you can help by: 
• Encouraging your child to talk about their IT & Computing lessons. 
 
 

PE 
 

Students - you will be studying the following: 
• Two from badminton, basketball, dance fitness and problem solving.  
• Football in outside lesson for boys (trainers needed and shin-pads recommended). 
• Netball in outside lesson for girls.  

  

Parents - you can help by: 
• Supporting your child if they are involved in lunchtime practices and after-school matches. 
• Checking your child’s PE kit to ensure they have the correct kit (information on the school website or contact us 

with any questions). 
• Naming your child’s PE kit. 
• Providing a medical note if there is a reason your child cannot change into their PE kit.  If there is a reason they 

cannot participate fully you can write a signed and dated note to explain, but they will still be expected to wear 
kit to take on another role in the lesson. 

• Ensuring your child has clean trainers for indoor use. 
• Encourage your child to look at the PE notice-board for information on extra-curricular practices & fixtures. 
• Communicating with your child and the school to seek advice regarding options and whether GCSE PE or an 

equivalent would be a good subject for your child to choose.  They can approach the PE staff to discuss this 
anytime, and we would encourage you to attend the Options Evening and get in contact with us too if you have 
any specific questions. 

Spring 2019 - Curriculum Newsletter  - Year 9  
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Café Paramo -  you can taste the justice 

 
 

At Heathfield School we have the great privilege to be one of the few schools in 
the country to run a business and have a first-hand taste of the outside world and 
what it is like to work in industry.  Café Paramo is a coffee company which is fairer 
than fair trade with all the profits going straight to where it all started - in Peru.  
Our job is to sell, design and manage this company and to keep the wonderful link 
between two countries thriving.  To run this business we have five teams.  These 
are: the Managing Directors; Design; Sales and Marketing; International Links and 
the Finance Team.  All of the teams pull together and we are all proud to be part 
of such a project.  This is what we do: 
 

 The Finance Team informs everybody on the budgets we have to stick to 
and the money we earn.  They control the amount we’re spending and 
warn us of economic difficulties. 

 

 The Design Team design the logo, labels, appearance, and everything that 
needs to be artistically interpreted.  Their job is tricky - they have to 
execute things well because the design is at least half of the selling point. 

 

 The Sales and Marketing Team sell the product, present it to the public 
and control where it is being sold.  They make an impression on the 
buyers and impact directly on the money making.  They are the ‘face of 
the business.’ 

 

 The International Links Team communicate with the providers in The 
Dominican Republic and keep the contact between them and us.  If there 
is an issue with growing then they’ll be the first to know. 

 

 The Managing Directors have the final say and control where the business 
is going.  They coordinate it all and make sure that all the aspects of the 
company are going to plan and are on track. 

 
 

At the moment we are selling Café Paramo coffee, mugs and travel mugs which 
we sell at many Heathfield School events, as well as selling at many events outside 
of school.  We have also developed links with community coffee shops, who now 
proudly serve Café Paramo as their regular coffee.  We are hoping in the near 
future to sell tea towels.  The project started off very small and escalated into a 
massive project that gives all of us involved life skills and a lot of enjoyment.  
Anybody who is interested in joining Café Paramo please see Mrs Essadiq.   
 

We are very proud, as a school, to have such an opportunity for both students and 
teachers and we welcome anybody committed and willing to help into our 
project.  As it says in our mission statement we are: 
 
 

‘two communities helping each other through one link,  
one livelihood, one coffee…..’ 

 
 

Managing Directors of Café Paramo 
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